\ 


October 


16^i 7 



k 

«» 

a* 


1 


m 

am 
9 
n 
taki 
US 

bp* 

efem 

tbtfv 

*fc* 

£ of 


l as 


»• 


a 


i 

a 


l 


wfw 
WS' 
mm 
* » 


fc 


Mr 

Uttd 

■AM 
#S» 
a m.- 
t&ii 
« ►' 

art * 
Jm 
W 

tbt 

%WD 

tSU'J 

**.1 

»k< 


1**1 


» *“ 

K*^ 

#«■« 

g 


Sets tOllok 

<>n noise * 

Vr )kK , R 

uw.'i :,. ..... , • - 

*° ’'ict’P i-s m ,I! ^;. 


I i; . 
-!l j . 


acics *;. ■'. t r' : : :■ 

VnrL ^i-7 1 ' * :, c ■•" 

;•' •• : 

flii*Vr. .,- , - 

'tecpcr 

’■' r -:- 

ams iio:.j i ... -; c .,' 

ik a M ij.i. ’ J: 

uiliriliiiT ■•■:I ' ::Nl .- 

v:s !'.■■■ 

SS.H5-1 r \ • 

if -. J :. ; 

J :i "’' 
uiu-hcv? i-j 
thr^j ;>1;i :,: 
tor j;. 

I'hoi^ 

Mutei . 

iJIiuC! 1;;^. 

iuiti- ::.■;%•• 

iw.Lt 

V uiii!. ... 

M«ii« . :' \i„ 

>|V *i: •;• 

York l . ■., 

si*.-.---. •■ . 

nv-a , . ; r /- 

irickr 1 .-- ..■ 

■W.- :.• ..... : 

il J i:”:. . ■ 


Monaco's Albert 
enters tin- world 
of cinema 

I < »s We ■: ; j .. . l; 

M« 

: 1 • :: 

as,:; •- ■ •*. 

apjv-- 

■ilc ... 

t s \ ! . 

»..!>. ■ 

Kr !. '■:■ 


ti- 
ll.. 

J;'- 

V. 

ih 

«■ 

A *■ 

Met anile*'' 

‘Stand iii'J 

Stum-' pri-aiirrcd 

• . ». 
i • . •» 

y. .■ 

V.* 


VJ 


Mi.rion 1 ' !,|l, - : " 
of lii-w- 1 *' ... 

%var'- i'e" 1 "' l 1 
» it hist j " lt 


i - 

i - 

i 


y 


be 


m 

l M 


;5 


V. 


K 




PNA security agent escapes 
from Israeli prison 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An imprisoned 
agent of the Palestinian security forces escaped from 
Israeli custody during a visit by his family, police said 
on Friday. Anwar Awad, a bodyguard of Palestinian 
Preventative Security chief Jebril Rajoub, was allowed 
a visit by his family in the courtyard of Jerusalem 
police station. Afterwards he was found to have disap- 
peared. police said Awad was sentenced last year to40 
months in prison for seizing an Arab merchant in east 
Jerusalem and taking him to the Palestinian self-rule 
area of Ra m al l ah in the West Bank for questioning. One 
of his brothers. Jamal Awad. denied that the family had 
a role in helping his escape, saying they only learned of 
his escape when police came to their Jerusalem home 
asking about him. 



Omanis elect candidates 
for parliament, two women 

MUSCAT (AP) — Two women are among the 164 can- 
didates elected in Oman’s indirect parliamentary polls, 
officials announced Friday. The candidates' names will be 
forwarded to Sultan Qaboos, who will choose half of 
them to sit in the Gulf state’s 82-member parliament. 
Thursday’s elections were only the second time that 
women have run for seats in the Majlis Al Shura, an 
Islamic-style council that has no formal powers but advis- 
es Sultan Qaboos on laws and policy. In the last parlia- 
ment, two women won seats for the capital Muscat. There 
were 10 female candidates. On Thursday, there were 27 
women among the 736 candidates. Officials said that 
about 15 percent of those who voted were women — an 
increase from two per cent in 1995. 
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EC releases $44 million in aid to 
Kingdom’s economic reform plan 



fill association agreement 





Smoke rises above Naameh Hill, 15 kilometres south of Beirut, after Israeli war- 
planes launched an air raid on a base of the Popular Front fox the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command, hut no casualties were reported (AFP photo) 


Israeli planes raid guerrilla 
fighters base near Beirut 

Civilian injured in south shelling 


Israel arrests 
29 illegal 

Egyptian workers 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — 
Israeli police held 29 ille- 
gal Egyptian workers on 
Friday in preparation for 
deportation after arresting 
them in pre-dawn raids in 
Tel Aviv, police sources 
said. The police raided two 
apartments in a Tel Aviv 
slum and arrested the 29 
Egyptians, who had been 
working in Israel without 
permits. Police also seized 
a number of stolen objects 
found in the flat, including 
motorcycles, video 

machines and radios, the 
sources said. 

Slain Arab attackers 
in Philippines were 
Palestinians 

MANILA (AFP) — Two 
Arab nationals, killed in an 
alleged suicide attack on an 
army camp in the southern 
Philippines, were Palestini- 
ans carrying fake pass- 
ports, a local television sta- 
tion said Friday. ABS-CBN 
quoted unnamed sources as 
saying the two Arabs, who 
attacked Camp Siongco on 
Tuesday, killin g three peo- 
ple before being shot dead, 
were Palestinian students. 
They were identified as 
Mo hammad Gharib. carry- 
ing an Egyptian passport 
and Ibrahim Sayed Ahmad, 
said to have Saudi Arabian 
and Pakistani papers. But 
die sources said these doc- 
uments were fake. ABS- 
CBN said the military was 
looking at the possibility 
that the two attackers 
entered the country posing 
as foreign students but then 
dropped out of their class- 
es. The military is also 
planning to contact intelli- 
gence agencies in Egypt, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, the 
United States and Israel to 
tty to determine the real 
identities of the two. The 
military had previously 
said the two were part of a 
group of foreigners train- 
ing with a local Muslim 
group, the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MUJF.) 
However, the MCLF has 
denied the accusation and 
has suggested the two may 
have been arrested by the 
military for undisclosed 
reasons and then killed 
while trying to escape the 
camp. 

Arafat to visit 
Paris next week 

PARIS (AFP) — Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
will visit Paris next week 
and meet with President 
Jacques Chirac, Arab 
diplomats here said Friday. 
Mr. Arafat is also to attend 
the UNESCO annual con- 
ference which opens on 
Oct, 21. The Foreign Min- 
istry, meanwhile, said that 
top Palestinian peace nego- 
tiator Nabil Shaath will 
meet with French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine on 
Tuesday. The French gov- ! 
eminent wants to see a 
stronger European involve- 
ment in the Middle East 
peace process at a time 
when the talks have ground i 
rohalL 

Algerian Islamist 
group vows no truce 

LONDON (AFP) — A dis- 
sident offshoot of Algeria’s 
militant Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA), known as the 
Hattab group, said in a 
communique received in 
London that it rejected 
“any trace or reconcilia- 
tion” with the Algerian 
regime. The group which is 
led by Hass an Hattab and 
operates mainly in eastern 
Algeria, said it would pur* 
sue its war against the 
“tyrants" in spite of a trace 
fwoclaimed by the armed 
wing of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front. 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The European 
Commission (EC) last week 
announced that it released 
ECU 40 million ($44 mil- 
lion) to Jordan in what offi- 
cials described as part of the 
European Union’s (EU) 
continuos support for the 
Kingdom’s economic 
reform programme, 

launched in 1989. 

The amount, aimed at 
supporting the Kingdom’s 
balance of payment, is part 
of a European grant of ECU 
100 million ($110 milli on) 
pledged to Jordan last year. 
A tranche of ECU 60 mil- 
lion ($66 million) was 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Security Council diplomats 
are working on a compromise 
to toughen measures against 
Iraq but limit the scope of a 
travel ban against Iraqi offi- 
cials proposed by the United 
States, diplomatic sources 
said Friday. 

The U.S. proposal was 
aimed at punishing Iraq for 
allegedly trying to conceal 
information about- banqed 
weapons programmes and 
setting restrictions on UN. 
weapons inspectors. 

Washington has asked the 
council to ban foreign travel 
by Iraqi military and intelli- 
gence officers and employees 
of certain Iraqi ministries. 
Chief Weapons Inspector 
Richard Butler said Iraq has 
threatened to stop cooperating 
with the UN. Security Coun- 
cil and ban the UN. inspec- 
tions if more sanctions are 
imposed. 

Russia has circulated its 
own draft resolution which 
would threaten new sanctions 
but stop short of imposing 
them now. Several other 
countries, including France, 
China and Egypt, are said to 


ish mountain commando 
units have completed their 
withdrawal from northern 
Iraq following a three-week 
operation against separatist 
Turkish Kurds and other 
troops are continuing to pull 
out, Anatolian news agency 
said Friday. 

The crack troops have 
gone back to two bases in 
the northeasL of the counny 
and on the bolder with Iran 
and Iraq, the agency said. 

Authorities in Turkey have 
refused to reveal how many 
soldiers remain across the 
border. Nearly 15,000 Turk- 
ish troops, backed by more 
than 100 tanks and air 
power, poured into northern 
Iraq on SepL 23 to wipe out 
bases belonging to the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK). 

Turkey said Wednesday 
that its troops and Iraqi Kur- 
dish allies had killed 862 
PKK militiamen. Military 
officials say the Turkish 
troops captured more than 
10 PKK bases in northern 
Iraq. The PKK denies this, 
saying it has been success- 
fully resisting the Turkish 

campaign. 

The PKK has been fight- 
ing the Ankara government 
for an independent Kurdish 
state in Turkey's southeast 
since 1984. More than 
26,000 people have died in 
Turkey in the conflict 


released October 96. 

The delay of the release of 
the second tranche was due 
to Jordan’s non-compliance 
with some conditions 
imposed by the EU, and 
later met by the Kingdom, 
bead of the EC delegation in 
Jordan, Yves Gazzo told the 
Jordan Times on Thursday. 

“These conditions were 
met by Jordan, such as the 
amendments to the invest- 
ment law, the competition 
law, and (government’s 
cuts) on expenditure," Mr. 
Gazzo added. 

The financial package 
also aims to alleviate the 
external and fiscal pressures 
on the Kingdom’s economy, 
and pave the way for a fruit- 


be reluctant to impose new 
sanctions. 

But diplomats said there 
was a broad feeling that a 
strong message needed to be 
sent to Iraq. 

To. avoid a damaging show- 
down within the council, 
diplomatic sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said the 15 council members, 
are considering a compromise 
which would scale back the 
travel ban from all Iraqi police 
and military officials to those 
who deal directly with UN. 
inspectors. 

This, one diplomat suggest- 
ed, would allow die United 
States to claim success in 
tightening measures against 
Baghdad without offending 
those less enthusiastic about 
cracking down on the Iraqis. 

A Western diplomat said at 
least nine other council mem- 
bers had agreed to support the 
original U.S. proposal. But 
die key would be the endorse- 
ment of the permanent mem- 
bers — Russia, France, 
China and Britain in addition 
to the United States — which • 
have veto power. 

British Ambassador John 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) has captured a town 
and 87 villages from a rival 
Iraqi Kurd group in the Belek 
region of northern Iraq, Iran’s 
official news agency, 1RNA, 
reported Friday. 

The PUK forces, reported 
to be advancing in Balek, 
near the Iranian border, 
seized the town of Gelaleh 
and surrounding villages 
from the Kurdistan Democ- 
ratic Party (KDP), it said, cit- 
ing PUK Radio. 

The radio did not give a 
date for the latest conquest, 
but said 100-square kilome- 
tres of Balek was being con- 
trolled by the PUK and allies. 

It added that PUK allied 
forces were presently 
entrenched on Hasan Beig 
Heights which looks over 
Bradust region. 

The PUK had previously 
claimed to have captured the 
towns of Haj Omran, Qasra, 
Cb uman and Nav Berdan in 
the Balek region. 

IRNA said earlier that the 
PUK and KDP were engaged 
in a fierce battle in Haj 
Omran and Qasra as they 
prepared huge concentrations 
of troops for a possible major 


between Jordan and the EU. 
which was’ initialled last 
April and is scheduled to be 
signed next month. 

The EU’s aid package is 
also geared towards a deficit 
free fiscal budget and zero 
deficit in external balance of 
payment by the year 1998 
with measures implemented 
under the supervision of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank. 

The EU had earlier 
announced that, in its con- 
tinuous financial support to 
the Kingdom, it aimed at 
having “closer involvement 
and active participation in 
the structural adjustment 


Weston said discussions 
would continue in hopes of 
drafting a proposal to submit 
for a vote next week. A Russ- 
ian diplomat, who asked not 
to be named, said he expected 
the U.S. and Russian drafts to 
be drafted into a compromise 
resolution. He said (bat Rus- 
sia does not want sanctions 
imposed immediately, as does 
the United States. He said 
Russia wants to delay any 
additional sanctions until the 
next biannual report by die 
inspection team in April 

The United States wants the 
council to add travel restric- 
tions to the list of sanctions 
slipped on Iraq since Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein invad- 
ed Kuwait in 1990, touching 
off the Gulf war. 

During a closed meeting 
with council members Thurs- 
day, Mr. Butler said that Iraq's 
UN. ambassador informed 
him that Baghdad “will cease 
all further cooperation ... if die 
council adopted a resolution 
which included additional 
sanctions." The Associated 
Press obtained a copy of Ml 
B uder’s remarks. 

Such a move would jeopar- 


confrontation. 

“Right now bloody battles 
are underway," it saii 

PUK troops and reserve 
militiamen in 16 brigades 
were called in on Thursday 
and Friday to military bases 
around the two towns in 
preparation for a major 
showdown, IRNA said. 

“They have 12 hours to 
show up in Haj Omran and 
Qasra with complete military 
equipment” it said. 

IRNA said die KDP has 
also summoned a “consider- 
able number” of troops to its 
own bases in readiness for 
the battle. 

The PUK of Jala! Talabam 
and die KDP of Massoud 
Barzani resumed fighting on 
Monday after a fragile one- 
year ceasefire, with both 
sides accusing the other of 
starting the clashes. 

The two main factions have 
controlled most of northern 
Iraq in defiance of Baghdad 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war. But their partner- 
ship collapsed in 1994 due to 
rifts over power-sharing and 
revenue. 

More than 2^00 people 
have been killed in sporadic 
clashes since then. 


process in Jordan, reducing 
the social cost of the 
reforms and ensuring that 
they are in line with the 
objectives of an imminent 
EU-Jordan association 
agreement." 

The $110 million package 
comes from the MEDA pro- 
gramme. an aid instrument 
adopted in July 1996, and 
based on the principles of 
the Barcelona Declaration 
of November 1995, namely 
launching of a Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership 
and reinforcement of finan- 
cial and technical support 
from the union to its 
Mediterranean partners. 


dise an oO-for-food deal that 
required much negotiation 
and "no fly zones" over 
northern Iraq; both measures 
were approved by the council. 

Iraq’s UN. ambassador, 
Nizar Hamdoon, confirmed 
Friday his government’s 
warning to cease cooperation 
with the Security Council and 
-the inspectors if additional 
sanctions are levied. 

He would not say whether 
die non-cooperation would 
include all Security Council 
actions, which include a limit- 
ed oil-for-food sale, or simply 
cooperation with arms 
inspectors. 

The inspections, which 
have been carried out for 
nearly seven years, seek to 
determine whether Iraq has 
followed UN. orders to scrap 
its nuclear, biological, chemi- 
cal and long-range missile 
programmes. 

Only then will the council 
lift the crippling economic 
sanctions, which were relaxed 
last year under the deal that 
allows Baghdad to sell limit- 
ed amounts of oil to buy food 
and medicine. 


France, Russia 
oppose U.S., 
Britain on Iraq 
sanctions 

UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— France’s U.N. ambas- 
sador on Friday said a 
U.S. -British proposal for 
travel sanctions against 
Iraqi officials was unac- 
ceptable and that he was 
supporting.a Russian reso- 
lution that threatened new 
measures but excluded 
them at this time. 

“At this stage it is not 
acceptable to us," Ambas- 
sador AJain Dejammet told 
Reuters', referring to U.S. 
draft resolution that would 
prevent army, intelligence 
police and others from 
travelling outside Iraq. 

Council experts on Iraq 
met privately on Friday to 
see if any compromise 
could be worked out and 
the issue will be discussed 
in the full council on Mon- 
day. British Ambassador 
Sir John Weston told 
reporters he had “a large 
number of co-sponsors 
and supporters” for the 
resolution. 

But without the support 
of France and Russia, who 
along with the United 
States, Britain and China 
are permanent council 

members with veto power, 
the proposal will fail. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Israeli war- 
planes attacked Palestinian 
guerrillas near Beirut on Bi- 
day, firing missiles at fortified 
underground tunnels, securi- 
ty officials said. 

The jets swooped down 
from over the Mediterranean 
_to hit die base of die Syrian- 
backed Popular Frontier the 
Liberation of Palestine Gen- 
eral Command (PFLP-GO 
in the hills of the coastal vil- 
lage of Naameh, about 16 
kilometres south of the 
Lebanese capital. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties or the 
extent of damage from the 
2:45 pan. local time raid on 
the base, which is made up of 
a series of steel-enforced con- 
crete tunnels dug in the hills. 
The tunnels are believed to 
store weapons and eqtrip- 
menL 

Two jet fighters fired four 
air-to-surface missiles in two 
runs over the target, said the 
officials, speaking on cus- 
tomary condition of 
anonymity. The aircraft also 
made several surveillance 
runs. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
denied Friday it had commit- 
ted to take part in a regional 
economic conference . in 
Qatar Dext month, saying its 
participation depends on a 
change in Israel’s policy 
towards the peace process. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
Wednesday that Washington 
had obtained guarantees from 
Saudi Arabia* and Egypt to 
attend die Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) con- 
ference in Doha from Nov. 
16 to IS. 

But an Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said Mr. 
Rubin’s comments were 
unfounded. 

“Egypt's position is 
unchanged. Its participation 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ten 
Israelis arrested for selling 
almost 200 kUogrammes of 
explosives to Palestinians, 
will be held for questioning 
for a further week, a court 
decided Thursday. 

The suspects who own 
quarries in the West Bank 
were detained at the begin- 
ning of this week following 
the arrest last Friday near 
Jerusalem of two Palestini- 


Wimesses said black 
smoke billowed from the 
stricken area, and residents in 
nearby buildings took cover 
in lower-level apartments. 

Lebanese army anti-aircraft 
batteries along die coastline 
opened up on the jets, but no 
hits were reported, they said 

There was no immediate 
comment from Israel on “the 
raid on Naameh, a frequent 
target of the Israeli air force. 
Israel’s air force hit the 
entrances to the tunnels at 
Naameh three times two 
months ago, the last time on 
Aug. 25. 

The PFLP-GC, which is 
led by Ahmad fibril, is 
opposed to the Middle East 
peace process and has occa- 
sionally taken part in attacks 
on Israeli forces occupying a 
border enclave in southern 
Lebanon. 

Earlier in the day in the 
south, a truck driver was 
wounded when a shell fired 
from the Israeli-occupied 
sector struck the edge of the 
front-line town of Masbghara 
in the southern Bekaa Valley. 

The 35-year-old man was 


at the Dote, conference 
hinges on a change in Israel’s 
policy towards the peace 
process," the spokesman 
added 

Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks have been stalled since 
mid-March, mainly over 
Israel’s settlement policy in 
the Palestinian territories. 

The United States on 
Thursday salt an official 
request from U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albtigbt 
far Egypt to attend the con- 
ference, which is to be 
attended by Israel 
U.S. envoy Stewart Eizen- 
stat said it was imperative to 
“separate political considera- 
tions and the economic con- 
ference because investors 
wishing to invest in Egypt 


ans in possession of 80 
kilogrammes of explosives. 

On Wednesday a court 
here extended the custody 
of two of the Israelis and 
took a similar decision 
Thursday for the other 
eight. 

Police said the ten men 
had stolen almost 200 kilo- 
grammes of explosives and 
500 detonators several 
months ago in quarries near 


wounded in the head by 
shrapnel as he loaded apples 
from a cold storage depot, the 
officials said. 

The shell was fired from 
the Toumal Niha outpost, 
which is manned by the 
Israeli-allied South Lebanon 
Army, west of the town. 
HizboUah, the Shiite Islamist 
group leading the fight 
against Israel in the south, 
said its guerrillas attacked the 
Toumat Niha outpost with 
rockets and machine gun fire 
earlier in the day. 

Following similar incidents 
in which civilians were hurt, 
Lebanon has complained to a 
multinational committee 
monitoring a truce to spare 
civilians in the south. The 
committee is made up of 
American. French, Lebanese, 
Syrian and Israeli representa- 
tives. 

Israel and its allies have 
occupied a border enclave in 
the south since 1985. They 
have been locked in almost 
daily combat with Shiite 
guerrillas seeking to drive 
them out 


and the Middle East look for 
a climate of stability and 
want to feel that the obstacles 
blocking the peace process 
do not unde rmin e- their 
investments." 

Saudi Arabia also denied 
Ml Rubin’s statements that it 
ted made a commitment to 
attend. 

■Both Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates have 
previously said they would 
not attend the conference, 
where Israel will be repre- 
sented by Foreign Minis ter 
David Levy, because of the 
deadlock in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
been boycotting the annual 
forum since its inception in 
1994 in Morocco. 


Jerusalem. They are 
alleged to have sold them 
to Palestinians out of 
greed. 

Police said they believed 
the two Palestinians held 
were trying to sell the 
explosives to local 
builders, but would notnile 
out the possibility that the 
explosives were to be used 
for purposes of terrorism. 


Security Council compromise reported in 
the works to toughen stand against Iraq 


Turkish commandos complete 
withdrawal from north Iraq 

PUK says it captured 
87 northern villages 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 


Egypt, S. Arabia deny U.S. claims on 
attending Doha’s MENA conference 


10 Israelis kept in custody over 
explosives sales to Palestinians 
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S. Arabia launches crackdown on 


illegal workers at end of amnesty 


JEDDAH tAFFl — Saudi 
Arabia launched a crack- 
down on illegal foreign 
workers on Friday at the end 
of a three-month amnesty for 
tens of thousands of Asian 
and African “overstayers" to 
leave without punishment 

Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz 
warned that the punishments 
of up to six months in jail and 
a maximum fine of 100,000 
riyals ($26,000) would be 
strictly imposed. 

“These penalties will be 
strictly implemented and vio- 
lators will be severely pun- 
ished” Prince Nayef said, 
quoted in the Saudi newspa- 
per Arab News. 

Saudi nationals who have 
given shelter to overstayers 
and people who breach resi- 
dence and labour laws also 
risk being fined up to 50,000 
riyals ($13,000), he said. 

But to curb abuse of a 
“sponsorship" system. Prince 
Nayef said authorities are 
considering the introduction 
of licences for national estab- 
lishments to recruit labourers 
on behalf of citizens. 

Under the current law, 
which is similar to systems 
operated in other Gulf coun- 
tries, foreign workers are 


brought into the country by 
Saudi nationals and only 
allowed to work for then- 
sponsors. If they change jobs, 
their status is no longer legal 

Some Saudi establishments 
have already started to handle 
the affairs of Muslim pil- 
grims from the time of their 
arrival right up to departure, 
in a bid to curb the phenome- 
non of overstayers, the interi- 
or minister said. 

Around one third of the 
kingdom's IS million popu- 
lation are expatriates, mainly 
from Asia. Most of the over- 
stayers are former pilgrims to 
Islam’s holiest sites in Mecca 
and Medina, near the port 
city of Jeddah. 

The number of people liv- 
ing illegally in the kingdom is 
estimated at around half a 
million. 

In the rush to leave in time 
for the amnesty, which 
expired at midnight, airlines 
operating to Asia and Africa 
reported heavy demand for 
seats all week. “We don't 
even have first class seats for 
India and Pakistan,” one 
operator said. 

A source at the Egyptian 
consulate, quoted in the Arab 
News, said arrangements 
were being made for some 


15,000 of its nationals to 
leave the oil-rich Gulf state 
by ship across the Red Sea. 

Several other consulates 
said they had cases of nation- 
als who had their “emergency 
travel certificates” issued by 
the missions under the 
amnesty, but were unable to 
find places in time on planes 
or ships. 

They were seeking tempo- 
rary permits to stay on until 
their bookings for departure, 
something the authorities 
have so far ruled ouL 

The Indian consulate, 
closed on Friday for the Mus- 
lim weekend, said it bad still 
not processed ah its appli- 
cants for travel papers and 
would continue issuing diem 
on Saturday. 

A Saudi government 
spokesman said Wednesday 
that there were about 13 mil- 
lion Indian passport holders 
in Saudi Arabia, but did not 
give details of how many had 
to go. Indians make up the 
largest expatriate community 
in the country and make up 
die bulk of those being 
expelled. 

Saudi authorities, which 
have not given an official fig- 
ure for departures, set up 
deportation centres to process 


exit visas for those seeking to 
leave with emergency certifi- 
cates. 

“The amnesty will not be 
prolonged, even by a day," 
said the director general of 
Saudi Arabia's passport divi- 
sion, Assad Ben Abdulkarim 
AIFarish. 

In 1996, the Saudi authori- 
ties expelled some 400,000 
people several months after 
the pilgrimage. 

Asian and African diplo- 
matic missions say they have 
issued tens of thousands of 
passes for voluntary deporta- 
tion since the amnesty was 
announced in mid-July, 
including for more than 
35,000 Indians, who make up 
the largest expatriate commu- 
nity. 

Among the Africans to 
have left are 30,000 
Sudanese and 10,000 Nigeri- 
ans, according to their mis- 
sions. 

But local authorities fear 
that as many as 100,000 other 
foreigners are still in hiding. 

The passport department 
chief for Jeddah has said that 
a campaign to flush out ille- 
gal residents would be 
launched but “without 
inspection of family houses " 





* I 





An Iraqi family answers questions by government officials conducting the country's official census on Thursday. 
Iraqis stayed at home on Thursday as die country conducted its first census for 10 years, the first since the impo- 
sition of sanctions by the United Nations following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and the subsequent Gulf war (Reuters 
photo) 


Iraqi population climbs to 22 million 


‘Closure of Hamas 
welfare offices hurts 
poor Palestinians 9 


Khartoum reshuffles 
military leadership 


GAZA CITY (AFPj — The 
closure of Hamas welfare 
institutions by die Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in 
a crackdown against the 
group has hurt thousands of 
impoverished Palestinians, 
. Hamas officials said on Fri- 
day. 

“Some 15,000 families in 
the Gaza Strip receive materi- 
al aid and supplies on an 
occasional basis from the 
institutions which have been 
closed." said Sheikh Ahmad 
Bahr, head of the Islamic 
Institute, the largest Hamas 
facility dosed by the authori- 
ty. "Six thousand families reg- 
ularly receive aid every 
month. These families are the 
bitter poor, the families of 
martyrs, orphans, and for 
many of them our aid is their 
only source of income," 
Sheikh Bahr told Agence 
France Presse. Nearly 500 
Palestinian women demon- 
strated Thursday in front of 
offices of the Palestinian leg- 
islative council in Rafah, Tn 
southern Gaza, demanding 
the reopening of the institu~ 
dons, Palestinian papers said. 

'There are many families 
which rely completely on the 
services these institutions 
give," said a sign carried by 
the women, addressed to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat 

Palestinian security forces 
closed down 16 institutions 


from Hamas’ large network of 
welfare and service agencies 
in the Gaza Strip last month 
as part of a crackdown against 
tire group which it launched 
under pressure from Israel. 

In a meeting with Hamas 
officials on Wednesday, 
Palestinian security officials 
agreed to form a commission 
to examine reopening the 
facilities. 

Mansur Abu Hamid, the 
head of one of the closed 
institutions, told AFP he had 
refused a suggestion that 
Palestinian police distribute 
supplies piled up in the insti- 
tutions to welfare recipients. 

Sheikh Bahr denied charges 
by the authority that the insti- 
tutions were a front for the 
armed activities of Hamas. 

“They are not part of the 
Hamas infrastructure. These 
are charity organisations 
which receive donations from 
individuals and groups here 
and abroad to help humanitar- 
ian projects for the poor.” he 
said 

He said the heads of the 
dosed organisations had sent 
a joint letter to Mr. Arafat ask- 
ing him to reopen their facili- 
ties. “We are also thinking of 
turning to the courts to get an 
order to reopen them, since 
we believe their closing is an 
act which violates the princi- 
ples of democracy," Sheikh 
Bahr said 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has conducted a 
major reshuffle of its mili- 
tary leadership, replacing 
the armed forces chief, it 
was announced here. 

Armed forces chief of 
staff. General Ibr ahim 
Suleiman Hassan was 
retired and will be replaced 
by his deputy. General 
Sidahmed Hamad Siraj, an 
announcement said Thurs- 
day night 

The shake-up also shifted 
General Mohammad A1 
Sasousi Ahmad from the 
position of deputy chief of 
staff to moral guidance and 
spokesman to deputy chief 
of staff for security and 
intelligence. He is to 
replace General Moham- 
mad A1 Radhi Naser Eddin 


who has been named 
deputy chief of staff for 
administration. 

Former River Nile Wali 
(governor), Abdul Rahman 
Sir A1 Khatim who was a 
retired army brigadier, 
returns to active military 
service. He has been pro- 
moted to general and 
becomes deputy chief of 
staff for moral guidance 
and official spokesman. 

General . Mohammad 
Abdul Qadir Idriss has 
been dismissed as minister 
in the defence ministry and 
replaced by General Salah 
Mohammad Salih whose 
former job as deputy chief 
of staff for supplies will be 
taken over by Major Gener- 
• al Abbas Arabi who 
becomes a full general. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq’s population has soared 
to more than 22 million, a 
rise of 35 per cent over the 
past 10 years, according to 
official figures published on 
* Friday. 

A census conducted 
Thursday throughout Iraq, 
except the north where 
fighting is currently raging 
between feuding Kurdish 
factions, found the number 
of Iraqis is 22.02 million. 


including 10.94 million men 
and 11.08 million women. 

The census, which was 
carried out under a dawn-to- 
dusk curfew, involved some 
159.500 public officials 
handing out questionnaires 
to Iraqi families. 

The north of the country 
has been under the control 
of the rival Kurdish factions 
in defiance of Baghdad 
since the 1991 Gulf war. A 
recent census by the U.N. 


World Food Programme 
said 3.1 million people lived 
in the region. 

Recent official figures 
show that some four millio n 
people live in Baghdad. 

The previous census in 
1987. while Iraq was still 
waging war against Iran, 
found that the population 
was 16.3 million, more than 
half aged under 20. 

During the first ever cen- 
sus conducted in 1927. the 


population amounted to 
around three million inhabi- 
tants. 

Official figures showed 
thnr national population 
growth is a relatively high 
3.4 per cent a year. The 
United Nations has forecast 
that the Iraqi population 
should exceed 46 million in 
2025. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of people died in the 
war between Iraq and Iran 
from 1980 to 1988. 


Government slams Amnesty report of abuses 


BEIRUT (AP) — The gov- 
ernment on Thursday 
denounced an Amnesty 
International report that 
accused Lebanese and Syri- 
an security forces of human 
rights abuses. 

“The report's content is 
flight of fancy by some 
Lebanese who are in contact 
with this organisation, giv- 
ing it false information that 
were adopted without 
checking its accuracy," Inte- 
rior Minister Michel Muir 


said. 

It was the first official 
commenr on the extensive 
Amnesty International 
report on Lebanon since the 
end of the 15-year civil war 
in 1990. 

In the 'report that was 
released Oct. 9, Amnesty 
accused the Lebanese gov- 
ernment of carrying out arbi- 
trary political arrests, torture 
and abuse of suspects in 
post-civil war Lebanon in 
the name of consolidating 


state authority. 

It cited the arrest of sus- 
pects in Lebanon who ended 
up in jails in neighbouring 
Syria, which has 40,000 
troops deployed in this 
country and is the main 
power broker here. 

The London-based group 
said it was aware of at least 
200 Lebanese nationals who 
were detained in Syria, 
mostly without charge or 
triaL 

Mr. Muir said the prosecu- 


tor general will prepare a 
detailed response along with 
facts ro refute “the slander 
and accusations made by 
this organisation which 
should have respected itself 
more" 

Mr. Murr spoke to 
reporters after a meeting of 
the Central Security Coun- 
cil. a body comprising 
Lebanese judicial officials 
and military officers, 
including those from tbe 
Syrian army. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
teachers and youth leaders 
have had to cancel student 
field trips this year because 
they can’t obtain guns to take 
along with them on their 
excursions, the Jerusalem 
Post newspaper said Friday. 

Under Israeli law. student 
excursions inside Israel or in 
tbe occupied territories must 
be accompanied by an armed 
guard to protect against 
“attacks” 

Traditionally, a parent has 
acted as guard, trailing along 
behind the students with an 
automatic rifle slung over his 
shoulder. But new police reg- 


Israeli school field trips cancelled ... for lack of guns 


ulations imposed tins year 
make it more difficult to 
obtain a weapon. 

“The real meaning of these 
new regulations is that we 
cannot get weapons for our 
trips." Naftali Deri, secretary 
general of the Council for 
Youth Movements, told the 
English-language Post. 

Hundreds of trips have 
been cancelled for the 1997- 
98 school year because of the 
inability to obtain a gun, the 
newspaper said. 

Previously, a parent was 


required only to have served 
recently in the army reserves 
for the police to issue an M-l 
carbine for use during a 
school trip. 

But new regulations enact- 
ed for this school year require 
the escort to have increased 
training with the weapon and 
win approval from the interi- 
or ministry, a process which 
takes months. 

The suddenness of the 
changes has put us in an 
impossible position. We have 
appealed to the ministries of 


police, interior and education. 
But there have been no solu- 
tions," said Ml Deri. 

A spokesman for tbe educa- 
tion ministry said it was 
“doing all it can” to train 
teachers to qualify to cany 
arms on the trips. 

Meanwhile, youth groups 
have tried to find off-duty sol- 
diers to come along on trips 
or hire professional armed 
guards. 

“But it is very hard to find 
soldiers and hiring guards 
from a company makes out 


trips prohibitively expen- 
sive." said Israel Avila, from a 
Jerusalem youth group that 
specialises in field trips. 

A police spokesman said 
the new regulations were nec- 
essary “to ensure that whoev- 
er receives weapons from the 
police be fit to bear arms. The 
changes were instituted to 
improve security on trips." 

The regulations were creat- 
ed last year, when the police 
placed tighter restrictions on 
the carrying of weapons by 
civilians. 


But Mr. Deri insists securi- 
ty was fine under tbe old 
rules, which have been in 
place since the creation of 
Israel in 1948. 

“For 50 years, I do not 
recall an incident of a volun- 
teer armed escort running 
amok on a school or youth 
movement trip,” Ik said. 

“I do recall a number of 
incidents where soldiers or 
reservists went crazy. The 
army can issue weapons to 
anyone and we can use these 
soldiers (for trips) but restric- 
tions are placed on our volun- 
teers.” be said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 .Twinkle 

14:30 — Muppet Show 

15M World Of Geo 

16:00 .The Valley Between 

16:30 Beakman’s World 

17:00 French programmes 

J-e Journal 

19:30 News headlines 

13:35 .Neighbours 

20:00 —The Newly Weds 

20:30 .Prism 

21:10 TimeTrax 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 .Feaiure film 

2*59 - Ellen 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


I W:1 „..Fajr 

05:37 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:21 -- Dhuhr 

14:34.... - -Asr 

17:05 Maghreb 

18:22........... ‘Isha 


Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Id. 

654932. 

Church ofi Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Pari& Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 
MruiMax. temp., 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba .22/31 

Deserts 18/28 

Jordan VaDey 22/3 1 


Khafifeh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 33 Aqaba 35 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent, 
Aqaba 34 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ammnkntion 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of (he .Annunciation 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
There will be a significant drop 
in temperatures and skies 
becoming cloudy to partly 
cloudy. Scattered showers 
accompanied by thunder 
storms are also expected with 
winds westerly to northwester- 
ly moderate to active. In 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Afif Shukri 

Dr. NtdalAlDahteh 

Dn SaTdTkwfiq 

Dr. Haima Mansour — 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 
Al Asema pharmacy.... 
Nairoukh pharmacy ... 
Al Salam pharmacy .... 
Yacoub pharmacy — 
Shmdsam pharmacy . 
N^jib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dc MazeuAhuBakir 
A1 Quds pharmacy — 
2ARQA: 

DnRatibAtallah 


—898863 

..-827195 

,..-788285 

750197 

-661912 

-778336 

...637055 

-623672 

-636730 

...644945 

.-637660 

-847632 


-276802 


.994424 


Food Control Centre — 637111 
Qvfl Defence Department 

.661111 

OvD Defence Immediate Resoje 

,630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency -.199 
Rescue Pofice 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Stood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints -.605800 

Price Complaints — —661 176 
Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ,897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television - 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — — -774111 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 


Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Fligh t Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0S- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813S13/32 

Kbafid! Maternity, J. Amu 

644281/6 

AkMt Maternity, J. Ainu. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 

Univeraty Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasber HospitaL 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdati 666126/37 
AI-Ahfi, AbdaH „£ 64164/6 

Tmfian, ALMnh^jreen 

777101/3 

ALBashir; J. Ashrafieh 

,775111/26 

Ariny.Marica 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
409)983323 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 

.. (09)900560 

Ibu Shut Hospital .-(09)986732 
Al Wikam Modern Hospital 

. .. ..(09199099ft 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

(02O75W 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

-TO2l27^»75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
ifPm7ioo 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


Beirut (RJ) 

Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

-Aqaba (.add) (RJ) 

— Colombo, Dubai iRJ) 
New York. Amsterdam 


..... Cairo (RJ) 

-London, Berlin (RJ) 

Paris (.add) (RJ) 

-Paris (RJ) 

- Bangkok (RJ) 


07:00 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

08:50 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

11:40 Amsterdam, New Yodc 
(RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13 JO Paris (RJ) 

13:05 — . JLondonlRJ) 

13:45 Madrid (RJ) 

20:10-Riyadh, Dhabnm (RJ) 

20:25 — Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:00 ... .Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22-45 Bombay (RJ) 

23:59 Paris (adJHRJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
; INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (Q8) 
52325a 


ARRIVALS 


Other Flights 

05:10 — -Jakarta (GA) 

06:05 -London. Damascus (BA ) 

09:30 Al 'Arish (Pf) 

I2ri)0 Riyadh (SV) 

12:10 .Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14=05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 Dubai (EKj 

16:00 Doha (QR) 

17:25 Antalia(TK) 

19:10-.- -..-London iGA) 

20:10 J’aris, Damascus (AF) 

21:15 Cairo (MS > 

22:25 Beirut (ME) 

22:45 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:15 -London iBA) 

1*2:00 - .Rome ( AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Plights 

07:05 —..Damascus (Rjj 

08:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


Other Flights 

03:00 Rcane(AZj 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

05:50 Lamaca(CY) 

06:10 Loudon (GA) 

06:55 .London (BA) 

07:10 -Damascus, Lonfcn (BA) 

10:30 AJ 'Arish <PR 

13:30 Abu Dhabi Bahrain (GF) 
13 JO Riyadh (SV) 

15 JO 'Vienna (OS) 

16:45 - Dubai (E® 

16 JO DohtlQW 

18:25 AntaliaC® 

20:10 .Jakarta^ 

22:15 Cairo ft® 

22J5 -..-Damascus. PerisC^- 
23:25 ..BdruLAmSta^B® 

03:00 -*^11 

03:00 


IN'.. 
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Home News 


RAN1A ATTENDS ANTI-SMOKING MARCH: Deputising for Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein, Her Royal Highness Princess Rania Friday took 
part in the march to highight the dangers of cancer and smoking, which was organ- 
ised by the Jordanian Society for Combating Cancer (JSCC) and the Jordanian 
Society for Combating Smoking (JSCS). Taking part in the rally were members of 
the two societies and representatives of universities and schools, as well as the pub- 
lic (Petra photo) 


Government concludes deal 
for tobacco companies, growers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government announced Fri- 
day that it has concluded a 
deal between the Jor dani an 
tobacco companies and 
tobacco growers designed 
to help the farmers market 
their product in the 199S 
agricultural season. 

Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki said his mini stry and 
the Ministry of Finance 
have received repeated 
appeals from tobacco farm- 
ers to help persuade the 
local tobacco companies to 
buy their product in the 
upcoming agricultural sea- 


son and the two ministries 
succeeded in arriving at a 
solution to this problem. 

Tobacco firms that have 
large stocks of locally-pro- 
duced tobacco and are not 
in need of any more have 
agreed to buy local produce 
next year to process for 
export purposes only, he 
said. 

The farmers agreed to 
limit cultivation to 29,000 
dunums of land next agri- 
cultural season because the 
tobacco firms have a large 
surplus of unused tobacco 
still in store, according to 
the minister. 


Dr. Mulki stated that 
though the government has 
intervened this year in a bid 
to help the farmers, it 
would not do so in the 
future because it cannot 
interfere in the affairs of the 
private sector. 

He advised tobacco pro- 
ducers to take independent 
measures to ensure the sale 
of their product since, he 
said, tobacco produce will 
be subject to the principle 
of supply and demand 
according to the market's 
needs. 


U.N., government teaming up to 
help Kingdom’s impoverished 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Interna- 
tional Day for the Eradica- 
tion of Poverty, which was 
observed Friday, marked a 
1996 U.N. General Assem- 
bly declaration that the next 
ten years will witness the 
worldwide elimination of 
poverty. 

Official statistics indicate 
that 20 per cent of the Jor- 
danian population lives 
below the poverty line. 
Poverty in Jordan is consid- 
ered a serious issue and the 
government has drawn up 
numerous programmes for 
the eradication of poverty. 

These include the Nation- 
al Aid Fund (NAF), which 
provides financial assis- 
tance to those who are not 
expected to work, such as 
the disabled, female-head- 
ed households, and the 
elderly. 

The NAF provides grants 
for family emergencies and 
has covered 1 .9 per cent of 
the population this year 
with a budget of JD21.9 
million. 

The government is 
embarking on a food sub- 
sidy system that provides a 
cash subsidy of JD0.72 per 
person per month for 
households with a monthly 
income less than JD6G0. 
This system replaces the 


“food coupon" mechanism 
for rice, sugar, and milk. 

An important step the 
government has adopted is 
the 1996 Social Productivi- 
ty Programme (SPP), 
which has the goal of elim- 
inating poverty. The SPP 
stresses five basic needs, 
including health, education, 
information and technolo- 
gy. infrastructure, and 
effective governance. 

The programme intends 
to make a visible impact on 
the living conditions of the 
poor and their income, and 
to assist them in finding 
productive employment 

The U.N. Development 
Programme (UNDP) has 
been working with the gov- 
ernment in these areas, par- 
ticularly the SPP, for the 
realisation of mechanisms 
for the reduction of poverty 
in the Kingdom. UNDP 
Representative Jorgen Liss- 
ner told the Jordan Tunes. 

“Combating poverty, inte- 
grating the poor into the 
economy, giving them a 
chance, and opening up 
opportunities for them, is a 
good investment in a stable 
and [prosperous] econo- 
my," he said. 

According to Mr. Lissner, 
Jordan is among the few 
Arab countries that has for- 
mulated and publicly 
announced “its intention to 
invest [substantial sums] in 


anti-poverty measures." 

The UNDP is working 
with the Ministry of Plan- 
ning and World Bank repre- 
sentatives in the design and 
implementation of SPP. 

Mr. Lissner described 
SPP as “a real combination 
of excellent measures that 
are needed in strengthening 
the abilities of low-income 
Jordanians in improving 
their lives.” 

However, policies must 
have a proper mechanism 
for implementation, and for 
this reason the UNDP, 
according to Mr. Lissner. is 
extending support to the 
Ministry of Labour in pro- 
viding relevant training for 
unemployed Jordanians. 

Further cooperation 
between the NAF and 
LTNDP includes determin- 
ing “who the poor are and 
what type of support they 
could make use of," he said, 
adding that studies are 
therefore being conducted 
to determine the current 
NAF beneficiaries. 

To mark the International 
Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty, the UNPD is 
bringing Together 70 people 
involved in poverty pro- 
grammes in Jordan in a 
one-day seminar on Oct. 
22. A local documentary, 
entitled “Face to Face with 
Poverty,” will be shown 
during this event. ■ 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 


* German film “Der Austemexpress" at 
Goethe-InstituL Jabal Amman at 4:30 p.m. 


EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 


* French Film “Grasse Fatigue" and Ital- 
ian film “II Grande Cocomero" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 4:30 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m. respectively. 


MOTOR SHOW 


* “Motor Show 98" at Amman Interna- 
tional Motor Show (Tel. 714211), until 
Ocl 20. 


exhibitions 


* Ceramics exhibition by Ra'd Dlaimi at 

Orfali An Gallerv, Umm Utheina, until 
Ocl 30. . 

* “Oriental Gem Trees" by Latifi Abu 
Ham dan at the Royal Cultural Centre, until 


Ocl 23. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Walid Nasral- 
lah at Hamourabi Art Gallery. Gardens 
Street, until OcL 28. ■ 

* Paintings by Abdul Qadir Bakheet at 
Instituto Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until 
Ocl 30. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Ali Al-Ebadi at 
Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street, until 

OcL 23 (Tel. 55375980). 

* “The Project of the Essence. Aspects 
of the Italian Paintings in the 90s” at the 
Faculty of Fine Aits, Yarraouk Llniversity. 
until OcL 22. 

* Exhibition of paintings and weaving 
entitled “Murmurs of Our Land" by Riham 
Ghassib and Bani Haraida at Bani Hamida 
House (Tel. 658896/7), until Ocl 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters of the 
20th century entitled “Aura Mediterrinia" 
at the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
until OcL 28 (except Tuesdays). 

* Quilt exhibition “Piecing It Together” 
by Virginia Harris at the American Centre, 
Abdoun. until Oct 20. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 18, 1997 



Tribal leaders, former military members 
competing in bedouin district races 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Tribal leaders, 
former army officers, and 
other candidates are con- 
testing in the Nov. 4 parlia- 
ment elections to win the 
six seats allocated for the 
three Bedouin constituen- 
cies. 

The 5 1 candidates, repre- 
senting the Northern. Cen- 
tral, and Southern Bedouin 
consistencies, are compet- 
ing to win the allegiance of 
their tribal kin through 
promises to improve health, 
educational, and other ser- 
vices for the bedouins in 
Jordan. 

The candidates’ pro- 
grammes also focus on 
solving the unemployment 
and poverty of the bedouins 
as well. Regional and for- 
eign policies are not of 
much interest in the pro- 
grammes of these candi- 
dates. 

The Northern Bedouins 
constituency, where 14 can- 
didates are campaigning to 


win two seats, includes 
41,565 voters. ' 

The candidates represent 
the major tribes in the 
northern badia such as the 
Qadi. Srour, Sarhan, Khal- 
di, Othemat. Sharafat, and 
A1 Own tribes. 

Among the candidates is 
the former speaker of the 
Lower House Sa'ed Hayel 
Srour, who is being chal- 
lenged by his cousin Abdul- 
lah Srour, an engineer, in 
their native place of Urn 
Ijmal. 

Other candidates include 
Adoub F al ah Outein, 
Deifallah Kheiber (tribal 
leader), Paris Qadi (retired 
army lieutenant), Fayez 
Fadel Madi (an employee at 
AJ. al Bayt University in 
Mafiraq), and Mohammad 
Khaldi. 

The list also includes 
Mohammad Athamat (a 
physician). Mohammad 
Mu’ar’ar (former deputy), 
Mohammad Breik (retired 
teacher), Mohammad Soud 
Qadi (tribal leader), Odeh 
Trroan (lawyer), Sweilem 


Sayan (a lawyer), and 
Zayed Arab Own (tribal 
leader). 

In the Southern Bedouins 
constituency, which covers 

a large area in four gover- 
norates, namely Karak, 
Ma’an, Aqaba, and Tafileh, 
17 candidates are contest- 
ing for two seats. 

The candidates are repre- 
senting the following tribes: 
Al Noumat, Njadat, 
Rokeibat, Maneen, Saediy- 
een. Rashaydeh, Abu 
Tayeh, and others. 

Among the major candi- 
dates in this constituency 
are Mohammad Odeh Nja- 
dat, a former minister of 
State and former chairman 
of the fifth battalion, and 
Abdullah Haroun Jazi. a 
physician by profession and 
a former minister. 

The list also includes: Ali 
Awad Noumat (retired 
colonel), Ahmad Abu 
Khalil (former government 
employee), Ali Mohammad 
Nueimat (a driver). Awad 
Salem Abu Tayeh (teacher), 
Bakhit Maneen (farmer). 


FaJeh Mara’yeh (teacher), 
Khalaf Rawajfeh (a former 
minister and retired army 
officer), Misha’ al Abu 
Tayeh (tribal leader), Naz- 
zal Rukeibat (farmer), 
Ruweidi Sa’edyeen (a 
retired army officer), Salem 
Jazi (farmer), Salem 
Zawaideh (a retired army 
Lieutenant). Sayel Moham- 
mad Rashaydeh (a retired 
army general), and Smour 
Huweitat (a retired army 
officer). 

The list includes Yusra 
Jazi, the only woman 
among the 17 candidates, 
who is running in her native 
area of Huseiniyeh. 

The Central Bedouins dis- 
trict, the stronghold of the 
influential Bani Sakhr tribe, 
includes 20 candidates, 
mostly tribal leaders, 
retired army and intelli- 
gence officers, and inde- 
pendents. 

The candidates represent 
the following clans of Bani 
Sakhr: Khreisheh, Ziben. 
Kaabneh, Tayeb, Jbour, 
Dahamsheh. Jahawsheh, 


and Reidini. 

Among the major candi- 
dates are Mohammad 
Adoub Ziben, a physician 
by profession and a former 
member of parliament and 
Jamal Khreisheh, a former 
army officer who represents 
the pro-government Nation- 
al Constitutional Party. The 
two candidates represented 
the Central Bedouins in die 
former parliament 

The list also includes: 
Ahmad Bani Sakher, Badi 
Rudeini, Darweesh Satel, 
Deifallah Mansour Ziben, 
Fayez Dahamsheh, Ghazi 
Fayez, Hayil Zebin, Jamil 
Jahawsheh, Lafi Ziben, 
Mohammad Hukeish, Odeh 
Hraoud. Riyad Abu Tayeb, 
S’oud Zuhair. Saleh Jbour, 
Shayesh Khreishah, Soud 
Khannan, and Wisaf Ka’ab- 
neh. 

One candidate, Deifallah 
Mitlak Ziben, recently had 
his candidacy rejected. 


Three 
contracts 
signed for 
piping 
water to 
Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion has concluded three 
agreements for bringing 
water to Amman and for the 
exploration , of water 
resources in the Kingdom 
with assistance from the 
U.S., Germany, and Japan. 

The first agreement was 
signed with an American 
consulting firm working in 
conjunction with a Jordanian 
firm to prepare designs and 
tender documents for a pro- 
ject to bring water from die 
Jordan Valley to Amman. 

The deal covers laying 
pipelines from the town of 
Zay to Dabouk, a point close 
to west Amman. The con- 
sulting services will be cov- 
ered by an American grant of 
JD 1 00,000. 

Under the deal, the Ger- 
man government will 
finance the construction of 
the pipeline early next year. , 

Japan will finance in frill 
the consultative services and 
the construction of the other 
part of the pipeline, which is 
to connect Deir Alla in the 
Jordan Valley to the town of 
Zay. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther Haddadin 
signed the contract with the 
representatives of the Amer- 
ican and Jordanian consult- 
ing firms. 

The other two agreements 
deal with exploration of 
underground water 

resources in various loca- 
tions of the country. 

One of the agreements was 
concluded with a Jordanian 
drilling firm and the other 
with a British consulting 
firm to supervise the drilling 
operations. 

The projects outlined in 
the two agreements will cost 
JD1 million and will be 
funded from the govern- 
ment's treasury. According 
to the agreements, work on 
the drilling operations will 
be conducted in six months. 


Nearly 1 million citizens have 
received voter cards — ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The total 
number of citizens who have 
received their voter cards 
enabling them to take part in 
next month's general elec- 
tions has now reached 
916,810. of whom 479,092 
are males and 437,718 
females, the Ministry of 
Interior announced Friday. 

According to a statistical 
report in Al Ra'i Friday, the 
percentage of total eligible 
voters who received , voter 
cards in the Amman region 
was 39.96 per cenL in Irbid. 
44.6 per cent, Baiqa, 5S.7 
per cent, Karak, 68.8 per 
cent Ma'an, 76.9 per cent, 
Zarqa 302) per cent, Mafraq 
53 per cent, Madaba, 60.6 
per cent, Jerash 463 per 
cent and Ajloun, 48.8 per 
cent 

A total of 561 candidates, 
including 17 women, regis- 
tered for the elections, but 13 
candidacies have been 


rejected so far because the 
government said they failed 
to meet the stipulated 
requirements. 

In a bid to provide more 
facilities to the public to 
enable them to receive voter 
cards, a ministry statement 
said Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid has decided to 
open an information bureau 
to answer election-related 
queries. 

The statement said the 
public can contact the 
bureau by telephone at 
701045, 701046, and 

701047, orbyftix at 701624. 
701025, and 701626. 

The minister has instructed 
district governors to open 
similar offices for the benefit 
of the public, according to 
the statement. 

Questions about the gener- 
al elections were discussed 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali during a visit 


to Aqaba in southern Jordan 
Thursday. 

Dr. Majali was quoted as 
saying the government 
encourages all citizens to go 
to the polling stations next 
month and will not allow 
any government official to 
abuse his or her position to 
promote any political party 
or allow any body or group 
to call for boycotting the 
elections. 

Any official caught abus- 
ing his authority in this man- 
ner will be transferred to 
another post for violating the 
law, the prime minister 
warned. 

Stating that voting is a con- 
stitutional right for all citi- 
zens, the prime minister said 
anyone found obstructing 
the election process should 
be punished. 

The government intends to 
create the most adequate 
atmosphere few the upcom- 


ing elections and enhance 
the process of democracy, 
according to Dr. Majali 

Candidates are invited to 
examine the government’s 
measures and preparations 
for the elections and vote 
counting in the country's dif- 
ferent regions, be said 

Accusing the Muslim 
Brotherhood of staging (hen- 
boycott to embarrass the 
government before the 
world, the prime minister 
said Jordan takes pride in 
being a democratic state that 
is open to political pluralism 
and allows all kinds of par- 
ries in the field. 

He expressed the view that 
the Muslim Brotherhood is a 
religious group that is not 
concerned with politics. 

He said the government 
plans to submit a modem 
election draft law to the next 
Parliament. 


Japanese women’s delegation visits Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Japan- 
ese delegation composed of 
five women arrived Ocl 17 
for a four-day visit to the- 
Kingdom under the 
Exchange of Women Pro- 
gramme between Japan and 
Jordan, according to a Japan- 
ese embassy press release. 

During their visit, they will 
attend a meeting at the Gen- 
eral Federation Of Jor danian 
Women, during which many 


topics, about women activities 
will be discussed, the 
announcement continued. 

This programme was pro- 
posed by die government of 
Japan when Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sarvath 
visited Japan in May 1995. 
on the occasion of Jordan 
Week in Japan. The objective 
of this programme is to pro- 
mote mutual friendship and 


understanding between 
Japanese and Jordanian 
women through discussions 
and visits to various organisa- 
tions and facilities in the field 
of women’s activities in each 
country, the statement read. 

Under this programme, two 
Jordanian delegations of five 
women each from the Gener- 
al Federation of Jordanian 
Women visited Japan in Jan- 
uary 1996 and February 


1997, while a Japanese dele- 
gation visited Jordan in 
March 1996, according to the 
press release. 

It is expected that this 
exchange programme will 
contribute to further enhanc- 
ing mutual understanding 
between the peoples of both 
countries, thus promoting the 
bilateral relations, the state- 
ment concluded. 


Group issues new call for election boycott 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group 
of ten people calling them- 
selves “The Movement in 
Support of Election Boycott" 
Friday called on Jordanians 
to boycott the 1997 parlia- 
mentary elections by giving 
support to the political par- 
ties and associations in their 
national reform programme. 

In a press release sent to 
the Jordan Times, the move- 
ment’s preparatory commit- 
tee members stated that the 
government has gone ahead 
with its plan to hold general 
elections on the basis of the 
one-person, one- vote 

- .l: 


uuc-pciauu, UJIC-VUtC SyS- 

tem, which serves only the 
;n,o nests of the government 
ignores those of the peo- 


ple. 

“We live in a state of dete- 
rioration of democratic, 
political, and economic life 
at a time when we are on the 
threshold of a new era. The 
government has insisted on 
holding elections on the one- 
person, one-vote system and 
has shown its intransigence 
clearly when it turned a deaf 
ear to all calls for holding 
truly representative elec- 
tions,” the press release said 

The statement added that 
the one-person, one-vote 
system breeds division 
among the people of Jordan, 
adversely affects the social 
infrastructure, and margin* 
alises the role of the civil 


institutions. 

“Holding the elections 
does not meet our people's 
aspirations, in the sense that 
the elections will not turn out 
a very responsible Parlia- 
ment at this critical stage,” 
the release continued. 

“Such government proce- 
dures do not respect public 
freedoms, since the next Par- 
liament will be the govern- 
ment's vehicle to follow up 
the remaining parts and pro- 
visions of the Wadi Araba 
and Oslo Accords, which 
will finalise the stalemated 
issues and outline the final 
shape of Jordanian-Israeli- 
Palestinian relations," 
according to the statement. 


“Then, after the govern- 
ment passes all these resolu- 
tions and decisions through 
Parliament, it will put the 
blame on them," the release 
said 

The movement also called 
for a public boycott and 
asked those concerned to 
hold seminars and lectures 
and to send out invitations 
for all political parties to 
attend a meeting in Irbid on 
Ocl 23. to discuss this issue. 

The preparatory committee 
members are Shibadeh Abu 
Shareef, Majed Khasaweh, 
Jamal Obddk, Eidah Mut- 
laq, Faisal Tall, Salem 
Qudah, Najeh Kharif, and 
Amneb Zu’bL 


Minister presents tourism plan to ambassadors 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biliaji last week present- 
ed his ministry’s strategy to 
promote tourism, which was 
recently endorsed by the 
Council of Ministers, to the 
ambassadors of 15 nations. 

After the meeting, which 
was attended by Foreign Min- 
ister Fayez Tarawneh, Mr. Bil- 
taji said these countries are the 
main source of tourists visit- 
ing die Kingdom and have 
strong links with the country. 

He said he briefed the 


envoys on the ministry’s plans 
for stimulating the tourism 
industry, and discussed 
progress on a number of 
touristic and archaeological 
projects in which these 
nations are involved and the 
training of personnel involved 
in die tourism sector 
He said (be meeting was 
within tiie framework of the 
ministry's drive to boost the 
tourism revenues of Jordan, 
which he said enjoys the sta- 
bility and security considered 
conducive to attracting 


tourists. 

The envoys represented 
Germany, Switzerland, the 
U.S„ Russia, Norway. Spain, 
Italy, the U.K., Malaysia, 
South Korea, Indonesia, 
Greece, France, Finland, and 
South Africa, and included the 
head of the European Union 
delegation and the U.N. 
Development Programme res- 
ident representative in Jordan. 

According to Mr. Biltaji. he 
raged the envoys to support 
the ministry's strategy and 
market Jordan abroad. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Staff, Parents, Children and 
Managing Committee of the 

International Community School 

• would like to extend their most sincere 
condolences to 

Mrs. Paula Williams-Brown, 

upon the sad loss of her husband, 

Dennis Brown 

Dennis worked enthusiastically for the 
school and was tbe^Cbairman of the 
School Managing Committee during his 
. last two years in Amman. 


t 






4 World News 
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Singapore gets foreign help 
in cleaning up worst oil spill 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — A 
major cleanup intensified 
Friday to tackle the worst 
oil spill in Singapore’s his- 
tory which dumped 25,000 
tonnes of petroleum on a 
busy strait 

The port authorities 
brought in the armed forces 
and multinational Firms also 
gave help. 

“The oil is contained." 

Maritime and Port 
Authority (MPA) spokes- 
woman Ong Chong Peng 
told AFP. “We are continu- 
ing our efforts with the 

■Hi Sint4re s s Australia on standby 

after a collision Wednesday 

SttnSw to clean up spill 

Orapin Global and the X x 

Cyprus-flagged 75,428- BRISBANE, Australia (AFP) — Australian specialists 
tonne oil tanker Evoikos. have been put on alert to help clean up the worst oil spill in 

The crash badly damaged Singapore’s history, the Australian Maritime Safety 
the Evoikos, which was car- Authority said Friday. 

lying 120,000 tonnes of Public Relations Manager David Gray said Singapore 
marine fuel oil from the officials had requested help from the authority through the 
United Arab Emirates. The Australian High Commission, which was liaising between 
Orapin Global, a veiy large the maritime bodies. 

crude carrier, was empty at M ... We have identified up to 25 trained personnel and we 
the time of the accident just have set aside equipment from Brisbane, Sydney and 
outside Singapore port lira- Melbourne,” he said. 

its and escaped with rela- Singapore suffered the worst marine oil spill in its histo- 
rively minor damage. iy when the Thai-registered 129,702-tonne crude carrier 

Ms. Ong said Australia, Orapin Global and the Cyprus-flagged 75,428-tonne oil 
Japan and the United States tanker Evoikos collided in the busy strait, 
had agreed to provide Maritime and Port Authority officials estimated about 
equipment for the cleanup 25,000 tonnes of marine fuel oil had spilled into the ocean 
effort. Booms were as a result of the collision. 

installed to stop the oil from The Singapore authority said it had asked for help from 
tainting beaches along the Australia, Japan and the United States for additional equip- 
island’s south and east menL 

coast. Mr. Gray said equipment that had been placed on stand- 

The MPA said by included self-powered oil recovery vessels, oil sldm- 
Singapore’s main island as mere and floating recovery tanks and containers, 
well as the resort island of 'They’ll weigh up where’s the oil's travelling over the 
Sentosa, popular among next couple of days and ascertain whether they can handle 
foreign tourists, were so far it with their own equipment. 

unaffected by the spill. “If they realise it’s beyond their resources, then they’ll 

Conservationists feared call on their nearest neighbours, which is us.” 

Opposition MP returns 
to Cambodia to seek 
dialogue with government 


for coral reefs in the affect- 
ed area, believed to be 
among the better ones 
around Singapore. 

“Any oil spills would pose 
a possible threat to coral 
reefs and other marine life 
in the area. At present we 
cannot determine the extent 
of the effects because we 
are -still tied up with the 
cleanup operations,” Ms. 
Ong said. 

At least 34 anti-pollution 
craft have been mobilised 
for the clean-up, including 
vessels from Shell. Caltex, 


Esso, Mobil and other 
petroleum concerns in 
Singapore, a major interna- 
tional oil refining centre. 

The Singapore armed 
forces were also involved in 
the operation. 

Helicopters were 

mobilised Friday to spray 
dispersants that would make 
the oil break up on the water 
surface, the MPA said. 

The operation also 
involves vessels equipped 
with “skimmers," devices 
which scoop up the oil and 
pump it into tanks. 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — An 
outspoken opposition mem- 
ber of parliament who fled 
Cambodia following the vio- 
lent ouster of co-premier 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
returned home Friday seeking 
a dialogue with die govern- 
ment. 

Son Chhay, one of IS MPs 
in exile abroad fearing perse- 
cution at die hands of strong- 
man Hun Sen. said be had 
returned for a fact-finding 
visit and to broker talks 
between the government and 
the prince’s supporters. 

T just want to find out what 
Cambodia is like today," Son 
Chhay told reporters on his 
arrival at Phnom Penh airport 
where he was met by U.N. 
officials who escorted him 
into the capital. 

He said be would suggest 


that Hun Sen step down to 
allow a neutral caretaker gov- 
ernment to run the country 
until next May’s scheduled 
election, but said he did not 
hold out much hope of that 
happening. 

“1 would like to meet Hun 
Sen as a mediator so what I 
go back to (the prince's head- 
quarters in) Bangkok, I can 
tell (my colleagues) what Hun 
Sen is offering.” 

Son Chhay. a member of the 
Buddhist Liberal Democratic 
Party (BLDP), said he had not 
been moved to return by a 
threat from parliament chief 
Chea Sim who last week said 
that if exiled MPS did not 
return soon to attend the 
assembly, they would lose 
their seats. 

“I will not attend parlia- 
ment. so if MPs are expelled. I 


will be one of them," he said. 

The government has 
assured absent MPs they will 
be safe and urged them to 
return to take part in debate 
over election legislation. 

But many MPs remain 
scared as human rights' work- 
ers have uncovered evidence 
that at least 41 of the prince’s 
supporters were executed fol- 
lowing his ouster in July. 

‘The (MPs) are frightened,” 
Son Chhay said. "They did 
not go away on holiday. They 
were scared. I would like the 
National Assembly to under- 
stand this.” 

During his expected five- 
day stay in Cambodia, he said 
he would like to meet Chea 
Sim. Hun Sen, King 
Norodom Sihanouk as well as 
human rights and pro-democ- 
racy groups. 


Italian PM restored to power 


ROME (R) — Prime Minister Romano Prodi 
won confidence votes in both houses of Italy's 
parliament Thursday, restoring his government 
to full power exactly a week after a revolt by his 
hard-left allies farced him to resign. 

Communist Refoundation Party, which signed 
a last gasp compromise deal Tuesday over the 
contested 1998 budget, returned io the govern- 
ment fold and ensured Mr. Prodi carried the two 
motions with ease. 

Mr Prodi told parliament that the formal con- 
clusion to the political crisis, which at one time 
looking like jeopardising Italy's hopes Of 
becoming a founder member of Europe’s 
planned single currency, would usher in a new 
period for the country. 

‘This crisis has left us more mature and 
stronger,” Mr, Prodi said in a speech to the upper 
house (senate ). 

“Now we start on a new phase, a second phase 
which win see the economic overhaul as an 
absolute priority. The problem is no longer get- 
ting into Europe, but staying there, and staying 
there as a leading player,” he said. 

However, peace on the political front has 
come at a heavy cost to government relations 
with both employers’ federation Confindustria 
and the major trades’ unions. 

To win back Communist support. Mr. Prodi 
promised to introduce a draft law in January to 
cut the working week to 35 hours from 40 by the 
year 2001. Unions and industrialists slammed 
the decision and will meet next week to decide 
how to fight the plan. 

“It must be said that without the agreement of 
unions and employers a draft bill regarding 
industrial relations cannot be drawn up,” 
Confindustria Chairman Giorgio Fossa said. 


In an address to the lower house before 
Thursday’s vote. Me Prodi appealed to the so- 
called social partners to keep an open mind and 
not block the plan out of hand. 

“It doesn’t mate much sense for the social 
partners to take a prejudiced position,” Mr. Prodi 
said. 

Confindustria estimates the proposed cut to 
the working week will increase labour costs by 
about 10 per cent Unionists said the plan was 
unconsidered and would add to labour tensions. 

“It won’t create jobs, but will spark numerous 
battles with employers. So we may have reached 
political peace but end up paying for h with 
social war;” Pietro Larizza. brad of the Italy’s 
third largest union body, told La Stamps daily. 

The compromise deal between Refoundation 
and Mr. Prodi, which is due to last until the end 
of 199S, was also ridiculed by opposition parties 
during Thursday’s swift confidence debates. 

Members of the separatist Northern League 
came to the senate dressed as clowns, wearing 
red noses, bow ties and bright red jackets, saying 
the whole crisis had been a farce, and “our sen- 
ators have come dressed for the occasion.” said 
the League leader in the Senate, Francesco 
Speroni. Another League member handed Mr 
Prodi a bottle of soviet champagoe. 

The prime minister rejected suggestions that 
the showdown with the small Marxist Party, 
which is not an official coalition partner but pro- 
vides essential parliamentary support for Mr 
Prodi. had forced the government further to the 
left 

“We haven’t changed our stance.” be told par- 
liament. Italy’s financial markets were unmoved 
by the confidence votes, with the results seen as 
a foregone conclusion. 


Traffic along the strait 
was unaffected and passing 
vessels were being warned 
about the clean-up opera- 
tions, the MPA said. 

Investigators were still 
trying determine why the 
ships collided despite a 
radio warning from the 
MPA — acknowledged by 
both vessels — that radar 
showed they were on a col- 
lision course. Six minutes 
after the alert they crashed. 

“They had enough time to 
avoid each other and visibil- 
ity was good at eight kilo- 
metres which is nonnal,'* 
Colonel Lee Seng Kong, 
director of the MPA’s ship- 
ping division, told the 
Straits Times. 

The newspaper said that 
one of the vessels may have 
been sailing in the wrong 
lane. Under a traffic separa- 
tion scheme, vessels plying 
the strait are given specific 
lanes to sail along. 

“Vessels are allowed to 
sail in a certain direction 
only along certain lanes,” 
Mr. Lee said. 

The MPA earlier estimat- 
ed the oil spill at no more 
than 4.000 tonnes, just one- 
sixth the actual volume. 
Port master Captain Mark 
Heah said the estimate was 
given by die Evoikos’ ship 
master. 

A spokeswoman for the 
upmarket Shangri-La Hotel 
on the res on island of 
Sentosa said there were no 
signs of oil patches reaching 
the area, and that no restric- 
tions had been imposed so 
far on sw immin g on its 
beaches. 

“We don’t see any signs of 
it,” she said. “I believe 
they're trying to contain it” 
















An oil spill control boat sprays oiJ dispersing solvents in the vicinity of a collision 
between Cyprus registered oil tanker ‘Evoikos’ and Thai registered supertanker 
‘Orapin Global’ (Reuter photo) 

Over 200 arrested in anti-Clinton 


Philippine clashes in Buenos Aires 

senator 
criticises 
anti-drug 
deal with 
Burma 


MANILA (AFP) — A lead- 
ing opposition senator Friday 
criticised Philippine 

President Fidel Ramos for 
signing an anti-drug agree- 
ment with Burma, whose 
government he accused of 
involvement in global drug- 
traffickmg. 

“We have nothing or little 
to gain from such an agree- 
ment with a military regime 
which coddles drug lords ” 
anti-crime crusader Ernesto 
Herrera said in a statement 

During a three-day visit to 
Bur ma which ended Friday, 
Mr. Ramos signed a memo- 
randum of understanding on 
cooperation to curb drug traf- 
ficking, including the 
exchange of information and 
anti-narcotics personnel 

Senator Herrera said he 
wondered "how Ramos 
failed to see the irony and 
futility of cooperating in an 
anti-drug campaign with a 
militar y government which 
backs up tire illicit drug 
industry.” 

B urma is by far the wedd’s 
largest producer of opium 
and its derivative heroin, and 
increasingly amphetamine- 
type drugs which have 
become a scourge in South 
Fast Asia, including the 
Philippines, in recent years. 
“In feet some 60 to 80 per 
cent of the heroin that is 
trans-shipped through the 
Philippines come from 
Burma,” Me Herrera said. 

Burmese state press hailed 
the visit of Mr. Ramos, the 
first Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN; head of state to 
come to the country follow- 
ing its controversial ratty 
into the regional grouping in 
July. Burma’s entry into 
ASEAN was opposed by 
Western nations critical of the 
Junta’s human rights record, 
suppression of democracy 
and alleged drug-pushing. 

The United States has 
strongly criticised Rangoon's 
military rulers for allegedly 
failing to crack (town on drug 
production and trafficking. 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
More than 200 people were 
arrested here late Thursday 
during a leftist demonstra- 
tion against visiting U.S. 
President Bill Clinton that 
turned violent police said. 

The trouble began when 
some 1,000 marchers 
brought together by leftist 
groups were stopped by 
police several blocks from a 
reception attended by Mr. 
Clinton and Argentine 
President Carlos Menem. 

Angered by the police 


blockade. 50 hooded 
demonstrators went on a 
destructive rampage, pelt- 
ing banks, store fronts, 
buildings and parked cars in 
a 10-block area with stones, 
sticks and Molotov cock- 
tails. 

Riot police then went into 
action, rounding up the 
troublemakers with tear gas 
and baton charges. 

There were no immediate 
reports of injuries, but 
police said they made 206 
arrests in the area. 


The main body of the 
demonstration meanwhile 
tried to reach Mr. Menem 
and Mr. Clinton by another 
route, only to find their path 
blocked once again by 
police some five blocks 
from where the two leaders 
were meeting. 

The leftist marchers 
shouted disapproval of Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Menem and 
waved anti-American ban- 
ners before dispersing 
peacefully. 




An Argentine leftist demonstrator is arrested during a violent demonstration in the 
center of Buenos Aires during the first day of a state visit by President Clinton 
(Renter photo) 


Taleban 
‘ready to 
hold talks 
with 

opposition’ 


ISLAMABAD (.AFP) — 
The chief of Afghanistan's 
Taleban government told 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
here Friday his side was will- 
ing to hold tails in Pakistan 
with the Afghan northern 
opposition alliance, officials 
said- 

Mullah Rabbani, quoted by 
a Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
statement here, said the talks 
should be held in Pakistan 
and attended by the “heads” 
of all factions represented in 
the opposition alliance to 
mate them “useful.” 

Mr. Rabbanj, leading a 
high-level delegation, met 
Mr. Sharif during a “short” 
visit to Islamabad, which was 
not announced in advance. 

He said die Taleban were 
“willing” to hold talks with 
the opposition alliance “as a 
mark of respect” for the 
Pakistani leader, who reiterat- 
ed during the meeting 
Islamabad's policy to “facili- 
tate a political settlement.” 
The Taleban leader accused 
the “divided and disunited” 
opposition of using such talks 
in die past as “a cover to 
regroup and prepare them- 
selves for fighting,” the 
Foreign Ministry statement 
said. 

He said “absolute peace" 
prevailed in the 80 per cent of 
die territory controlled by the 
Islamic militia, whereas the 
continued fighting in the 
north showed “considerable 
support” for the Taleban in 
that region. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
includes Uzbek fighters loyal 
to warlords Abdul Malik or 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, the 
ousted Kabul government 
and two Muslim Shiite fac- 
tions. 

The Islamic militia, which 
seized Kabul in September 
last year, has imposed a strict 
interpretation of Islamic 
Sharia Law in areas under its 
control. 

The United Nations special 
envoy, Norbert HoU, told a 
news conference in Kabul 
Wednesday the Afghan civil 
war had no chance of a solu- 
tion without the cooperation 
of Pakistan and Iran. 

“It is no secret to say that 
peace is not possible in 
Af ghanistan without the foil 
cooperation of Pakistan and 
Iran,” he said. 

Pakistan has recognised the 
Taleban government as die 
legitimate ruling authority in 
Afghanistan, while Iran sup- 
ports the opposition alliance. 

The two, which both shel- 
ter Afghan refugees, have 
held a series of meetings in 
die past to coordinate their 
efforts for a political settle- 
ment in the war-tom country, 
but without apparent 
progress. 

Irish teachers 
urged 
to drop 
‘mummy and 
daddy’ 

DUBLIN (R) — The Roman 
Catholic Chiirch in Ireland 
has urged teachers to drop 
“mummy and daddy” ft 001 
their classroom vocabulary 
to recognise the growing 
number of one-parent fami- 
lies, the Irish Independent 
newspaper said Friday. 

Instead, teachers shodd 
use phrases such as w® 
adults who live in 
house" or “die people who 
look after you", ft* 
said. { 

The language was part® 
the church’s new Irish 
gious education program?* 
for four- to five-year-^ 
which was laundwd 
Belfast, Northern IffWno. 
Thursday. ' , 

“Whereas in the pa» * 
family had a mummy a*** . 
daddy, now we dont_J 
those kmd of dungs?; " • 

paper quoted 
oiganiseis of the canqg^V 
assaying. 
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try to limit 
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World News 

Queen Elizabeth’s 
blighted India tour 
nears end 


COCHIN; India (AFP) — 
Queen Elizabeth IL 
embarking on the final full 
day of her tainted state trip 
to India, visited the south- 
ern city of Cochin Friday. 

The 71-year-old British 
monarch was due to visit 
the first European church to 
be built in India, as well as 
a synagogue and a com- 
modity exchange. 

The six-day royal tour, 
coinciding with India’s 
50th year of independence 
following the end of British 
colonial rule in 1 947. ends 
Saturday. 

A series of diplomatic 
rows and hiccups, relating 
to the two nations' present 
and past relationship, have 
overshadowed the entire 
trip. 

Cochin in the state of 
Kerala, however, believed 
to be the site of the oldest 
European settlement found- 
ed in India, is associated 
more with Portuguese 
rather than British colonial- 
ism. 

The queen, reunited with 
Prince Philip Friday after 
the royal couple followed 
separate itineraries in the 
south of the country, was 
expected to visit Sainr 
Francis’ Church. 

The building, initially 
dedicated to Saint 
Bartholomew, was built by 
Portuguese Franciscan fri- 
ars a few years after the 
arrival of explorer Vasco da 
Gama at Calicut, near 
Cochin, in 1498. 

The queen was then due 
at Cochin’s synagogue, 
built in 156S by Jews 
believed to have arrived in 
India in AD 52. Six Jewish 
families still live in the city. 
An international com- 


modity exchange and a 
visit to a British-aided 
urban development project 
were also on the agenda, 
while the Duke of Edin- 
burgh was to visit a news- 
paper and a British-aided 
home for street boys. 

The royal couple will 
leave India Saturday. The 
queen's trip, her third state 
visit to India following 
those of 1961 and 1983. 
had begun badly when 
Britain reportedly offered 
to mediate over India’s 
Kashmir dispute with Pak- 
istan. 

Media reports, later 
denied, said Indian Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral accused Britain of 
interference and of being a 
“third-rate power.” 

Further spats emerged as 
Prince Philip was accused 
by Indian newspapers of 
being insensitive while vis- 
iting a massacre site of 
Indian civilians by British 
colonial troops. A speech 
due to be given by the 
queen at a banquet in 
Madras then had to be can- 
celled due to a mix-up over 
protocol. 

Cochin, now a major port 
and the site of a naval base, 
has itself been the centre of 
a colonialism rumpus 
recently. 

This time, however, the 
argument is whether the 
500th anniversary of da 
Gama's arrival in India 
should be marked by cele- 
brations next year. 

Protesters are arguing that 
the arrival of da Gama, who 
died in Cochin in 1524, led 
to the colonisation of India 
by Europe and to centuries 
of oppression. 


Palace, Downing St. 
try to limit 
Indian tour fiasco 


LONDON (AFP) — Buck- 
ingham Palace and Down- 
ing Street embarked on a 
damage limitation exercise 
Friday to salvage some- 
thing from Queen Eliza- 
beth’s visit to India, wide- 
ly seen as a diplomatic 
fiasco. 

In an unprecedented 
statement the palace 
denied repons that the 
queen was unhappy with 
the government’s handling 
of the visit. It expressed 
support for Foreign Secre- 
tary Robin Cook who has 
been blamed for infuriat- 
ing the Indians by offering 
London as a mediator in 
the Indo-Pakistani dispute 
over Kashmir. 

The palace statement 
came shortly after Prime 
Minister Tony Blair 
ordered a counter-offen- 
sive in Britain to publicise 
the successes of the visits 
to India and Pakistan to 
counter the continuing 
controversy. 

He is said to be worried 
that the war of words 
' between Delhi and London 
is threatening to overshad- 
ow next week's Common- 
wealth conference in Edin- 
burgh. 

India has been claiming 
that the Labour govern- 
ment has a hidden agenda 
over Kashmir. 

The palace said the 
queen was “entirely satis- 
fied with the advice from 
the foreign secretary and 
his officials in the prepara- 
tions leading up to the visit 
and during the visit itself.” 

She had “very’ much 
appreciated the warmth of 
the welcome she has 
received throughout the 
tour, which she is enjoying 
very much.'* 

Mr. Cook, under attack 
from all sides, risked 
widening the political row 
over the affair when he 
suggested Friday that the 
timin g of the tour was 
wrong. He told BBC Radio 
he had “inherited” the tour 
from the Conservatives 
and suggested it could 
have been arranged at 


“some moment other than 
the 50th anniversary of 
India's independence from 
Britain.*” 

Indian government Min- 
ister Jayanthi Natarajan 
told the radio that although 
the state visit had been 
“successful from the 
queen’s point of view," 
there was * unhappiness 
about “certain avoidable 
remarks” attributed to Mr. 
Cook. 

Conservatives have 
made political hay out of 
Mr. Cook's discomfort 
Shadow Foreign Secretary 
Michael Howard accused 
Mr. Cook of damaging 
Bri tain ’s standing abroad. 
He said: “Never has a for- 
eign secretary caused so 
much offence to so many 
people in such a short 
time.” 

Former Tory member of 
parliament Harry Green- 
way went further, declar- 
ing": “There is a feeling that 
the queen has been set up 
to ann oy the Indians and 
that the British govern- 
ment has set out to dimin- 
ish her. 1 would even go so 
far as to say that the gov- 
ernment's dirty tricks 
department has been at 
■work.'’ 

The queen’s visit has 
been maned by a series of 
controversies, diplomatic 
gaffes and alleged protocol 
breaches which have 
turned what was meant to 
be- the cementing of Anglo- 
Indian relations 50 years 
after the sub-continent 
won its independence from 
Britain, into a public rela- 
tions nightmare. 

A final snub came Thurs- 
day when India banned a 
speech the queen planned 
ro give in Madras. 

Palace officials maintain 
“nit-picking” has over- 
shadowed the positive 
aspects of the tour and Mr; 
Cook described the 
Madras incident as a 
“storm in a toast teacup.” 

The queen was winding 
up her visit to India Friday 
with a trip to the southern 
city of Cochin. 
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N. Korean guards 
abduct S. Koreans 
on tense border 


An overview of the heavily fortified demilitarised zone which shows the South Kore- 
an barbed-wire fence at the bottom of the picture while a huge North Korean flag and 
the North Korean village of Kisongdong near the truce village of Panrounjom can be 
seen at the top of the picture (Reuter photo) 


SEOUL lR) — North Kore- 
an troops Friday abducted 
two South Korean farmers 
in the heavily fortified 
demilitarized zone (DMZ) 
dividing the two Koreas, 
the United Nations Com- 
mand said in a statement 

U.N. Command 

spokesman Jim Coles told 
Reuters that North Korea 
has indicated to U.N. mili- 
tary officials that it would 
return the two farmers. 

“It should be very quick,” 
said Mr. Coles, adding sev- 
eral time frames had been 
discussed between North 
Korean army and U.N. offi- 
cials at the truce village of 
Panmunjom. 

Earlier, the U.N. Com- 
mand issued a statement 
saying 12 armed North 
Korean soldiers “crossed 
the military demarcation 
line (MDL) and abducted 
two South Korean farmers 
in a rice field northeast of 
the village of Taesong- 
Dong, south of the MDL." 

It said the North Korean 
soldiers took the two South 
Koreans — a man and a 
woman — to their side of 
the demarcation line, which 
bisects the DMZ. 

The statement said there 
were no reports of gunfire 


by either side. 

A spokesman for South 

Korea’s Ministry of 

National Defence said 

Seoul had demanded a 
“safe and speedy return of 
the abducted residents." 

Yonhap television news 
reported the two abductees 
were 66-year-old Hong 
Sung-Soon and her 41- 
year-old son, Kim Young- 
Bok. Both were residents 
of Taesong-Dong, also 

known as “Freedom vil- 
lage”, which has roughly 
240 residents. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam was briefed on the 
incident but has made no 
official comment, a presi- 
dential spokesman said. 

“If the two residents are 
returned immediately there 
will be no problem. But if 
they are taken north, the sit- 
uation could last quite a 
while,” the presidential 
spokesman said. 

Television news reports 
said five South Koreans 
were working in a rice ■field" 
inside the DMZ. Two of 
them went into the hills, to 
pick acorns when they were 
abducted by North Korean 
guards close to the demar- 
cation line. 

The line which can be 


blurred by bushes, divides 
the four- km- wide DMZ 
between North and South 
Korea. 

Incidents on the border 
are not uncommon. 

Last month a North Kore- 
an soldier, who crossed into 
the southern side of the 
DMZ was shot by South 
Korean bonier guards. In 
July, northern troops fired 
mortar shells at a southern 
guard post in one of the 
worst border clashes in sev- 
eral years. 

The U.N. statement said 
Friday’s incident was being 
investigated as an armistice 
violation. 

Most of North Korea's 
1.14 million strong army is 
deployed along the tense 
border dividing the two 
Koreas. which are techni- 
cally still at war. The 1950- 
53 Korean war ended in an 
armistice rather than a 
peace agreement. 

The area of the DMZ 
where the two were abduct- 
ed is under the jurisdiction 
of the U.N. Command, 
.which is led by the United 
States forces in Korea. 

The DMZ is the last cold 
war frontier and probably 
the most heavily armed 
border in the world. 


Japan y s boy 
murderer sentenced 


KOBE. Japan (R) — A 15- 
year-old boy whose brutal 
attacks on younger children 
— including beheading one 
of them — horrified Japan 
was sent Friday to a medical 
institution where he can be 
held until be is aged 26. 

If still judged mentally unfit 
when be reaches the age of 26, 
the boy can be transferred to 
an adult mental institution. 

The eagerly-awaited sen- 
tence by the Kobe Family 
Court ended one of Japan’s 
most gruesome murder sagas 
which involved ritual killing 
of animals, salanic worship, 
violent videos and hatted of 
the country’s rigid education 
system. 

As well as decapitating 11- 
year-old Jun Hase, the boy, 
whose name was not released 
because he is a minor, also 
murdered a 10-year-old girl 
with a hammer and assaulted 
three other children in sepa- 
rate attacks in this western 
Japanese port city. 

The reign of terror, which 
forced parents and teachers to 
escort pupils to and from 
school, started on Feb. 10 and 
did not end until the boy. then 
aged only 14, was arrested on 
June 28 when be confessed to 
the crimes. 

Fear readied its height on 
May 27 when Hase’s severed 
bead was found at the gate of 
a junior high school with a 
note stuffed in his mouth say- 
ing the killing was to take 
revenge on Japan's education 
system. 

Police investigations re- 
vealed that Hase was stran- 
gled three days earlier and the 
boy used a knife and handsaw 
to decapitate him, briefly 
keeping the bead at his borne 
overnight 

Judge Yasuhiro Igaki hand- 
ed down die sentence, which 
could lead to the boy spending 
the rest of his life in mental 
institutions, at a closed-door 
session attended only by the 
boy, his parents, five defence 
lawyers, and court officials. 

Outside the court, scores of 
Japanese media waited to give, 
live reports of the sentencing. 

There are four medical juve- 
nile t rainin g schools in Japan 
each with about 100 minors. 
They are facilities for delin- 
quent minors who need med- 
ical treatment, eiiher mental or 
physical. 

In a mental examination 
report submitted to the court, 
two psychiatrists said the boy 
had sadistic tendencies and 
recommended his detention in 
one of tbe futilities. 

The search for the so-called 
“Kobe kiDei” set off one of 
Japan’s biggest-ever man- 
hunts complicated by taunts to 
police from the boy who 


wrote bizarre messages to 
local newspapers boasting he 
was “invisible” and would 
never be found. 

After the beheading, the boy 
wrote in his diary Hase’s 
killing was a “sacred rite” 
dedicated to an unknown god 
be called “Bamoidodd.” 

Suspicion fell on the boy 
when residents of his middle 
class neighbourhood reported 
to police that he had once 
beheaded a car and strangled 
several pigeons. 

In the boy’s room.- police 
found a stack of horror-movie 
videos and books on past 
murder cases, such as tbe U.S. 
serial killer of the 1960s nick- 
named Zodiac killer, whose 
letters to police were mimic- 
ked in notes the killer sent to 
the media. 


Rwanda tribunal indicts 
2 more genocide suspects 


NAIROBI (R) — ThefLUJSI.’s 
tribunal on the Rwanda geno- 
cide has indicted two more 
suspects including a former 
general in the Rwandan 
armed forces, a tribunal 
spokesman said Friday. 

Former General Gratien 
Kabiligi and Aloys 
Ntabakuze. a former major 
and para-commando battal- 
ion commander, were 
detained in Nairobi in July 
and held at the tribunal's 
headquarters at Arusha, north 
Tanzania. 

“They are jointly charged 
with genocide, complicity in 
genocide, crimes against 
humanity and with violations 
of Article three common to 
the Geneva conventions,” 


said tribunal spokesman 
Bocar Sy. No date has been 
set for their next court 
appearance. 

Judge Lennart Aspegren of 
Sweden, confirming the joint 
indictment Thursday, said 
there was sufficient evidence 
to provide reasonable 
grounds for believing ihe two 
men committed the crimes, a 
tribunal statement said. 

Officials from the 
International Criminal Tri- 
bunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 
working with Kenyan police 
in July arrested eight people 
wanted in connection with 
Rwanda’s 1994 genocide of 
an estimated 800,000 Tutsis 
and moderate Hums. 

Six of the eight were indict- 


ed by the court at the time of 
their arrest 

“Normally the procedures 
give the prosecutor a total of 
90 days to present his indict- 
ment Without indictment the 
person is a suspect now they 
are accused and it is the 
indictment that changes their 
position,” said Mr Sy. 

Gen. Kabiligi. 45, is 
alleged to have made anti- 
Tutsi statements and talked 
about the possibility of their 
elimination “within a short 
period of time” inciting 
extremist Interahamwe mili- 
tiamen to kill, the statement 
said. 

Mr. Ntabakuze. bom in 
1954, is alleged to have 
described Tutsis as the 


enemy and ordered subordi- 
nates to kill Tutsis in revenge 
for the death of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana, whose 
plane was shot down on April 
6 triggering the genocide. 

UN. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan sacked two 
senior tribunal officials in 
January after the body was 
sharply criticised in an inter- 
nal report for financial mis- 
management, corruption and 
nepotism. 

A total of 21 suspects are 
detained in Arusha while 
three more are held abroad, 
the tribunal said. Three trials 
have started. The court, 
whose maximum penalty is 
life imprisonment, has yet to 
complete a dial. 
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Hamas in throes 


of peace 


THE FALLOUT from the release of Hamas spiritu- 
al leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin from an Israeli jail 
in the wake of the foiled attempt on the life of the 
Movement's Politburo Chief Khalid Misha'al last 
month continues to resonate across religious and 
political lines. There is no doubt that Hamas 
emerged triumphant from the botched attempt, 
which was carried out by a group of Mossad agents, 
with its political fortunes dramatically increased on 
both the Palestinian and Israeli fronts. Hie image of 
Hamas was greatly transformed from that terrorist 
group to a party that is seeking justice for its own 
people and peace with the Israelis at an acceptable 
price. 

It was Misha'al himself who first hinted, in the 
aftermath of the attempt on his life, that an Israeli- 
Bamas dialogue was .not beyond the realm of the 
possible provided Israel took bold measures to 
recognise the rights of the Palestinian people on 
their soil and stopped its unilateral actions to prede- 
termine the future of the occupied territories. 
Sheikh Yassin even went further by drawing a 
framework for eventual coexistence between Jews 
and Muslims, where they could live in peace and 
harmony side-by-side. 

The olive branch that Hamas has extended to 
Israel took a vivid expression when its Islamist lead- 
ers informed His Majesty King Hussein of their will- 
ingness to declare an effective ceasefire with Israel 
and called on him to pass this offer to Israel. The 
chain of events came to a head when Sheikh Yassin 
received in his Gaza base Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
Eliahu Bakshi-Doron and Rabbi Menachem 
Froman of Tekoa and discussed with them inter- 
faith understanding between the two faiths. 

Of course all sides agree that in order for peace to 
take roots in the Middle East, it most be founded, 
inter alia, on inter-religious tolerance if not outright 
inter-religious understanding. There is also no hope 
of ever establishing a culture of peace in the minds 
and hearts of Arabs and Jews unless the religious 
dimension is duly noted and respected. Hamas and 
Israeli religious leaders have taken the first critical 
step and may well be heading towards meeting that 
objective. If Hamas succeeds in establishing a foot- 
step in the Israeli body politic, it would prove to be 
a breakthrough that could contribute greatly to 
Arab- Israeli peace. 

The fact that Sheikh Yassin has pledged to seek 
and work out a rapprochement with Israeli and 
Jewish leaders through the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) promises to reduce rivalry and 
friction between the PNA and Hamas to a minhmim. 
In actual terms, both Hamas and the PNA can lend 
support to each other's quest for justice, peace and 
coexistence. After all both parties are integral parts 
of the Palestinian nation which is unanimous on 
attai n i n g full recognition, sovereignty and indepen- 
dence in the West Bank and Gaza. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra Vs Sultan Hattab said that despite the boycott of 
some opposition groups tbe general elections will take 
place next month on schedule and most probably the 
majority of eligible voters will turn out to cast ballots. 
Remarks heard here and there by some people accusing 
the government in advance of staging the elections and 
claiming that the next parliament would be weak and 
would not be able to oppose any government policies or 
air its view on different issues are not heeded by the 
Jordanian public which is deter min ed to create a parlia- 
ment that would contribute to the country's develop- 
ment in the coming century, said the writer. He said the 
Jordanian people have a responsibility to choose die 
best and most eligible candidates to represent them in 
over the next four years, and it is therefore important for 
the Jordanians not only to take part in voting but also to 
elect those who are worthy of their trust and who can 
help Jordan deal with the challenges in the coining cen- 
tury. 


Arab A1 Ya win's Taher Ad wan said that because Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu defended the 
Mossad agents' act in Amman and issued further 
at his press conference upon their return to Israel, 
Jordanians have every reason to be on their guard for 
more similar attacks. Netanyahu has threatened to 
strike at what he called any place harbouring terrorists, 
and therefore he is likely to send Mossad agents with 
chemical weapons to repeat their attacks in the streets 
of Amman or other parts of the Arab World, said the 
writer. The government did well in ordering the expul- 
sion of Mossad agents from the Israeli embassy in 
Amman but should have ascertained whether those to 
be expelled have taken part in the attack on Hamas offi- 
cial Khaled Misha’al along ,with the other two who 
were caught in the act, he said. The government should 
have also pursued this matter at tbe international level, 
lodging a complaint with the U.N. Security Council 
against Israel’s use of chemical weapons for assassina- 
tion attempts abroad, Adwan said. Jordan, he said, 
should not close the Misha’al file but should pursue all 
efforts that would fend off further danger to this coun- 
try. 


Opposition candidates exercise democratic rights 


AS ELECTION day draws nears, indications are stronger 
that contrary to pessimist predictions of boycotts, every 
party will be taking part in the polls, directly and indi- 
rectly. 

Whether they admit it in public or otherwise, several 
major groups in Jordan which have been ^Threatening” to 
boycott the polls have slowly entered the arena. These 
include the Baath nationalists, communists and centrists 
as well as Islamists. 

No one can deny that the decision by some former mem- 
bers of the Islamist parliamentary bloc, including 
Abdullah Akaileh, Fayez Rabieh, Ali Fakir, Ahmad 
Kassasbeh. and Mohammad Khreibat Azaideh, to run in 
the elections indicates a clear dent in the self-assumed 
“hardline'’ position adopted by tbe mainstream Islamic 
movement in the country. 

The participation of these prominent members of the 
movement means that the Islamists are indeed participat- 
ing in the elections. Of course, there could be counter 
arguments that the mainstream Islamist Action Front 
(IAF) is staying aw/ay from the elections no matter what 
But can the party deny that it would seek to play a leg- 
islative role, albeit by proxy, if and when these candidates 
win the elections? 

Having said that, however, what we Jordanians need is 
not only the participation of Islamists in the elections but 
the victory of some of them tQ strike a balance in the 
make-up of our next Parliament. 

The decision to run by some members does indicate a 
crack in the Islamist movement The group’s leaders 
should be gratified that there are among them people who 
have really understood and accepted tbe concept of 
democracy. Staying away from elections is not part of 


democratic life, which calls for strong participation by 
everyone concerned with the future of the country and 
society. 

A simple declaration of a boycott of elections borders 
on a public disavowal of any interest in the country's 
affairs regardless of the given reasons. 

For one thing, the Islamists who base their “boycott" of 
■ the elections on Jordan’s firm commitment to the peace 
treaty with Israel seem not to have appreciated the fact 
that it is up to them to muster a majority' and try to fight 
the peace treaty from within Parliament. If they are unable 
to gain a majority among the elected representatives of the 
people, then that simply belies their claim that a majority 
of Jordanians oppose the state of peace with Israel. 

For another, if the Islamists are committed and dedicat- 
ed to preserving the freedom of the media as they repeat- 
edly affirm in the context of the amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law, then they should also appreciate 
that their declared objective of reversing the amendments 
cannot be achieved without majority clout in the legisla- 
ture in line with our Constitution. As such, by staying 
away from die polls, the Islamists are sending a message 
to their electorate that they have thrown in the towel. 

Finally, we come to the Islamists vehement rejection of 
the one-person, one- vote formula. They argue that the for- 
mula is undemocratic. Now, this is an interesting aspect 
that the Islamists have made the mistake of embracing. 
Let us look at the advanced democracies in the West, and 
if the West cannot serve as an example as far as the 
Islamists are concerned, let us turn east and take an Asian 
country, India — the largest democracy in the world — as 
an example. 

India today has more than 500 million eligible voters. 


But everyone of them has the right to only one vote for the 
central parliament and another vote for the state legisla- 
ture. And India’s experience so far clearly demonstrates 
that the country is indeed truly democratic. How else 
could anyone explain the ongoing trial of a former prime 
minister and hundreds of former ministers and senior offi- 
cials on charges of corruption? 

There are dozens of examples that clearly show that the 
one-person, one-vote concept is the bedrock of any true 
democracy. And if the Islamists are fighting the concept, 
then there is something clearly wrong in their own per- 
ceptions of democracy. For the last three years, we have 
heard consecutive governments offering dialogue with the 
Islamists on all issues related to elections except the one- 
person. one-vote concept and formula, and we also heard 
Islamist rejections of the offer every time. 

Quite simply, the Islamists' stand rings hollow when 
viewed in light of logic and universal practices. 

On the other hand, however, we cannot but rule out the 
possibility that the participation of Islamist candidates as 
independents in the elections is a clever camouflage that 
might last only until election day. When results are pro- 
nounced, we could find a dozen or so springing up and 
declaring allegiance to the mainstream Islamist political 
party in the countiy. 

We cannot but welcome such a development, if indeed 
that is the case, because what we need is the presence of 
every political colour and ideology in our legislature. And 
only those with strong convictions can hope to achieve 
anything in terms of our immediate and pressing objective 
of improving the lot of Jordanians in terms of standard of 
living and the elimination of poverty from our midst. 


A western Christian force encourages Zionism 
as a means to fulfilling a prophecy 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


AMONG THE reasons that the the U.S. 
and Europe have for supporting the fur- 
therance of Zionism is one that may escape 
many. Some of the Christian sects, partic- 
ularly the Evangelicals, believe that die 
return of the Jews to Palestine will augur 
well for the second coming of Christ and 
the consequent conversion of the Jews to 
Christianity. This belief is obviously wrong 
from the point of view of the Christian reli- 
gion as it has no bases whatsoever in the 
Christian faith and doctrine. Nevertheless 
the Zionist Jews were clever and shrewd 
enough in propagating this belief so as to 
achieve their ultimate purpose, the creation 
of a Jewish state in Palestine. 

This belief is embraced particularly by 
the Evangelical Christians who are more 
Zionist than die Zionists themselves and 
who support Israel under the belief that the 
return of the Jews to Palestine is a biblical 
prophecy. In a book entitled “America’s 
Evangelicals — More Zionist than the 
Zionists,” the author, William Claiibome, 
states the following; “Estimated at 40 mil- . 
lion members and embracing Abraham's 
Covenant as fervently as the most impas- 
sioned Zionists, their burgeoning 
Evangelical Christian movement in the 
United States is fast becoming one of 
Israel's potent allies in the conflict with the 
Arab World. They issue warnings with 
beatific certainty that a great conflagration 
with the Soviet UnioD in the Middle East is 
a biblical prophecy and promise that the 
United States will come to Israel’s rescue.” 
Of course, nothing of that alleged prophe- 


cy has been realised as the Soviet Union 
collapsed without any conflagration. 

Some naive Evangelicals have actually 
opened what is called a “Christian 
Embassy” in Jerusalem with the preposter- 
ous purpose of converting Jews to 
Christianity and thus hasten the second 
coming of Christ 

There are thousands of Christian church- 
es and communities, however, who reject 
the mythical belief of those Evangelicals. 
In effect, an ecumenical group of 
Christians — including Protestants, 
Roman Catholics and Orthodox — met in 
Illinois in 1979 and 1981 and issued two 
declarations * called the "Lagrange 
Declarations." 

The first declaration contained in part the 
following: “We are anguished by the fact 
that countless Christians believe that the 
Bible gives to the modem state of Israel a 
divine right, divine sanction to the state of 
Israel's policy of territorial acquisition. We 
believe that such an understanding must be 
judged in the light of the whole Biblical 
Revolution affir ming that in the revelation 
of Jesus Christ, God’s Covenants find their 
completion.” The declaration goes on to 
state; “Forthrightly, we declare our convic- 
tion that, in the process of establishing the 
state of Israel a deep injustice was done to 
the Palestinian people: confiscating their 
land and driving many into exile and even 
death. We are further grieved by the ongo- 
ing denial of basic civil rights of those 
Arabs who live today in the state of Israel” 

The Second Lagrange Declaration of 
1981 stated in part: “We question biblical- 
ly the vision of nationalism and statehood 


limited to particular people as tbe means 
for building a durable and just peace in the 
Holy Land. We long rather for the vision of 
the land and peoplehood secured for both 
Israeli people and tbe Palestinian people in 
foe Holy Land. We question how 
Christians can believe that the Old 
Testament gives the modem state of Israel 
divine and unconditional ownership of the 
land of Palestine, to the exclusion of the 
indigenous people. We believe that an hon- 
est, open and comprehensive understand- 
ing of the Bible prohibits these claims and 
raises the priority of God’s justice for all 
peoples as the means to nourish the hope of 
reconciliation between Israel's and 
Palestinians." 

Mr. Colin Chapman, a member of the 
Episcopal Church, impugns in his book 
"Whose Promised Land,” the alleged 
prophecy about the return of the Jews to 
Palestine. He says: “That any Christian 
who is concerned with the problem of the 
land of Palestine, should demonstrate his 
concern by doing all he can to find out the 
truth about the land, that we have no right 
to mm to the Bible for guidance if we do 
not know the whys and wherefores of the 
return of the Jews to the land and the estab- 
lishment of the state of Israel, or if we have 
been fed by a very one-sided version of 
what happened.” Mr. Chapman even ques- 
tions whether the Jews believing in the 
prophecy have acted according to tbe law 
by asking about how the Jews have 
acquired the land and how they have treat- 
ed the Arabs; how much of the land has 
been acquired illegally by being stolen, 
confiscated or expropriated "And are the 


Jews treating the Arabs as if they are their 
own native-born, or are they oppressing 
them and ill-treating them.” 

As a Christian, Chapman feels that he is 
bound to conclude that the promise of the 
land to Abraham and his descendants does 
not give toe Jews a divine right to possess 
tbe land for all times. The author does not 
believe that toe state of Israel is of God in 
the sense that it is the fulfillment (or even a 
preliminary stage of fulfillment) of all that 
God promised and predicted in toe Old 
Testament about the future of tbe land and 
its people. For a Christian to interpret these 
events simply as the fulfillment of prophe- 
cy represents a kind of regression which 
constitutes a return to a way of thinking 
which the disciples of Christ had aban- 
doned once and for all when they grasped 
the kind of spiritual kingdom which Christ 
had inaugurated through his death and res- 
urrection. 

It is indeed some consolation for the 
Palestinians to know that the participants 
in the Lagrange Declarations have 
unequivocally urged the United States to 
curtail subsidies to the government of 
Israel until tbe latter ceases all illegal 
seizures of property, establishment of set- 
tlements on Palestinian land and expulsion 
of Palestinians. It is a consolation also to 
find that there are unbiased and courageous 
Americans who forthrightly reject the 
myth of the promised land to the Jews 
notwi thstan ding the nefarious influence of 
some of the American Jews and particular- 
ly of the powerful lobby — toe American- 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE ELECTION campaign in 
Jordan, domestic issues, reper- 
cussions of Israel's assassination 
attempt on Haxnmas official 
Khaled Misha'al as well as pan- 
Arab issues lasr week dominated 
tbe op/ed pages of tbe local 
dailies. 

In A1 Ra’i, Tareq Masarweh 
criticised the government’s 
removal of campaign banners 
that referred to Israel as the 
Zionist enemy. The Constitutiou 
guarantees the right to free 
expression regardless, of any 
treaty or agreement with other 
countries, Masaarweh said. He 
said, the treaty signed between 
Jordan and Israel in Wadi Arabia 
can by no means deny the 
Jordanian people the right to 
express their views freely. If 
Jordanians should not refer to 
Israel as an enemy, then at least 
10 Israeli political parties ought 
to change their ideology and their 
logos which openly consider all 
Arabs enemies and do not con- 
ceal their ambitious designs of 
occupying Arab land, Masarweh 
said. 

Nazih Qousus of AI Dustour 
demanded that candidates run- 
ning- in the elections next month 
meet requirements other than 
those stipulated by the Ministry 
of Interior. “We need to see intel- 
lectual and cultured people rep- 
resenting us in Parliament, 
deputies who realise the ills of 
their country and the needs of 
their people, and have the 
courage not only in taking pan in 
debates, but also in improving tbe 


socio-economic conditions pre- 
vailing in the country,” Qousus 
said. He said, it is not necessary 
that a candidate be a university 
graduate but at least should have 
acquired sufficient experience 
and education and should be able 
to defend the public’s interests. 
The writer said Jordanians do not 
want deputies who act only in the 
interests of their own districts but 
rather deputies who can address 
issues of national concern, 
including foreign relations. 

According to Al Ra'i’s Fakbri 
Kawar, candidates with more 
wealth are the ones with a better 
chance of winning in next 
month's general elections. 
Candidates who can afford to put 
up banners on every street and 
place campaign advertisements 
on television and radio, said 
Kawar, are in a position to air 
their views and present their pro- 
grammes to the public, unlike 
many other contenders who can- 
not afford such luxuries. It would 
have been a realistic and accept- 
able situation had the radio and 
television media allowed all can- 
didates to use their facilities free 
of charge, he said. By allowing 
only those who can afford the 
cost of messages to advertise, 
said the writer, Jordan Radio and 
Television is treating campaign 
messages like any other adver- 
tisements about food, sweets, 
shoes, perfumes and the numer- 
ous other items that are commer- 
cially promoted day and night 

Addressing the possession of 
large amounts of fire arms by 
individuals, especially from tbe 
tribes, Mohammad Subeihi of 
Arab Al Yawm said the automatic 


weapons which these people have 
are not Intended to fight a war in 
defence of Jordan but rather to be 
used on social occasions. These 
dangerous weapons are also used 
by criminals and by revenge 
seekers, a phenomenon that 
poses a constant danger to the 
public, said the writer. 
Sophisticated weapons which 
were confiscated from smugglers 
recently were definitely brought 
into the country for evil purpos- 
es, and thus encourage the public 
to believe that Jordan is in danger 
or it is targeted by internal as 
well as external enemies, he 
added. Recalling that firearms 
have killed and maimed scores of 
people during weddings and 
other celebratory occasions, the 
writer demanded that strict 
penalties be imposed on those 
who possess unlicensed 
weapons, those who possess or 
use automatic weapons and those 
who smuggle fire arms into the ■ 
country. 

Mohammad Daoud a writer for 
Al Dustour daily discussed pri- 
vatisation in Jordan noting that 
the government seems to be tak- 
ing speedy measures to privatise 
most of its institutions. But the 
writer said that the government 
seems at tbe same time holding 
on to its shares in local dailies 
obviously in a bid ro control tbe 
media and restrict free expres- 
sion. It is unacceptable to see the 
government holding on to its 
•shares in only two of the local 
dailies and no others, and there is 
no justification for retaining its 
shares in the media at large 
because this is in contravention 
of the law and conflicting with 


the government’s own ideas of 
privatisation, stressed the writer. 
He said the time has come for 
the government to take measures 
without any delay to end its part- 
nership in the press by selling its 
shares and utilising the money in 
development schemes. 

Writng about the Khaled 
Misha’al case, Arab AI Yawm’s 
Mohammad Subeihi. said those 
who dream of peace with Israel 
and those deceived by the Israeli 
claims about their desire to live 
in peace with the Arabs can no 
longer convince the public of 
their ideas. “We want those , who 
are deceived by the so-called new 
world order and U.N. resolutions 
to realise that there can be no 
peaceful coexistence among the 
children of Abraham, and no one 
can convince the Jordanians from 
now on of the idea that Israel’s 
dream of creating a substitute 
Palestinian homeland in Jordan 
has been buried forever,” said 
Subeihi. He said that only 
through Jordan’s intrinsic force 
and national unity and affiliation 
to and close cooperation with the 
other Arab countries can the 
Kingdom ensure its security. 

Another Arab AI Yawm writer, 
Khaled Zubeidi, said tbe private 
sector’s apprehensions about the 
danger inherent in Israel’s ambi- 
tions are justified because the 
Jewish state seeks normalisation 
with the Arabs in order to impose 
hegemony on their wealth and 
their economy. The private sector 
is right to warn against the dan- 
gers of the Doha economic meet- 
ing and its call for boycotting the 
parley next montb because Israel 
plans to attend. There can be no 


benefit of such a meeting at a 
time wben we see Israel banning 
the Palestinians from trading 
with the Arab World, imposing 
occupation on them, and repress- 
ing the Arab inhabitants under 
Israel’s rule, he said. The writer 
referred to the Arab economic 
meetings, plans for an Arab com- 
mon market and bilateral accords 
among tbe Arab states on pro- 
moting economic cooperation as 
the best means for protecting and 
promoting the Arab national 
economy. 

Writing about Iraq, Marwan 
Hazine of Arab AI Yawm said a 
ray of hope for an end to the suf- 
ferings of the Iraqi people is in 
the offing now that Syria and Imq 
have decided to mend fences and 
stan close cooperation in trade 
and economic fields. Hazine said 
Damascus and Baghdad have 
finally decided to close ranks in 
light of Turkey’s constant 
to the two Arab countries, threats 
from Israel and the U.S.’s foreig 0 
ambitions in Arab territory- H e 
said these dangers should al 50 
encourage the Arab Gulf coun- 
tries towards transcending 
differences with Iraq and ending 
the embargo which has' rained t» c 

Iraqi nation and impoverished its 

people. Syria and Iraq are 
only two Arab countries expose 
to threats and U.S.-Israeli don**" 
nation, therefore all 
should be made to reconcile Al^ 
states and secure backing iof- r ? 
Syrian-Iraqi rapprochement ^, 
fend off the dangers posed 
nation. Hazine said. : SjS. 
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Features 

World Bank strategy 
targets corruption, 
environment and 
institution building 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 18, 1997 


WIDESPREAD COR- 
RUPTION is a symptom 
that the state is function- 
ing poorly, and ineffective 
states can retard and mis- 
direct economic growth, 
according to Susan Rose- 
Ackerman of Yale Law 
School. Corruption is a 
particular problem in poor 
countries. Even with 
reform-minded rulers, 
poverty limits the options 
for reform of public insti- 
tutions and government 
policies. The World Bank 
can assist reform pro- 
grammes, but only if the 
country’s political leaders 
are willing to bear the cost 
of change by reducing 
incentives for payoffs, 
establishing credible law 
enforcement, reforming 
the civil service and 
increasing the govern- 
ment’s accountability. 

For its part, the World 
Bank can help by making 
it clear in its grants and 
loans that corruption will 
not be accepted as normal. 
Furthermore, the h ank 
must move to cancel pro- 
jects in which corruption 
is anaovered or cost over- 
runs suggest that venality 
or incompetence is perva- 
| sive. Helping countries 

' develop anticorruption 

strategies can both 
improve the legitimacy 
and effectiveness of gov- 
ernments and aid develop- 
ment by making it easier 
to target projects to over- 
come poverty and facili- 
tate shared growth, said 
Rose-Ackerman. 

Corruption is particular- 
ly pernicious when it is 
entrenched, according to 
. Michael Johnston of Col- 
gate University. Citizens 
and investors see corrup- 
tion as inevitable and 
efforts to fight it as futile. 
Johnston suggested that 
entrenched corruption 
embodies a kind of equi- 
librium. By altering the 
political and economic 
environment, however, it 
is possible to shifi towards 
low corruption, higher- 
growth equilibria that ben- 
efit from and help sustain 
accountable politics and 
administration. Aid agen- 
cies are well placed to help 
with this transition 
process. using their 
resources, staff and knowl- 
edge of the countries in 
question. 

Good policies and 
- institutions essential 

Most of the high-flying 
East Asian economies 
passed through two similar 
stages of development, 
explained Takatoshi Ito of 
Hitotsubashi University. In 
the first stage, the econo- 
my “takes off” from a 
stagnant state. Accelerat- 
ing growth is accompanied 
by structural changes: 
resources shift from agri- 
culture to simple manufac- 
turing and then to more 
sophisticated manufactur- 
ing. In the second stage, as 
the share of manufacturing 
hits a plateau and the tech- 
nological gap narrows, 
growth slows. 

Countries wishing to 
emulate the East Asian 
example need to pay more 
attention to the initial 
stage, Ito said. It is natural 
for a low-income economy 
to grow fast, but only if the 
conditions are right for 
take-off — that is, if the 
basic infrastructure and 
macroeconomic funda- 
mentals are in place. 
M aintainin g social and 
political stability is also 
important in this first 
stage. 

Institutional quality — 
measured by bureaucratic 
efficiency, degree of cor- 
ruption, protection of 
property rights and the 
rule of law — is important 
for growth, according to 
Alberto Alesina of Har- 
vard University. 

Recent studies have 
shown that government 
consumption, often sup- 
ported by foreign aid, has 
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no positive effect on 
growth and can be serious- 
ly harmful in countries in 
which a large government 
sector coexists with poor 
institutions. In addition, 
government consumption 
does not appear to have a 
positive effect on improv- 
ing social indicators and 
reducing poverty and 
income inequality, particu- 
larly in countries with 
poorly developed institu- 
tions. 

Because foreign aid typi- 
cally increases govern- 
ment consumption, espe- 
cially in countries with 
poor institutions, Alesina 
suggested that the 
international community 
in general, and the World 
Bank in particular, rethink 
conditionality. Financial 
assistance should be with- 
drawn from countries that 
do not satisfy minimum 
standards of institutional 
quality. The World Bank 
should provide technical 
assistance for institution 
building, however. 

Poverty and 

environment 

In developing countries, 
environmental resources 
are used mainly as input in 
household production or in 
small-scale production 
units, according to K&rl- 
Goran Mfiler of the Beijer 
Institute and Stockholm 
School of Economics. 
Thus, they are of substan- 
tial value, particularly 
since they may be essen- 
tial for survival. Any 
degradation of the 
resource base will greatly 
affect the population, and 
maintenance of it is thus 
critical for economic 
development 
Although it is difficult to 
understand the interac- 
tions between economic 
and ecological systems, 
Maier said that developing 
countries can take certain 
actions to alleviate poverty 
while protecting the envi- 
ronment such as introduc- 
ing well-defined property 
rights and establishing 
markets — particularly 
capital and insurance mar- 
kets — wherever they sup- 
port better management of 
environmental resources. 

In agrarian communities, 
increasing population den- 
sity can set in motion a 
virtuous cycle of increased 
income and environmental 
sustainability, or a cumu- 
lative, mutually reinforc- 
ing process of ecological 
disaster and massive 
poverty, according to 
Ramdn Lopez of the Uni- 
versity of Maryland. 

The goals of increased 
rural income and a stable 
and healthy natural 
resource base, Ldpez sug- 
gested, are more likely to 
be achieved in communi- 
ties that have a resilient 
environmental base, where 
a culture of cooperation 
and partial exclusive rights 
existed prior to population 
expansion, and where pop- 
ulation expands at a grad- 
ual rather than an explo- 
sive pace. Specific recom- 
mendations to national 
authorities and technical 
advisers for achieving this 
goal include: 

— supporting the institu- 
tional conditions of agrari- 
an communities — for 
example, by providing 
legal titles to land and 
other resources to commu- 
nities or individuals; 

— identifying areas that 
are environmentally vul- 
nerable and concentrating 
extension services, sup- 
portive infrastructure, and 
credit in these areas; and 

— focusing land reform 
in areas where access by 
the poor is particularly 
restricted and where there 
are large private landhold- 
ings in the surrounding 
areas. 

IMF Survey 


By Richard Tanner 


WHAT IS Jordan’s greatest resource? If its 
neither her people nor her limited but use- 
ful farmland, nor even mineral deposits 
like phosphate, then surely its her archae- 
ological storehouse. So what are schools 
doing to induct the young into .their cul- 
tural heritage and for them to participate in 
the development of what could be our top 
income earner: Tourism? 

Have no doubt of the richness of this her- 
itage. Going to work each day, I pass an 
Iron Age fort, sadly neglected, on Gardens 
Street, a Byzantine monastic hillside, now 
built over, at Khilda and old terraces, 
which may pre-date the Nabateans, now 
being ploughed again for the first time in 
perhaps 1200 years. And that’s in 15 min- 
utes. 

Last weekend, I found die fine Roman 
mausoleum of Nuweijis and the world's 
earliest town (perhaps) at ‘Ain Ghazal, 
both on the northern edge of Amman, ten 
minutes’ drive from the centre, and it’s 
taken me five years to get to them. Do the 
children who live near these sites know 
what treasures lie in their backyards? 
Who’s encouraging them to study and look 
after these sites? If there’s no-one, then 
expect these remnants of the past to follow 
the propyl aeum and the Umayyad mosque, 
Asbali bridge and the stone houses of 
downtown Amman into oblivion. 

Amman is one of the world’s truly 
ancient cities, fairly continuously occu- 
pied from 2000 BC to 1000 AD. then 
slowly abandoned until this century. That 
abandonment has preserved as ruins much 
from our Umayyad, Byzantine-Roman and 
Ammonite past, rains that are so common 
that we take them for granted. And take 
them we do, stone by stone for usually 
interior new building, and artefacts to dec- 
orate our homes or to sell illegally abroad. 

Yet abundance is extremely rare. N. 
Europe. N. Asia and N. America have 
nothing like it, nor sub-Saharan Africa and 
Australia. Only around the Mediterranean 
and in Egypt, through Persia into India and 
E. China did comparable civilisations 
leave rain upon rain. At the crossroads 
between Greece and Turkey, Egypt and 
Persia, we’ve had them all pass through. 
Dig on any hill along the Kings Highway, 
in any valley meeting the Jordan Valley — 
Dead Sea — Wadi Arabi rift, and you’ll 
find something two or three thousand 
years old. If this shows where we came 
from, we should all know about these sym- 
bols of our cultural heritage; if it has the 


potential to attract millions of tourists, we 
should preseve our treasure. 

Of course children learn about the major 
sites from their textbooks and may be 
lucky enough to visit some places. But I 
advocate a more involved approach, 
hands-on primary experience. We could 
start by asking all schools to log all 
“re mains " in their local area. Once identi- 
fied, the more interesting sites could be 
“adopted" by schools nearby. Students 
could record “their” site in drawings and 
photographs, label and protect it and 
maybe produce a simple guide. “Real" 
work will enthuse children as my A1 
Qalaa’ project proved. 

This project took eight Thursday morn- 
ings. A group of 15-year-olds, working to 
fulfil requirements for the International 
Baccalaureate diploma and Crown Prince 
Awards, produced a brochure for tourists. 
Week one, we talked about what we 
should do, studied nearby countries’ site 
brochures and made a plan. Week two, we 
visited A1 Qalaa’ — the Citadel in down- 
town Amman — ■ to survey and photograph 
it: only two of the group had ever visited 
this magnificent site, and only to die 
Roman Temple side and the museum. 
Walking the whole area, they were excited 
by the scale of the project and astounded 
by the Umayyad “Assembly Hall." Their 
enthusiasm drove them to research and 
write (week three), then divide into artists, 
designers and writers to photo and draw, 
plan the walking trail and describe each 
stop respectively (week four). Week five 
saw the first draft pasted up before the 
second visit to see if it worked (week six). 
In week seven, the students completed the 
second draft and took it to fee Department 
of Antiquities for Dr. Fawzi Zayadine’s 
expert revision. For our final session, we 
went to the beautiful Abila site to put our 
newfound archaeological skills into prac- 
tice, identifying Iron Age, Hellenistic, 
Roman, and Byzantine remains on that 
pristine site. 

When the ministry printed the leaflet 
some months later, the students were 
absolutely thrilled to receive copies. Their 
work had purpose: they had achieved. 
Couldn’t fee students of Hisban and Mad- 
aba, of Karak and Taflleh, of Sahab and 
Ras Ai Ain, of Deir Alla and Safi, and of 
all the other wonderful places in Jordan, 
couldn’t they be invited to produce site or 
town trails? 

For our youngsters to understand the rich 
legacy of fee past needs a concerted effort. . 
All the major players need to contribute. 
The Department of Antiquities could com- 



A scene from Muta, site of the Battle of Muta where Islamic forces clashed 
with the armies of Byzantium (file photo) 


mission projects like Al Qalaa’ across the 
country. It has masses of photographs, 
records and artefacts which could be made 
into sets for schools to borrow and use. 
You understand how sites are dated if you 
handle the pottery sherds from different 
periods. 

The Ministry of Education, local writers 
and readers should get together to produce 
teaching materials, programmes and kits, 
and courses to use and develop these, 
enabling teachers to bring alive fee history 
and culture of Jordan. 

Archaeologists from our universities and 
from overseas shoud provide information 
.about digs, speakers and guides, surplus 
artefacts and advice, bringing their work 
alive to others as the “bones” lady at Lot’s 
Cave did for me. As most of the active digs 
are in rural areas, rural schools would for 
once be at the forefront Students from 
Yarmouk and Jordan Universities could 
show children round their museums, and 


help them set up school or local museums. 

Friends of Archaeology (FoA) could 
expand their activities to include serving 
schools. These would need to contribute as 
school members, but for relatively modest 
fees, FoA believes it can provide a service. 
If schools feel they would like help with 
designing materials, making visits, run- 
ning clubs, networking people who can 
help or training teachers, please contact 
FoA (Saraaa Abu Sharar, 696682) or the 
writer. 

Finally, if you want to see what’s on 
offer, why not join me on Friday 7 Novem- 
ber for a day’s activity where parents, 
teachers and children can work together to 
try to calculate how many people lived in 
Pella. See you there. 

The writer, an ex-principal of a British 
school, is now teaching at Amman Bac- 
calaureate School. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan Times. 


The unspoiled island paradise that 
inspired the classic ‘utopia ’ 


By ToddLewan 
The Associated Press 

FERNANDO DE NORONHA, Brazil — A 
dinghy drifts outside fee bay of dolphins in 
the cool mauve of dawn. TTiree tourists sit 
on the bow, waiting for the spectacle to 
begin. 

Before fee sun rises to burn the sky, 700 
spinner dolphins will return to this protect- 
ed cove to socialise, muse their young, and 
have plenty of sex after 14 hours of hunting 
in the deep Atlantic south of this archipel- 
ago. 

Carlos, a fisherman, has brought fee 
tourists to this place, one touched by the 
whispering trades, fee dancing rain and lit- 
tle else. 

As the Earth's virgin places disappear one 
by one, there is almost nowhere left outside 
of Antarctica where nature is truly as it 
always was. 

Jumbo jets whisk U.S. to islands once 
considered remote. Developers spread 
asphalt over swamps. Hotels sprout like 
asparagus on beaches once ruled by crabs. 

But there is Fernando de Noronha, a 
watchband of islands in the middle of fee 
Atlantic, where fate, luck and politics have 
come together to preserve a timeless jewel. 

This is why they have come, these three 
who bob in a paint-peeled boat. Leeward, 
several hundred metres away, foam is blow- 
ing off the tops of a line of waves. No, wait. 
Those aren't waves. They’re dorsal fins. 

The tourists tumble into fee gin-clear 
water. Twenty metres below them, the bot- 
tom pulses, a living quilt of neon yellow, 
orange, red and purple sponges and coral. 

First come those heart-jolting sounds — 
die high-pitched squeals ami clicks of dol- 
phin sonar. The dolphins are closing fast as 
sailplanes. Dozens, no, hundreds, sweep by 
in unison. 

A few shift into neutral to inspect fee 
interlopers, these humans who look so 
clumsy in the water, so absurd in phospho- 
rescent-yellow flippers and goggles. 

A baby female with a white horizontal 
stripe peers quizzically into the goggles. 
Then she’s off, like a torpedo. 

Each mo rnin g, fee leaping, spi nn i n g dol- 
phins return as surely as the tide, oblivious 
to the knots of tourists who ooob and aaah 
from scattered boats and cathedral-like 
cliffs. 

The spinners are no circus act. They are 
the last pint of nature’s blood, still beating 
wild in its heart 

This is the national marine park of Fer- 
nando de Noronha, an ISO- square-kilome- 
tre area encompassing 20 islands and islets 
550 kilometres off Brazil’s northeastern 
nose. 

The waters around Noronha are so rich 
that biologists can’t yet name all of fee vari- 
eties of sea life they hold. There are endan- 


gered sea turtles, octopuses, 90-kilo- 
gramme grandfather jewfish, roughneck 
grunts, crevalle jacks and at least 14 differ- 
ent species of shark. 

The sanctuary survives because of its 
remote, open-ocean location and because of 
an environmental programme with some of 
the strictest controls over humans anywhere 
in the world. 

“Ours is fee island of fee forbidden," says 
Rosemary da Silva Arrida, 21, one of the 
archipelago’s 2,000 residents. And then she 
giggles: “But that’s all right It’s a beautiful 
thing we are doing." 


As the Earth’s virgin 
places disappear one by 
one, there is almost . 
nowhere left outside of 
Antarctica where nature 
is truly as it always was. 


The guardian of these islands in fee rough 
is Ibama, the federal environmental protec- 
tion agency that administers Brazil's 
national paries. 

Ibama allows no more than 420 tourists 
on fee archipelago at a time, and outsiders 
are not allowed to work here. Only two 
twin-engine planes arrive each day from the 
mainland, bringing no more than 25 pas- 
sengers. 

To discourage long stays, Ibama charges 
an “ecological tax" that rises exponentially 
by the day. For three nights, the tax is $18 a 
person; for six nights, $50, for a month. 

For Noronha’s residents, environmental 
approval is needed for almost everything. 
All property on the island belongs to fee 
federal government, and any construction 
— even adding a porch or an outhouse — is 
forbidden. 

So is hunting, logging, littering, camp- 
fires and remaining on any of the island's 
16 beaches after 6 p.m- Fishing is permit- 
ted only outside the marine park, where 
Atlantic waters are deeper than 50 meters. 

Violators lose their boats and equipment 
and face thousands of dollars in fines. As a 
wanting, seized equipment is put on public 
display. 

Is all this enough to keep Noronha from 
becoming another club Med? Will the suc- 
cess of this environmental programme be 
its worst enemy and attract too man y 
tourists? 

Ze Gaudencio, Ibama’s director on fee 


archipelago, ponders the question while 
watching night fall on Sancho beach. 

“This cannot die ” he says. “If the wild- 
ness of Noronha dies, something pure and 
wild inside of us will die along with it." 

This archipelago may be a paradise, but 
not for comfort creatures. 

There is practically no place to eat out, no 
mall, no theatres, no boutiques, no pubs, 
and only one hotel — a converted World 
War II quonset hut that swelters on a good 
day. 

Forget the golf clubs, water skis, and ten- 
nis rackets. And don’t plan on finding any 
games of chance. 

There are two public telqphones and only 
six lines to the outside world. Mail can take 
weeks. Freight makes all “imports” expen- 
sive, from the 52 can of Coke to the $ 12 roll 
of film. 

There are no cars, and no one misses 
them. Where would one go in a Mercedes? 

There is no autobahn to Lion Beach, 
where waves of white gold burst into clouds 
of mist on the reefs. There is no expressway 
to Caracas point, where frigate birds dive 
into the waves and then rise into fee wind 
with sardines twitching in their beaks. 
There is no road to Ponta da Sapata, where 
granite spires are chiselled by fee wind. 

“On fee mainland you are what you 
have," says Edilene Francisco da Silva, 20. 
“Here on Noronha, you don’t need things to 
be someone. You are what is inside of you. 
When you learn this, you find peace.’’ ’ 
Noronha isn’t just a utopia. It is the 
utopia. 

The islands were discovered in 1503 by 
Amerigo Vespucci, fee Genovese sailor and 
map maker who gave fee new world his 
name. It was Vespucci’s account of Noron- 
ha that inspired Thomas More to write his 
classic book, “Utopia," a plan for a perfect 
socialist state set on a remote island. 

The Portuguese colonials had something 
else in mind for Noronha. For more than 
200 years, it was fee site of Forte de Reme- 
dios prison, where dark, brick, cells were so 
small and narrow that they had to be 
entered backward and where, at times, pun- 
ishments included 100 lashes or death at the 
bottom of a pit of hungry sharks. The prison 
didn’t close until World War n, when 
Noronha became an airbase for American 
warplanes en route to Africa. 

Brazil’s armed forces maintained a base 
there until 1987, finally pulling out and 
leaving behind one potholed road, 150 
dilapidated barracks, and a paradise of sil- 
very waterfalls, crescent bays and sand as 
white as flour. 

“It was sort of like waking up in Eden,” 
says Fabio Souza Caruacao, 24, a scuba- 
diving instructor. “The question was, what 
were we supposed to do with paradise?" 

The Odebrecht construction company and 
Brazil’s biggest banks had an idea: turn 


Noronha into a resort complete with posh 
hotels, sushi restaurants, yacht club, and 
golf course. 

Environmentalists and scientists in Brazil, 
Canada, the United States and Great Britain 
had another idea. 

Brazilians Russell Coffin and Jose Trada 
Palazzo led a movement at home to petition 
the government, while Canadian photogra- 
pher Guy Pell and and Jack McKenney drew 
worldwide attention to the archipelago’s 
uniqueness with the film “Bay of Dol- 
phins" 

On Sept. 14, 1988, President Jose Sarney 
ended the tug-of-war with the stroke of a 
pen, signing a decree feat transformed 
Noronha into a national park. 

“Noronha has been in a 500-year time 
warp,” Mr. Palazzo says. “To turn it now 
into one more playground for the rich — 
now, fear would be cause for 100 lashes." 

The tourists peer through their masks as 
Fabio, the divemaster, leads them into a 
weightless world. Wrapped in blue light, 
swept by a sense of vertigo, they fall with- 
out end, displaced in time. Shafts of sun 
come over their shoulders and spear the 
depths. 

Above, French angelfish chase the intrud- 
ers’ air bubbles to fee surface. Below, the 
current pushes a broth of microscopic life 
over hills of. sugary sand, over hydroids 
white as bone, over fee blinking eyes of 
octopuses. 

The tourists hover, watching schools of 
surgeonfisb gather, dissolve and regather 
into a formation that looks like one big fish 
— a ploy to confuse predators. 

Suddenly, the bottom falls 10 meters. 
Thrilled, terrified, the divers soar over the 
abyss. This must be what it means to fly. 

Scarlet tube sponges wave, hairlets of 
coral quiver, tiny wrasses peer from holes 
like residents of a high-rise. A silvery 
swarm of roughneck grunts converges on 
the tourists as if they are lumps of rock. A 
wall of mutton snapper, skyblue with yel- 
low stripes, glide among them. 

A 3-metre nurse shark snoozes; a sharp- 
tail eel hunts for sleeping fish; a starry 
feoray and her children ripple their slick, 
freckled bodies as they cruise in unison. A 
wrasse delicately picks parasites from a 
barracuda with its jagged, white teeth. 

A green turtle, big as a buick. sneaks up 
from behind to watch the tourists watch the 
fish. 

Earlier, before the dive, Fabio’s boat 
swayed easily in the lee of Rat Island. The 
plan was to go down 34 metres on the arch- 
ipelago’s open-ocean side. It was a risky 
dive for these beginners. 

Fabio stepped off the boat and splashed 
into the turquoise water. 

“Ready?’ he asked the others. “Then let’s 
go say hello to God.” 
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‘Lifelone learning ’ vital to jobless battle , OECD says 

OECD ministers call for special 
initiative on youth unemployment 


German and European 
traders show interest 
in Jordanian produce 


PARIS (AFP) — Labour 
ministers of the industri- 
alised countries have 
called for a “special ini : 
tiative" to tackle the prob- 
lem of high youth unem- 
ployment. 

“Ministers were particu- 
larly concerned about per- 
sistently high levels of 
youth unemployment in 
many OECD countries,” 
the Organisation of Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 
said in a communique 
after a two-day meeting 
of labour ministers here. - 

“It is vital to reverse this 
situation for reasons of 
social cohesion and equi- 
ty and because young 
people represent ‘an 
investment for the 
future,”* the statement 
said. 

“Ministers recommend- 
ed that a specific initiative 
focusing on youth unem- 
ployment should be 
developed” and asked the 
OECD to attach high pri- 
ority to identifying the 
most effective policies for 
governments to combat 
the problem. 

The OECD meeting 
agreed on three “promis- 
ing avenues for. action” to 
combat unemployment: 
improving work and 
training incentives for the 
low-paid and unskilled 
jobless; active policies to 
prevent people drifting 
into long-term unemploy- 
ment and “lifelong learn- 
ing” to keep pace with a 
rapidly-changing world, 
the statement said. 

Workers and employers 
need to play an active role 
in finding “economically 
viable and socially 
acceptable solutions to 
the challenges of globali- 
sation,” as lower unem- 
ployment and more 
opportunities to move out 
of low-paid jobs would 
aid popular support for 
the global economy and 
technological change, it 
added. 

The Trade Union Advi- 
sory Committee to the 
OECD welcomed the fact 
that “governments now 
recognise that low pay, 
growing poverty and inse- 
curity of workers are not a 
solution to unemployment 
but part of the same prob- 
lem.” 

The ministers also 
expressed concern about 
rising unemployment 
among older men and the 
“modest progress” in 


improving job prospects 
for women, saying that 
“leaving these skill poten- 
tials unused does not bode 
well for coping with the 
future challenges, espe- 
cially that of ageing popu- 
lations.” 

Each country needs its 
own strategy of macro- 
and micro-economic poli- 
cies to tackle the unem- 
ployment problem, 

including . structural 
reforms- to translate eco- 
nomic growth into rising 
employment, the state- 
ment saidL 

While some countries 
have made good progress 
in structural reforms and 
have reaped the benefit of 
higher employment, oth- 
ers have made slow 
progress, notably due to 
concern that greater 
labour and product mar- 
ket flexibility “will 
threaten social cohesion 
by leading to growing 
earnings inequality and 
poverty.” 

The OECD has long 
expressed concern that 
lack of labour market 
flexibility in the European 
Union (EU), notably in 
France and Germany, is 
hampering efforts to bring 
down unemployment. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund warned last 
month that lack of labour 
market reform is the only 
real threat to a successful 
launch of the single EU 
currency. 

For the low-paid and 
unskilled jobless, the 
OECD ministers said the 
first priority is to find jobs 
for the unskilled by 
improving their employa- 
bility. but a lifelong learn- 
ing programme should 
also be available to enable 
them to improve their 
skills and not be perma- 
nently trapped in low- 
paid jobs. 

Not enough evidence is 
available on the best poli- 
cy mix to achieve this, 
and the ministers 
“encouraged the OECD to 
assign a high priority to 
work in this area.” 

The meeting, the first 
OECD labour ministers' 
meeting in five years, 
proposed that OECD 
labour and education min- 
isters meet together “to 
assess the successes and 
failures of past efforts to 
coordinate labour market 
and education and train- 
ing policies” and develop 
mechanisms for future 


cooperation. 

The statement gave no 
suggested date for such a 
meeting. 

OECD labour ministers 
said here Wednesday that 
industrialised countries 
need to overhaul their 
education systems to offer 
training between school 
and retirement to reduce 
youth unemployment and 
cope with an ageing pop- 
ulation. 

“Most countries in the 
Western world experience 
smaller and smaller youth 
generations and there is a 
real risk that we will be 
facing the problem of 
shortage of labour in the 
not too distant future,” 
Danish Labour Minister 
Jytte Andersen told the 
conference. 

“So measures must be 
taken — mainly in rela- 
tion to young persons — 
but also, to a wide extent, 
in relation to older per- 
sons,” she said. 

The conference dis- 
cussed ways to reduce a 
more than 10 per cent job- 
less rate in OECD coun- 
tries. but particularly how 
to resolve the current 
problem of youth unem- 
ployment and bow to 
equip the workforce to 
meet the future needs of 
employers in a rapidly- 
changing world with an 
ageing population. 

Thelndustrialised world 
needed to harness the 
expertise of older workers 
to improve training, as 
well as instilling a system 
where training throughout 
one's working life is seen 
as the norm, EU repre- 
sentative Padraig Flynn 
told reporters. 

Too many young people 
draped out of school and 
went into long-term 
unemployment, either 
because there was no 
training available or 
because there was no 
motivation to take it up, 
Mr. Flynn said. 

Difficult decisions 

requiring “political . 

courage” would have to 
be taken if the problem 
were to be resolved, Mr. 
Flynn warned. 

He also stressed the 
need to link any such 
measures “to the realities 
of working life.” 

People who have never 
had a job or unemployed 
for a long time need not 
only training for a partic- 
ular job, but also the 
chance to learn “more 


basic things, such as get- 
ting out of bed in the 
morning, being punctual, 
solving the tasks they are 
presented with,” Ms. 
Andersen said. 

But such a shakeup of 
the education and training 
system will require fund- 
ing to enable adults with 
famil y responsibilities, 
for example, to return to 
education without total 
loss of income. 

“A lot of partners are 
needed in these initia- 
tives" to engage school- 
leavers in the world of 
work and allow for train- 
ing during a person’s 
working life. U.S. Labour 
Secretary Alexis Herman 
told AFP. 

Not only the federal 
government but local 
authorities, the business 
community and non-prof- 
it organisations are 
involved in such pro- 
grammes in the United 
States, she said. 

She also stressed the 
importance of convincing 
children in school that 
“what you learn impacts 
what you earn,” noting 
that the U.S. government 
plans to lengthen the 
basic ’education require- 
ment from 12 years to 14. 

“One of the good things 
about this meeting” was 
that it allowed an 
exchange of views on 
how to move away from 
traditional resources and 
traditional funding to 
cope with the urgent need 
for lifelong learning pro- 
grammes, she said. 

Some countries already 
seek to motivate the job- 
less by obliging them to 
take either an appropriate 
job 'offer or training to 
qualify for state benefits, 
such as Sweden or Den- 
mark. 

South Korean Labour 
Minister Ki-Ho Lee said 
that governments must 
address the problem both 
of youth unemployment 
and the people who lose 
their jobs late in their 
careers, noting that “aged 
workers are more likely to 
slip into long-term unem- 
ployment once unem- 
ployed.” 

His country is planning 
a system where a work- 
er’s training and educa- 
tion throughout his life 
woud be recorded as a 
continuous whole, taking 
account of education, 
training and job experi- 
ence. 


BONN (Petra) — Jordan 
has taken part in an interna- 
tional food and beverage 
fair in the German city of 
Cologne where it displayed 
high quality agricultural 
vegetables and fiuits. 

Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) 
Director General Salem 
Lawzi, who led the Jordan- 
ian delegation to the fair, 
said Jordan achieved major 
success as numerous Ger- 
man and - other European 
firms have concluded deals 
for the purchase of Jor- 
danian agricultural prod- 
ucts . 

The fair presented a good 
opportunity for Jordanian 
exporters to meet foreign 


importers and merchants 
and discuss future business 
relations with them, he 
said. 

Dr. Lawzi commended 
the efforts of Jordan’s 
ambassador to Germany, 
Hussein Ham ami, and his 
embassy staff for the facili- 
ties they offered to the del- 
egation and the Jordanian 
private sector that enabled 
them to achieve success 

Raed Hattar, head of 
AMO’s research depart- 
ment said that the products 
displayed by the Jordanian 
delegation reflected the 
country's ability to com- 
pete in foreign markets. 


Cabinet to review 
proposals today for 
privatisation of JTC 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The Cab- 
inet will review Saturday 
the recommendations of the 
Higher Ministerial Privati- 
sation Co mmi ttee on the 
final measures to privatise 
the Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company (JTC), Min- 
ister of Public Works and 
Housing and Acting Minis- 
ter of Transposrt and 
Telecommunicaitons Nass- 
er Lawzi told A1 Ra’i and 
the Jordan Times Friday. 

Mr. Lawzi said that some 
significant recommenda- 
tions were taken during the 
long session of the Higher 
Ministerial Privatisation 
Committee which was held 


last Wednesday. 

The mini ster added that 
among the recommenda- 
tions were raising the par- 
ticipation of the strategic 
partner from 26 per cent to 
40 per cent and Lsssuing 
licences to the JTC to pro- 
vide mobile services. 

He noted that the Cabinet 
is expected to approve 
these recommendations 
Saturday and that they will 
be effective as of the begin- 
ing of next month. 

Mr. Lawzi said that tech- 
nical committees were 
formed to ensure the selling 
the government shares of 
the JTC. 


Egypt tightens ban 
on products made . 
in Israeli settlements 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Egypt has tight- 
ened measures designed to 
stop the importation of 
goods made in Jewish set- 
tlements on Israeli-occu- 
pied Arab land, Israel 
Television has reported. 

The report said Israeli 
exporters are now obliged 
to obtain a certificate from 
the Egyptian embassy in 
Tel Aviv proving that their 
products have not been 
manufactured in the West 


Bank, Gaza Strip or the 
Golan Heights. 

Despite the signing of a 
peace treaty in 1979, rela- 
tions between Egypt and 
Israel have remained cold. 

Relations have further 
deteriorated since right- 
wing Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
took office in June last 
year on a hardline, pro- 
settlement platform and 
froze the peace process. 


HOROSCOPE 


Bv Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services r, /«cT| 

' ARIES: 

(March 21 to April 19) Listen carefully to suggestions 
made today by friends. Make note of your ambitions, and 
also of routines which need improvement. Later this 
evening will be good for you to seek out the advice of 

knowledgeable people. 

TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) If someone nearby has good finan- 
cial experience 'today, ask for and follow- this person’s 
advice. Find more modem means of advancing in busi- 
ness, so that you can gain the respect and admiration of a 

b,gWig - GEMINI: 

(May 21 to June 21) Enjoy a gathering of close friends 
tonight, and make plans for get-togethers in the days 
ahead. These can be very interesting and profitable to you 
and fellow associates, so make every effort to complete 
some new project. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 2 1 .) Be with the one you love all day today, 
and you will both find much happiness. Avoid associating 
with strangers you know nothing about or you discover 
that you are in a difficult situation which won’t be pleas- 
ant. 


(July 22 to August 21 ) This is a fine day today for being 
gregarious and enjoying the company of your best friends. 
The best method to gain your wishes is to state them clear- 
ly in such a manner that knowledgeable people can be of 
assistance. 

VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September 22) Get out socially today, per- 
haps to a civic function, and meet with persons who may 
be able to assist you materially in the days ahead. Later 
this evening will be a good time to go out on the town with 
close friends. 

LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) If you've been thinking 
about a short trip with a close friend, (Ms is a good day 
today to plan it. A new situation will raise later this 
evening which will benefit you greatly, so keep an eye on 
the situation. 

SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21 ) This is an ideal day today to 
get your responsibilities organised so you can handle them 
more easily. Invite some good friends in for dinner and 
make it an evening which they will not long forget about 
in the days ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) Be alert to new opportu- 
nities in the business world which will bring you success 
in the days ahead. This is also a good time to make new 
arrangements or to revise any old ones which have been in 
consideration. 

CAPRICORN: ! 

(December 22 to January 20) A quiet discussion with a fel- 
low associate can reveal much information which you 
were not aware of. Although it’s good day to relax, don’t 
neglect your duties so that you can gain the recognition of 
a bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) You are highly creative today, 
and you can use this ability to make your ideas work more 
successfully. Enjoy die company of your mate later this 
evening and thereby yon can have a romantic time togeth- 

PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) This is a fine day today to 
improve your relationship with your family. This would 
also be a good time to entertain guests or to have a picnic, 
so make plans to get together and have a wonderful time. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Fiery gemstone 
5 Cod's relative 
9 Violin's sound 
opening 

14 Valley of the 
grapes 

15 -Diary of — 
Housewife’- 

16 Did garden', 
work 

17 Mine products 

18 Wolf 

19 Actor Davis 

20 Governors 
Island structure, 
once 

23 Machine part 

24 1995 merger 
groiv 

• 28 Affiance letters 

29 Side by side 

30 TV attachment 
32 San — , CA 

34 Alphabetic trio 

35 Roth satire 

39 Flange 

40 Runner-up 

41 — Bay, Japan 

42 Certain national 
anthem 

44 — and downs 

46 Guatemala's 
neighbor 

47 Backs down 

52 State capital 

54 Actress Black 

57 Practice boxing 

58 Dam itl 

59 Without help 

60 Ann or Nan 
add-on 

61 Basebaffs 
Speaker 

62 Deviated, 
nautical ly 

63 Fabric cotore r 

64 Sensible 

DOWN 

1 Switch type 

2 Not written 

3 Silly trick 

4 Amen, 
sometimes 

5 Headlights? 

6 Soap plant 

7 Afghan capital 




by Thomas W. Schier 


8 Ancient country 

9 Ribbons and 
ruffles 

10 Quarrel 

11 Gives 
permission 

12 Wreath 

13 Netherlands 

commune 

21 Haffla dance? 

22 Tower ol — 

25 Auto parts, tor 
short 

26 Point In 


Puzzle solved: 


27 Ed and Mel 
. 29 Fabric erring 

30 Express 

opinions 

31 Hard resin 

32 Tableland 

33 Expert 

35 Mass 

36 Published far 
and wide 

37 Alpine song 

38 Separates 
incorrectly 

43 Ancient creed 


QHBH □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□□□ □□□□□□ 

□□□□□a □□□□ 
□□naa □□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ QHoa □□□□a 

m □□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□!!□□ □□□ 
□□□3QQ □□□□□□as 
QgaaaanDHaoQanD 

□□QQ QQ0QB QHQ0 
□bbh □□□□□ □□gg 


OtWTTrtbune Media Services. Inc. 
AU reservsd. 


44 Loanshark 

45 Footlike part 

47 Gas gauge 
reading 

48 Fall oil 

49 Scarlett — 

50 Belong 


51 “AH That Jazz* 
director 

53 Played for a 
sucker 

54 After jay 

55 Chicken — king 

56 Line 



’ve been bored to sweat, bored to drool, 
even bored to excessive earwax. But 
've never actually been bored to tears.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GA» 
by Hemi Arnold and Mika Arp** 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TREEB 


NOJAB 


TUSDIP 


MYGLAB 



WHAT 1 5H£ 

TD FINP ON THE 
CRU156 SHIP. 


Print answer here : HER [ J 1111 I XU 

(Answers 

Yesterday's I Jumbles: WHISK FINIS HALVED SYMBOL- !\- 
I Answer Throwing a plate In anger resulted in 
A -DISH-MISSILE- 
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Securities Commission gives initial approval 
to 14 companies to raise capital through offering 
shares or capitalisation of reserves, premiums 


** THE BOARD of the Securities Com- 
mission has given its pre limin ary 
approval for a number of companies to 
increase their capital either through pub- 
lic or private subscription, capitalisation 
of voluntary or special reserves or capi- 
talisation of retained earnings or premi- 
ums of issuance. 

The initial approval requires the com- 
panies to provide the commission with 
issuance prospects and all documents 
and statements related to raising the cap- 
ital and to payment of required fees. 

The approvals were given to the fol- 
lowing companies: 

The Arab Jordan Investment Bank, The 
Jordan Electric Power Co.. The Arab 
Food and Medical Appliances Co., The 
National Cable and Wire Manufacturing 
Co., The Jordan Islamic Bank for 
Finance and Investment, The Universal 
Modem Industries Co., The Arab Bank- 
ing Corporation (Jordan), The Zara 
Investment Co.. The Jordan Kuwait 
Bank. The General Investment Co., The 
Arabian Seas Insurance Co., The 
Philadelphia Insurance Co., The Sanctu- 
ary Investment Group, and The Jordan 
Press and Publishing / Ad-Dustour. 

Meanwhile, the new securities law 


went into effect Thursday following the 
issuance of regulations that organise the 
issuance of securities at the primary mar- 
ket and their registration at the Security 
Commission. 

The regulations, announced by Securi- 
ties Commission President Michel Maito 
last week, covered the following areas: 

1) Pricing securities which, in the past, 
was handled by an issuance committee. 
By abolishing the committee, the new 
regulations permit issues of securities 
can fix the prices in any way they deem 
suitable. 

2) Floating securities and the means for 
such floating whether through pubic or 
private subscription. 

3) Allocating minimum subscription 
equally for all subscribers with the mini- 
mum to be between 50 to 250 shares. 

4) Allowing capitalisation of issuance 
premiums for public shareholding com- 
panies as a way to increase capital. 

Mr. Mario said further requlations will 
be issued in due course including areas of 
disclosure, organising operations of 
financial professions related to the capi- 
tal market and underwriters (A1 Ra'i + A1 
Aswaq). 




The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


17/1097 19:52 


msmmm 


US Dollar 
DFMark 
GB Sterling 
Oifti ne 
JP Yen 
CADoHar 
Ulira 
. SL Guilder 
FR Franc 
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raaoaie tasram currencies 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudl RiyaJ 
Bahrain Dinar 

Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebaoese/1000 
Egyptian 


Energy 










Mid-East Currencies 



SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
;BH Dinar: 
CY Pound 







Gold (oz's) 
Silver (oz's) 
Platinum (oz's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
»<3Months) 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (ISton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat ($/ton) 
Soya (c/ibs) 
Tea(stg/Vg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
fflee ($ftbn)_ _ 
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INDUSTRIAL DZV.BK. 

5.000 

4.930 
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.740 

JOR.GOLT BARS 

3. *00 

1.420 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold • *Phone5527 1 1 8 Also in^BrazU * 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional quality tn 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 
' JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x30cm. i 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank- 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffleh Teh 823891 



JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station R 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around ihe CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes from Abdd 
to Airport and Back 


5X :--is for A -per' Staff 
a-d <xf ?r«:uen: Cvi'0"e?; 


For Further Delate cafi : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaU Branch 653313 




Mh (luck 

Tel. 692672 f'dx 6"'455! 


SANABEL 


Real E s t a t 


Swerfiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 

Tei 864230 - 865167 
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Berber to retire world Series matches young and old 

MIAMI l AFP^ — Cuban raiwi 1 nlavrtff OflmM itnth q \ OOA 


VIENNA (AFP) — 
Austrian veteran Gerhard 
Berger said here on Friday 
he will retire from Formula 
One racing following the 
last Grand Prix of the year 
in Jerez, Spain. 

Berger, who won 10 
grands prix from 1986 to 
1997, said he will drive his 
210th and last race race in 
the European Grand Prix in 
Spain on October 26. 

“It will be my last grand 
prix." Berger confirmed at 
a press conference. 

The 38-year-old Berger, 
who currently races for 
Benetton, won the German 
Grand Prix on July 27 after 
enduring two months of 
misery. 

He was making a come- ! 
back after missing the 
three previous races fol-. 
lowing a painful sinus 
operation and t* * death of 
his father Johanu in a light 
plane crash. 

Thursday’s edition of 
Vienna's Kurier newspaper 
had already revealed 
Berger was atout to retire. 

Born in 1959 in Woeigl, 
West Austria, Berger 
trained as a mechanic and 
began work as a driver in 
his father’s transport com- 
pany. 

Always comfortable in 
the world of fast cars, he 
raced for Ford in Formula 
3 between 1982 and 1984 ; 
during which time he met 
Brazilian Ayrton Senna, 
who was to become his 
teammate at McLaren. 

In August 1984, Berger 
raced his first ever Grand 
Prix in Formula One on the 
Austrian circuit of Zeltweg 
and took 12th place. 

Berger, always with a 
ready smile and who likes 



Austria's Formula One driver Gerhard Berger 
announced that he was taking a break from Formula 
One motor racing, October 17. Berger said the Formula 
One Grand Prix in Jeres on October 26 will be his last 
race, bat be could make a comeback sometimes in the 
future (Reuters photo) 


to joke, has been one of 
Formula One’s more popu- 
lar characters. 

There were sombre 
moments in his career, 
however, including the 
death of both Ayrton Senna 
at Imola on May 1 1994 
and his friend Roland 
Ratzenberger on the- same 
track a day earlier. 

“At that time, I was con- 
sidering whether the 
moment had come to 
retire.” Berger said on 
Friday. 

Beiger had his first victo- 
ry with Benetton in 
Mexico in 1986. He then 
raced with Ferrari from 
1987 to 1989 and at 
McLaren until 1992 before 


Brazil top FIFA rankings 


ZUR1GH (AFP) — Following are the FIFA world football 
rankings (Ranking end of 1996 in brackets): 


1 Brazil (1) 

72. 15 points 

2 Spain (8) 

65.20 

3 Germany (2) 

63.03 

4 Czech Republic (5) 

61.97 

5 Romania (16) 

61.87 

6 Denmark (6) 

60.85 

7 England 1 12) 

60.66 

8 Holland (9) 

60.59 

9 Russia (7) 

60.01 

10 Mexico (11) 

59.94 

1 1 Colombia (4) 

59.51 

12 Norway (14) 

59.45 

13 Argentina (22) 

58.09 

14 France (3) 

57.88 

15 Morocco (27) 

57.65 

16 Italy (10) 

57.56 

17 Sweden (IT) 

57.18 

18 Bulgaria (15) 

56.76 

19 Zambia (20) 

56.07 

20 Japan (21) 

56.00 

21 Portugal (13) 

55.45 

22 Bolivia (39) 

55.27 

23 Austria (34) 

55.11 

24 Tunisia (23) 

55.07 

25 Scotland (29) 

54.38 

26 South Africa (19) 

53.75 

27 Chile (26) 

53.62 

28 Paraguay (38) 

53.55 

29 Croatia (24) 

53.39 

30 Slovakia (30) 

53.11 


returning to Ferrari a year 
later. 

He currently lives in 
Monaco and is married to a 
former model from 
Portugal Ana. 

He is the father of three 
daughters — Christina, 18, 
bom from a former rela- 
tionship, two-year-old 
Sarah, and Heidi, six 
months. 

“I can count on my fin- 
gers the times I have seen 
my new baby and 1 have a 
lot of time to catch up on,” 
Berger said. 

He said he may return to 
Formula One in some other 
role, but only after a long 
break. 


Injuries 

force 

Huber, 

Zvereva 

out 


ZURICH, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Injuries forced 
German Anke Huber and 
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus 
out of their second-round 
matches in the WTA Tour 
event here Thursday. 

American Venus Wiliams 
got a walkover into the 
quarter-finals when sixth- 
seeded Huber withdrew 
with a back injury, while 
fourth-seeded American 
Lindsay Davenport also 
advanced to the last eight 
when a right shoulder injury 
forced Zvereva out in the 
second set of their contest 

Davenport was leading 6- 
4, 2-2 at the time. Another 
American, Lisa Raymond, 
surprised fifth-seeded South 
African Amanda Coetzer 


MIAMI (AFP) — Cuban 
defector Livan Hernandez 
is just beginning to live the 
American dream of baseball 
stardom at age 22 even as 
Orel Hershiser, at 39, nears 
the end of an epic baseball 
career. 

The two pitchers, opposite 
extremes who will start 
against each other here 
Saturday in game one of the 
World Series, symbolize 
their clubs’ main differ- 
ences — youthful energy 
against veteran experience. 

Hershiser will open for 
American League champi- 
on Cleveland against 
Florida and Hernandez, 
whose heroic 15-strikeout 
effort as a fill-in starter 
made him the Most 
Valuable Player in the 
National League finals. 

Hernandez went 9-3 with 
a 3.18 eamed-run average 
this year for Florida but was 
to be a playoff reliever until 
starter Alex Fernandez tore 
his right rotator cuff in the 
league finals. 

“They have a great pitch- 
ing staff,” Cleveland’s Jin 
Thome said. 

“They are going to be 
tough to beat” 

This could be the grand 
farewell for Hershiser, who 
reached the major leagues 
in 1983 when Hernandez 
was an eight-year-old play- 
ing in a Cuban village. 
Hershiser has no contract 
for next season but is not 
worried. 

“I don’t really think about 
it that way." he said. “You 
know in this game it's 
‘What have you done for 
me lately?’ I don’t look at 
this as me having to make 
some kind of statement." 

His record speaks for 
itself. Hershiser is 8-1 in 


career playoff games with a 
1.95 eamed-run average. 

In 1988, Hershiser pitched 
a record 59 consecutive 
scoreless innings for the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, 
appeared in four games of 
the league finals and hurled 
a complete game over 
Oakland to win the World 
Series finale. 

In 1995, he was Most 
Valuable Player of the 
American League finals 
with a 2-0 record and went 
1-1 in the World Series, 
which the Indians losr ro 
Atlanta in six games. 

“It might be a little easier 
on dealing with the feelings 
this time because we have 
been through it before, but 
they are still there.” 
Cleveland manager Mike 
Hargrove said. 

“It’s the same pressure, 
the same dreams, the same 
aspirations, the same fears. I 
have learned to keep the 
antacid close and say a lot 
of prayers.” 

David Justice, who 
slammed the Series-win- 
ning homer for the Braves 
in 1995, is now an Indian. 
So is fellow outfielder 
Marquis Grissom, also 
obtained from Atlanta in 
March. 

Florida squelched a 
grudge match against the 
Braves by beating them in 
the league finals but Justice 
does not mind. “As long as 
we’re in the Series, it does- 
n’t matter who we play,” he 
said. 

The Indians kept Florida 
slugger Bobby Bonilla, a 
12-year veteran in his first 
World Series, from facing 
his former club by beating 
Baltimore. Bonilla ripped 
Orioles manager Davey 
Johnson after his release in 


1996. 

Without such distractions, 
the focus will be on which 
surprise finalist will claim 
the cro wn. 

“If you had told us at the 
beginning of the season we 
would be in the World 
Series, you would think that 
would be a successful sea- 
son.” Marlin general man- 
ager Dave Dombrowski 
said. 

“We’re not satisfied. The 
goal is to win it.” 

The Indians took 
Thursday off. The Marlins 
had a 75-rainute workout. 
But for Florida slugger 
Gary Sheffield, preparing 
for the World Series was far 
from taxing. 

“This is the most fun f 
have had in my baseball 
career,” the 10 th -year major 
leaguer said. “This is every 
kid’s dream. This is what 
it's all about this is some- 
thing money can’t buy.” 

The Marlins are a fifth- 
year club boosted by S90 
million in spending but 
beset by injuries. They will 
lose $30 million this season 
and are up for sale by owner 
Wayne Huizenga. 

The Indians can win their 
first World Series since 
1948. 

Cleveland made only 
three playoff trips in 94 
years before making the 
playoffs the past three sea- 
sons. 

Florida ace Kevin Brown, 
who won the games in the 
National League finals, will 
likely start in game two 
Sunday against either rook- 
ie Janet Wright or Chad 
Ogea. 



Swiss player Martina Hingis (L) and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario from Spain smile after 
they won their doubles tennis match at the European Championships in Kloten. 
World No. 1 Martina Hingis has been named goodwill ambassador for the World 
Health Organisation’s immunisation programme. Hingis douated the $75,000 she 
won at the Arthur Ashe charity tournament to the polio eradiction campaign in 
Ethiopia (Renters photo) 

and will play top-seeded a repeat of last week’s final of France also advanced 
Swiss teenager Martina in FilderstadL Germany. Thursday with a 6-3, 6-7 

Hingis in the quarters. (2/7). 7-6 (7/3) win over 

Raymond triumphed 7-5, Hingis won in straight sets Dominique van Roost of 
6-3 and will meet Hingis in on Sunday. Nathalie Tauziat Belgium. 



Jansher. Khan gets revenge as he ousts Nicol in semis 


ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
World No. 1 Jansher Khan 
gained revenge here on 
Thursday as he beat Peter Nicol 
in the semi-finals of the 
Egyptian Open in Alexandria to 
erase the emmory of his loss to 
the Scot in A1 Ahram in June. 

Pakistan’s Khan, who will not 
be defending his world title in 
Malaysia next month, began his 
semi-final with scalpel-like 
precision, his drop shots so per- 
fect and tight against the wall 
that even Nicol. generally con- 
ceded to be the quickest mover 


in the game, was unable to get 
to them. 

NicoL the number three seed, 
knows the way to beat Jansher 
is to keep him in the back of the 
court and never to cross court a 
loose bail. 

But he could not keep to this 
game plan as winner after win- 
ner came slicing of the Khan 
racket the Pakistani legend 
eventually triumphing 15-8, 
12-15, 15-11, 15-10. 

Khan proved yet again that 
there is nobody to equal his 
confidence and precision at the 


front of the court He took the 
first game 15-8 with eight out- 
right winners and three penalty 
points. 

Nicol managed to play it 
tighter and longer in the second 
game and it was point-for-pomt 
from 3-3 to 12-12. Khan failed 
on a backhand overhead volley, 
lost the next point on a penalty 
stroke and Nicol had the satis- 
faction of taking the game 
point with a beautiful backhand 
drop to win 15-12 in 18 min- 
utes. 

Khan, at 30, has slowed and 


some players now accuse him 
of hitting and blocking. His 
shots are so tight that referees 
are loathe to give penalty 
points against him and it was at 
11-11 in the third game that 
Nicol was denied not only 
strokes but lets when there was 
a very good case for obstruc- 
tion against Khan. 

A disturbed Nicol volleyed 
the next serve into the tin and 
then Khan finished the game 
off with another beautiful 
backand volley drop to win 15- 
11 . 


In the fourth Khan went up a 
gear and Nicol failed to stay 
with him. trailing the entire 
match. 

Symbolically, Khan took the 
final point with a dropshot that 
left Nicol stranded 
“I like to play Nicol. but 
today I didn’t relax like I did at 
the AI Ahram and he played 
very well on that one day,” 
Khan commented after the 
game. 



Armstrong returns to racing in ’98 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — American cyclist Lance 
Armstrong signed with the U.S. Postal Service team 
Thursday, just a little more than one year after learning 
that he suffered from testicular cancer. “I’m happy to 
be riding for a U.S. team again.” said Armstrong, 26, 
who signed a one-year deal with U.S. Postal Senice.“r 
plan to return in early 199S. but I’m not sure which 
race will be the first.” Racing anywhere will be a vie-: 
tory for Armstrong, who was given only a 50 per cent 
chance to live last year by doctors treating the cancer 
which was discovered in his testicles, but later spread 
throughout his body. Following the diagnosis on 
October 9 of last year. Armstrong endured extensive 1 
chemotherapy and underwent brain surgery. Now, his 
cancer is in remission. .Armstrong split with French 
team Cofidis earlier this month. He never rode for the 
team, which he joined shortly before he was diagnosed 
with cancer. 

Deportivo La Coruna coach sacked 

MADRID (AFP) — Deportivo La Coruna’s Brazilian 
coach Carlos Alberto Silva was sacked on Thursday 
evening by club president Augusto Cesar Lendoiro. 
And Lendoiro has also given an ultimatum to Brazilian 
World Cup star Bebeto. Should striker Bebeto not 
arrive by Monday night Lendoiro will not allow him to 
play at the club. Deportivo. who are only 15th in the 
Spanish championship with six points in six matches, 
are already out of the UEFA Cup and lost 3-1 at home 
on Wednesday to bottom club Real Valladolid. It was 
Valladolid's first points of the season. Sources close to 
the club believe Brazil’s Paulo Cesar Carpegiani, the 
Paraguay national coach, or Portugal coach Artur 
Jorge, are possible replacements for Silva, the fourth 
Spanish first division coach to be axed this season. 
Silva’s assitant Jose Manuel Corral has taken over a 
caretaker role at the club who have their next match at 
Athletic Bilbao on Saturday. 

All-British plan for League Cup 

LONDON (AFP) — English and Scottish sides could 
face each other in next season’s League Cup in a bid to 
give a much-needed boost to the competition on either 
side of the border. The Football League feel that after 
the success of Liverpool’s UEFA Cup tie with Celtic, 
malting the competition an all-British affair could 
revive the big clubs' flagging interest. After a week 
when Arsenal and Manchester United fielded drastical- 
ly weakened sides. League chairman David 
Sheepshanks feels it is time ro act. Such a revamped 
cup could strengthen the League’s hand in discussions 
with UEFA to restore the competition’s European 
place. Sheepshanks said: “I think now is a good time to 
seriously discuss a British Cup. “It has been raised 
several times before and always rejected. But now, 
given the excitement recently generated by the 
Liverpool-Celtic ties, perhaps some form of involve- 
ment between Scottish and English clubs should be 
considered.” 


Saints break the bank for Hirst 

SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) — Southampton splashed 
out a club-record transfer fee of two million pounds 
($3.2 million) to sign David Hirst from Premiership 
rivals Sheffield Wednesday on Friday. Former England 
striker Hirst is expected to make his debut against 
Blackburn at Ewood Park on Saturday. The 29-year- 
old, capped three times, passed a medical on Thursday 
night and will add vital firepower to the struggling 
Saints. He arrives with a proven goalscoring record at 
Hillsborough — 128 goals in 309 appearances. 


Courier out of Stuttgart tourney 

STUTTGART (AFP) — Former World No.l Jim 
Courier has pulled out of the ATP tournament which 
begins here on Monday, the organizers announced on 
Friday. An injury has forced the American to miss the 
$2.3-million event. 

Scifo set to miss UEFA Cup game 

BRLISSELS (AFP) — Injured playmaker Enzo Scifo is 
expected to miss Anderlecht’s .UEFA Cup second 
round, first leg match at Germany's Schalke 04 oa 
Tuesday. A hip injury is set to also keep the Belgian 
international out of the domestic championship match 
at Ekeren on Saturday. 

Madar back in training 

LA CORUNA, Spain (AFP) — France’s Michael 
Madar is due to restart training at Deportivo La Coruna 
after more than two monthsenforced exile, Spanish 
press reported on Friday. The former Monaco striker 
has rejoined his teammates after a row with coach 
Carlos Alberto Silva at the beginning of August pjrt 
him on to the sidelines. Silva wanted to punish the25r- 
year-old Frenchman, who had a confrontation wiifa.03| 
of his teammates during a training session. Silva, hog . 
ever, was sacked on Thursday evening by club priSi 
dent Augusto Cesar Lendoiro. . .'St - 
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PHILADELPHIA "1" Y PHILADELPHIA "2" 


Jessica Lange & 
Halle Berry ... in 


PLAZA 


LOSING ISAIAH 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Tom Cruise ... in 

Julia Roberts ... in 

MISSION 

MY BEST FRIEND’S 

IMPOSSIBLE 

WEDDING 
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ABDOUN 


Geena Davis & 

Samuel Jackson ...in m , SmUh & 

THE LONG KISS Tommy Lee Jones ... in 

GOOD NIGHT 

(12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) MEN IN BLACK 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

Tim Allen... in 


JUNGLE 2 JUNGLE 


C0HC0IL9 -a* 

FAIR GAME 
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l Shows: 3:30 .6:00 only 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 18, 1997 





Boris Becker of Germany plays a return durin g his match against Jonathan 
Stark of the U.S. at the Marlboro Championships ‘97 in Hong Kong, October 
17. Becker won the match 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


Henman crashes out in Lyon 


Gunners 
risking 
all for 
Premiership 
glory 

LONDON (AFP) — Eng- 
lish Premiership aetion 
returns this weekend with 
Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger hoping that his 
international stars have 
recovered from the physi- 
cal and mental exertions of 
a draining World Cup 
week. 

No fewer than II Gun- 
ners were on international 
duty and Wenger was tak- 
ing no chances for the Pre- 
miership leaders' trip to 
Crystal Palace on Saturday 
when he rested his stars in 
Tuesday’s League Cup 
clash with Birmingham. 

Following Arsenal's exit 
from the UEFA Cup last 
month, the Frenchman has 
made no attempt to dis- 
guise his aim of bringing 
the league title back to 
Highbury for the first time 
since 1991 — and is even 
prepared to risk expulsion 
from the League Cup to 
achieve his ambition. 

He said: “My only inter- 
est is to do the right thing 
for Arsenal and that means 
resting my international 
players.” 

One player who will def- 
initely be missing from the 
dash with London rivals 
Palace is injured French- 
man Emmanuel Petit, who 
has been in sparkling form 
at the heart of Arsenal's 
midfield since his 3.5 mil- 
lion pound ($5.5 million) 
from AS Monaco in the 
close season. 

But Wenger is hoping 
that his other international 
stars, including England 
trio Ian Wright, Tony 
Adams and David Seaman 
plus Dutch stars Dermis 
Betgkamp and Marc Over- 
mars will have recovered 
from the World Cup 
exploits. 

Reigning champions 
Manchester United, cur- 
rently one point behind 
Arsenal, face a difficult trip 
to high-flying Derby who 
were one of only two teams 
to beat United in the league 
at Old Trafford last season. 

Jim Smith's Derby, along 
with fourth -placed Leices- 
ter, have been the surprise 
of the season and lie sixth 
going into Saturday’s sell- 
out clash at Pride Park, 
their state-of-the-art new 
stadium. 

Eight United players 
were involved in England's 
stirring 0-0 draw against 
Italy in Rome which 
clinched qualification for 
the 1998 finals, but none of 
them reported anything 
worse than a slight knock 
on their return. 

Elsewhere, Liverpool 
will be hoping to com- 
pound the problems of arch 
rivals Everton when the 
two sides clash in the 
Merseyside derby at Good- 
ison Park. 

Another clash of the 
heavyweights will take 
place at Elland Road where 
George Graham's Leeds, 
the only team to beat Man- 
chester United this season, 
entertain Kenny Dalglish’s 
Newcastle. 

There will be little love 
lost at Stamford Bridge 
where fifth-placed Chelsea 
face fourth-placed Leices- 
ter in what is sure to be an 
explosive encounter after 
last season’s FA Cup clash 
at Stamford Bridge. 


LYON (AFP) — British 
No. 2 and eighth seed Tim 
Henman crashed out of the 
$750,000 ATP Tour event 
here Thursday, losing 3-6, 
4-6 in barely an hour to 
Germany’s Marc -Kevin 

Goe liner. 

The 23 -year-old Henman, 
who has secured two Tour 
wins on the circuit this sea- 
son while also reaching two 
finals, appeared curiously 
out of sorts against Goell- 
ner, six foot five and play- 
ing in his trademark back to 
front baseball cap. 

A bemused Henman 
found hims elf up against a 
man on the top of his game 
with the big German serv- 
ing superbly throughout, 
wrapping up the opening 
set with ease with a break 
in the sixth game before 
establishing a 4-2 lead in 
the second ag ains t his 
bemused opponent by 
breaking for 2-1. 

It was only then that Hen- 
man, ranked 18 in the world 
and averaging more than 
eight aces per match on the 
circuit this season, finally 
managed his first of the 
evening to get back to 4-3. 

But the German, ranked 
just 61 on the ATP comput- 
er. closed out the Wimble- 
don quarter-finalist again to 
serve out for the match at 5- 
4. 

After going 30-0 behind, 
Henman pulled off a bril- 
liant crosscourt return to 
claw his way back to 30-15 
but then netted after scam- 
pering across for a Goe liner 
forehand hit short. 

On the resulting match 
point, the German suddenly 
betrayed a him of nervous- 
ness as he double faulted 
for the third time. 

But having faulted again, 
he then hammered a superb 
stoopiag double-fisted 
return down the line to kill 
off any hope Henman had 
of making a last ditch 
recovery against the man he 
beat in Basel just two 
weeks ago. 

It was a bitter blow for 
Tim Henman, who made 
the semi-finals here last 
year and who had fully 
expected at least to repeat 
that showing this time 
round instead of failing 
even to reach the quarters. 

Second-seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia earli- 
er beat Dutchman Fernon 
Wieber 6-3, 6-4 and will 
now play Goellner. 

Fabrice Santoro of France 
just edged big Richard Kra- 
jicek of the Netherlands 2- 
6, 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/4) in a 
thrilling encounter which 
had the crowd on their feet 
as the Frenchman retrieved 
an apparent lost cause. 


Sixth-seeded former 
Wimbledon champion Kra- 
jicek raced through the first 
set playing brilliant tennis 
but came unstuck thereafter 
as Santoro levelled with a 
brilliant return down die 
line at full stretch. 

And the Frenchman 
called on his last reserves 
of energy to reach the last 
eight, moving crucially to 
5-4 in the final set tiebreak 
as he just managed to get 
back an overhead Krajicek 
effort at full stretch before 
wrapping it up when the 
exhausted Dutchman 
scuffed a return into the net. 

Santoro will next meet 
Spaniard Felix Mantilla in 
the quarters. 

In other matches. Cedric 
Pioline of France ended the 
surprise run of bis compa- 
triot Arnaud Clement, win- 
ning 6-2, 6-2 against the 


man who ousted top-seeded 
Australian Patrick Rafter in 
the first round. 

Pioline will now face sev- 
enth-seeded Australian 
Mark Philippoussis, who 
downed American Richey 
Reneberg 4-6, 7-6, 6-4. 

Fifth-seed Thomas 
Enqvist of Sweden defeated 
American Todd Martin 7-5, 
6-3 and will now playvGer- 
man prospect Tommy Haas, 
a 6-2, 6-3 winner against 
Spaniard Julian Alonso. 

Henman said later: “My 
opponent played very well 
and didn't give me a chance 
on his service. He put me 
under pressure. 

“1 didn’t serve as well as 
usual and I lost two of my 
service games on double 
Gaults. But that’s not to take 
anything away from Goe 11- 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*10652 7K1052 oVoid +Q876S 

Th e bidd ing baa proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
lO Pan 17 Pan 
M Para ? 

What do you bid now? 

A - You have no interest beyond 
playing in 6ve dubs, and the way lo 
describe a weak hand with great 
support lor partner’s second suit is 
fay bidding five.dubs right now. 

That denies the ability to cue-bid. A 
raise to (our dubs is actually a 
stronger bid. Since partner's jump 
shill was a game force, four dubs 
would invite a cue-bidding 
sequence. 

Q- 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hold: 


sure, if slow, heart stopper. 

Q. 4 - South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

*A6 7AKJ72 OQ1062 +QS 

Use bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Para W Pra 
SC Para r 
What do you bid now7 

A - It is uvxmcervable that partner 
made a high reverse without two 
aces, but it is easy to construct a 
hand where the king of diamonds ia 
missing. Ws would bid five no 
Sump, the Grand Slam Force, ask- 
ing partner to bid seven diamonds 
with the ace-king. 

Q. 5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 


*32 7AJS53 C A Q 10 2 *AQ * K8 '’A' 176 ©A 4AQS643 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one dub. 

What action do you take? 
r 

A • One bridge maxim which has 
. our whole-hearted endorsement ia: 
When your opponent has opened in 
your best suit, pass to see how the 
auction develops. With no known 
source of tricks and unbalanced dis- 
tribution, a one-no-trump overcall 
would be foolhardy, as would one 
heart on a poor four-card suit. 

Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AJ 085 OQ J 10 3 +AKQJ5 

The 
SOUTH 
I* 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A - What an annoying hand. No 
jump in a minor will do justice to 
your tremendous playing strength, 
but a jump shift to two Bpades could 
spell disaster should partner have 
four cards in the suit. All in all, 
make the underbid of three dia- 
monds and hope for the best. 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
It? 1* 27 Para 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A - You are dose to a jump to 
game, but you do have a six-loser 
hand. We prefer a game by to give 
partner the chance to wriggle off 
the book if the raise was based 
more on courtesy than substance. 
Our choice would be three dia- 
monds, even though we really don’t 
need “hoip" in the suit. Partner may 
cooperate with good trumps, and 
that could be enough. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*106 1907632 PA 9 5 +AQ7 

has i 


NORTH EAST 
10 Put 


The 

north east south west 
ic ic r 
What do you bid now? 

A - A tough hand. You have too 
modi to pass, but no good bid. We 
would opt for one do trump as the 
least of evila. Your hand is bal- 
anced, you are nwymiiiTw in terms 
nf point count and have an almost 
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Welcome you to the Exhibition 

"Murmurs of our Land " 

by 

Riham Ghassib & Bani Hamida 

Paintings & Weavings 

On Tuesday 30/9 thrn Friday 31/10 

at The Bani Hamida House 

1st circle, off Rainbow Sl 
O pen daily from 8:00 a_m. - 6:00 p.m. 
tFridays & official holidays from 1 0:00 a.ra. - 6:00 p.m. 

For more information, please call: 658696 / 7. 



Qomoq wins Pepsi Speed Test 


By Ronfan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The season’s top speed 
test competitor Yanal Qomoq Friday 
took first place after registering best 
time of 02:17.45 mimites in his 
Renault 5 Turbo at the Pepsi Speed 
Test — the 7th and last speed test of 
the 1997 season — at the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club of Jordan tRACJ)- 

With this precious win Qomoq 
moved to second place in the 1997 
speed tests championships standings 
with 160 points. 

Reigning Jordan Drivers Open 
Champion Ahmad Daoud remained at 
the top of the list with 168 points after 
taking second place with 02:20.34 in a 
Renault 5 GT Turbo. 

Yasser Jarrar came third in the list 
and in the speed test with 156 points 
and 02:20.49 in his Renault 5 GT 


Turbo. 

A heated competition was evident 
between Qomoq and rivals Daoud and 
Jarrar especially after Jairar’s success- 
ful attempt in registering best time in 
the first round. 

In the second round it was apparent 
that Qomoq would not hold on and 
might lose his title as speed test cham- 
pion. 

However, Qomoq performed a won- 
derful round and beat Jarrar’s time 
with a 3-second difference. 

Jarrar could not continue the race 
after he surprisingly hit the pavement 
and lost the chance ro compete for the 
third round. 

Daoud registered a better time in the 
second round and withdrew from 
competition in the third special round. 

With Daoud’s withdrawal it became 
clear that Qomoq would be the speed 
test champion. 


Twenty participants and only two 
women drivers took part in.the event. 

Abeer Batikhi in a Hyundai Accent 
registered 02.45.95 and Maya Mufti 
in a Mitsubishi Colt clocked 02:45.99. 

The event consisted of two rounds in 
addition to a third round for the top 
ten who were given another chance to 
improve their timing. 

The speed test displays the drivers' 
skills in manoeuvring, speed and safe- 
ty- 

prizes were handed to the winners in 
a special ceremony at RACJ premises. 

The auto sports season still has three 
more events to go — the 4X4 Rally, a 
rally tour and a special rally to con- 
clude this year’s activities. 


NFL preview 

Broncos bid to remain unbeaten 


OAKLAND, California 
(AFP) — The Denver 
Broncos will try to set a 
club record for the best 
start for a season and push 
the Oakland Raiders fur- 
ther into the cellar Sunday 
as the long-time National 
Football League antago- 
nists meet. 

Denver, 6-0, also won its 
first six games of the 1986 
season before losing to the 
New York Jets, The Bron- 
cos, whose other 6-0 start 
in team history came in 
1977, lead the American 
Conference West by two 
games over the Kansas 
City Chiefs. 

Now coming off a bye 
week, Denver has scored at 
least 29 points in each of its 
last five games and has 
outscored opponents 190- 
85 thus far. e. 

While Oakland (2=4) has 
the offence that can go toe- 
to-toe with the~BroffCO$, 
whether it can stop them is 
a different story. The 
Raiders were thumped by 
San Diego 25-10 before the 
bye week and fell into last 
place in the AFC West. 

The Raiders have 
allowed almost 400 yards 
per game on defence. 

Oakland has allowed 158 
points in its six games and 
at least 17 in every contest 

To make matters worse, 
the team has been distract- 
ed this week by controver- 
sy over coraerback Larry 
Brown's suspension for 
conduct detrimental to the 



team. 

Brown, who has seen tit- 
tle action since being 
benched in the second half 
of the Raiders’ 28-27 set- 
back to Kansas City on 
September 8, claims his 
coaches and Raiders owner 
Al Davis consipired to run 
him off the team. 

“They were trying to find 
something on me,” Brown 
said Wednesday, a day after 
receiving the four-game 
suspension. “It was pre- 
planned. They were wait- 
ing in the wings.” 

Coach Joe Bugel denied 


Kansas City Chiefs fallback Kimble Anders Is brought down by San Diego Charger 
Dwayne Harper after a 23-yard pickup in the first quarter in Kansas City (Reuters 
photo) 


the charge. 

“I don’t operate like that 
as a football coach." Bugel 
said l T tike my players. I 
have a veiy good relation- 
ship with them. I don't 
have vendettas for any- 
body.” 

Brown said he and Bugel 
exchanged words after 
Brown gave up a reception 
in practice on Monday. 

Brown said the Raiders 
were waiting for him to 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

For one person or a couple 

200 metres from Goethe Institute, 

3rd Cirde, JabaJ Amman, Abdul Munem 
Al Rifai Street Fully finished 2-bedroom ground 
floor apartment Satellite, 
with terrace overlooking a very relaxing and 
nice garden in Dr. Geoige Star's villa, No.16. 
Annual rent 

If interested, please call 641515 


Customs Unpaid Car For Sale 


1993 VW Corrado, VR6 engine 

(2.8 L), full options, low mileage. 


Tel : 857738 


SUPER DELUXE 

PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 


Second floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen, large 
:erraces with attractive view. 

Location: Abdoun, opposite to the 
American Embassy. 

Please call Tel.: 662405 


make a mistake. 

“This was a tactic Al 
Davis made to get rid of 
me, and I think it was 
planned. 

Bugel said the decision to 
suspend Brown, the 1996 


Super Bowl Most Valuable 
Player for Dallas, was his. 

“It was my decision,” 
Bugel said. T talked to him 
on Monday afternoon and 
made a decision. That was 
it” 



Ground floor, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, modem 
building & modem fiurmture, special garden, central heating. 

location: Seventh Circle — 

Call tel.: 63SS87 - 638 7S2 

FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment in SweifiyehJ 
4th floor. Nice view. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining 
family rooms, telephone. 

Please call Tel.: 846627 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Please Contact Mobile 
079/52779 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished ground floor of a villa a 
Deir Ghoubar Area. Excellent condition. 
For inquiries, please contact 
Tel.: 861523 - 079/40519 


Puppies For Sale 


3 months old American Bull Terrier 
2 months old Boxers male & female 
If really interested call 079/43253 : 





Re signing PNA legislator 


launches call for reforms 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A Palestinian leg- 
islator who resigned to 
protest at the lack of 
democracy in self-rule areas 
went to the press Friday to 
condemn corruption in the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) and call 
for reform. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi pub- 
lished an open letter to 
“Palestinian citizens” in the 
daily newspaper A1 Quds to 
explain the reasons for his 
resignation so that “the peo- 
ple may know the truth of 
what is happening.” 

‘•I hope that my resigna- 
tion will be a cause for 
reform of wbat has gone 
wrong and the beginning of 
a new phase in our national 
project,” he wrote. 

He called on the PNA to 
“put a stop to corruption, 
perks for officials, and 
monopolies, respect the rule 
of law and concentrate on 
making a democratic trans- 
formation.’' 

Mr. Abdul Shafi, a veteran 
politician from Gaza and a 
former negotiator for the 
Palestinians with Israel, has 


rejected pressure from his 
colleagues and the self-rule 
authority to retract his res- 
ignation from the 

Palestinian Legislative 
Council, which he 

announced on Ocl 2. 

In the open letter, he 
accused the PNA of “mar- 
ginalising the legislative 
council, ignoring its deci- 
sions, and removing it from 
the political process.” 

The PNA’s policy is “an 
open violation of the Oslo 
(self-rule accords)" which 
created the council and 
gave it the mandate of “cre- 
ating laws and overseeing 
their implementation.” 

The PNA “has turned its 
back on the requirements to 
cooperate (with the coun- 
cil),” he said. 

“And I am sorry to say 
that the president of the 
council has not acted in a 
responsible and decisive 
way to the authority’s poli- 
cy of ignoring the needs of 
law and constitutional prin- 
ciples,” he said. 

Since the 88-member 
council was elected in 
January 1996, it has passed 


numerous bills and recom- 
mendations, but Mr. Arafat 
has yet to sign a single one 
into law. 

Earlier in October, the 
council passed a long-delib- 
erated basic law to serve as 
a constitution which would 
define the powers of the 
council and Mr. Arafat’s 
executive authority. But Mr. 
Arafat has not approved the 
law. 

In July, the council also 
made an unprecedented call 
for Mr. Arafat to remove his 
entire self-rule cabinet 
because of widespread cor- 
ruption in the ministries. 

Almost all of the minis- 
ters then offered a mass res- 
ignation, but Mr. Arafat has 
until now refused to accept 
their resignations or bend to 
repeated council calls for a 
cabinet reshuffle. 

A council committee 
found that corruption and 
abuse of position was wide- 
spread in the self-rule min- 
istries and specifically 
pointed a finger at three 
ministers for involvement 


in corruption. 


Netanyahu says he’ll support 
Orthodox despite U.S. Jews 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu affirmed Friday 
that be will back legislation 
cementing Orthodox con- 
trol over religion in Israel 
— a move likely to anger 
American Jews. 

Most American Jews 
belong either to the Reform 
and Conservative move- 
ments that have been seek- 
ing a foothold in Israel 
through court recognition of 
conversions carried out by 
their rabbis. . 

Earlier this week. 
Orthodox legislators threat- 
ened to bring down the 
Netanyahu government 
unless he pushes their legis- 
lation through parliament 
by the end of November. 
Mr. Netanyahu promised 
them in a meeting to back 
their bills, aides said at the 


time. 

Commenting publicly on 
the confrontation Friday, 
Mr. Netanyahu said he 
hoped the rival streams 
could reach a compromise. 

But if such efforts fail, he 
said he would back the 
Orthodox who dominate 
religious affairs in Israel. 
Referring to the court bat- 
tles of the reform and con- 
servative movements, Mr. 
Netanyahu said; “There is 
this attempt to change the 
(religious) status quo and 


this calls upon us to support 
the legislation.” 

Rabbi Uri Regev. the 
leader of the reform move- 
ment in Israel, warned of an 
angry backlash from 
American Jews. “The mes- 
sage that is coming from the 
rabbinate is that reform and 
conservative Judaism is not 
Judaism. If this is now con- 
firmed by the Israeli legisla- 
ture, this wall have horren- 
dous consequences,” he 
said. 

t At issue is legislation that 
would encode into law a 
practice .under which, only 
conversions performed by 
Orthodox rabbis in Israel 
are recognised by the Israeli 
Interior Ministry. 

The legislation would not 
affect reform and conserva- 
tive conversions carried out 
in the United States and 
which are recognised in 
Israel. 

The bill passed in a first 
reading this summer, but 
was then shelved as a com- 
mittee headed by Finance 
Minister Yaakov Nee man 
tried to find a compromise. 
Mr. Neeman reportedly pro- 
posed setting up a conver- 
sion institute with represen- 
tatives from the three 
streams, an idea rejected by 
the Orthodox leadership 
this week. 

The conversion bill is now 


being prepared for the 
required second and third 
readings in parliament 

Rabbi Regev said it was 
not certain whether the con- 
version bill will get a major- 
ity in the 120-member par- 
liament Two of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s coalition part- 
ners — the centrist Third 
Way Party and Israel 
Be'aliya Party representing 
Soviet immigrants — are 
expected to vote against the 
bill or abstain. Together, the 
two parties have 10 seats. 
Mr. Netanyahu’s coalition 
has 66 members. 

Much depends on opposi- 
tion leader Ehud Barak who 
has been careful not to 
alienate foe religious parties 
whose support is crucial for 
winning an election in 
Israel. 

On Friday. Mr. Barak met 
with Rabbi Ovadia Yousuf, 
foe spiritual leader of foe 
religious Shas Party. Mr. 
Barak was evasive Friday 
when asked how his party 
would vote on foe conver- 
sion bill. “We must contin- 
ue in search of a compro- 
mise ” he said. 

Both Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Barak will have to face 
American Jewish leaders in 
November when address foe 
council of Jewish federa- 
tions in Indianapolis. The 
meeting starts Nov. 14. 


Israel worries over ties with Egypt 
after ambassador-bellydancer case 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
officials rushed Friday to 
contain damage to relations 
with Cairo after dismissin g 
accusations by an Israeli bel- 
lydancer that the Egyptian 
ambassador tried to rape her. 

“We have been on foe brink 
of disaster,” a high-level 
Foreign Ministry official told 
AFP, saying be still feared 
diplomatic fallout from the 
accusations made against 
Ambassador Mohammad 
Bassiouny. 

The ministry fears that 
even though the accusation 
was dismissed, the affair 
could be seen as a plot by 
Israeli secret services against 
Mr. Bassiouny. said foe offi- 
cial who asked not to be 
named * . 

The incident is sure to be 
discussed when Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
makes a rare visit to Israel, 
next Monday, ostensibly to 
attend foe opening of a peace 
centre run by former Prime 
minister Shimon Peres. 

Israeli-Egyptian ties have 
been strained for the past 
year, and the Foreign 
Ministry official said he 
feared the Bassiouny affair 
would affect foe chances of 
winning the release of 
Azzam Azzam, an Israeli 
imprisoned by Egypt for 
espionage. 

Israeli justice officials 
closed investigations this 
week into foe bellydancer's 


accusations that Ml 
B assiouny tried to rape her 
on Aug. 13, saying there was 
no evidence to back up foe 
charges. 

Mr. Bassiouny said the 
charges were part of an 
attempt to blackmail him. 

State Prosecutor Edna 
Arbel went on Israel Radio 
to underline that investiga- 
tions “showed without a 
doubt that there was no basis 
for foe accusations” 

“By (the plaintiff's) own 
testimony, it was not a case 
of attempted rape, or even of 
harassment There was no 
force” she said 

The ambassador “gave her 
presents and she met him 
several times" Ms. Arbel 
said and hinted that the belly- 
dancer had tried to seduce 
the ambassador 

The Foreign Ministry’s 
Director General Eytan 
Bemsur underlined that “the 
matter is closed I have full 
confidence in this ambas- 
sador and appreciate his 
work.” 

The government, wary of a 
diplomatic scandal had 
imposed a complete press 
blackout on foe two months 
of investigations. The case 
“threatened ■ to damage 
national interests,” Ms. Arbel 1 
said 

But with foe affair closed 
Israeli papers ran front page 
headlines on foe story Friday, 
along with collar photos of 


the bellydancer in costume 
with her face obscured 
Mr. Bassiouny told foe 
Israeli newspaper Yediot 
Aharanot: “I have never had 
anything to hide. I have been 
foe victim of a blackmail 
attempt and I am happy that 
the truth has been revealed” 
Mr. Bassiouny, ambas- 
sador to Israel since 1986, 
accused Israeli officials last 
month of harassing him after 
guards at the Egyptian bor- 
der searched his car and 
authorities allowed a pretest 
outside his residence. 

The unnamed bellydancer, 
who often performed at 
embassy functions, claimed 
that foe attempted rape 
occurred at foe home of a 
mutual friend where Mr. 
Bassiouny had invited her, 
then turned up alone to meet 
her. 

Police questioned Mr. 
Bassiouny. who did not 
evoke his right to diplomatic 
immuni ty, and foe wo man, 
whom they at one point 
threatened to accuse of 
blackmail. 

In the end they decided not 
to press charges against Mr. 
Bassiouny or foe dancer. 

Her lawyer; Ori Shtendel, 
accused investigators of 
“putting state interests before 
foe interests of my client.” 
“There was no pressure 
from the government to bury 
this affair,” Ms. Arbel insist- 
ed 


NO MOVIE, NO MARRIAGE: Young Chinese partners attend a video screening in a small Beijing hospital 
Friday. Before couples can obtain their marriage licence, the government requires them to take a physical 
examination, register with a hospital and watch a video screening in a bid to improve their sex education. The 
video, conducted by medical personnel, is designed to prepare them for a life of marriage (Reuters photo) 


Libya vows not to hand over 


Lockerbie suspects at Hague 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
Libya reiterated Friday its 
refusal to band over to either 
Britain or the United States 
foe two suspects wanted for 
trial in the Lockerbie bomb- 
ing affair 

Britain and foe United 
States demand the extradition 
of two Libyan suspects 
believed to have orchestrated 
foe explosion aboard foe Pan 
Am airliner winch plunged 
into die Scottish village of 
Lockerbie, claiming 270 lives 
in 1988. 

In their first address since 
hearings opened on Monday 
at foe International Court of 
Justice (ICJ), Libya’s lawyers 
contested foe accusations, 
originally made by a Scottish 
judge. The accusations were 
“manoeuvres calculated to 
intimidate" said the lawyers, 
adding that they constituted 
“a determination to desta- 
bilise Libya" and that no real 
proof existed to indict Libya 
in foe bombing. 

They reiterated Libya’s 
determination to never hand 
over the suspects to either 
S cod and, where they would 
be tried, or to the United 
Stales, saying foe huge media 
interest in foe case would lead 
to an un fa ir trial. 

“They are already presumed 


Iran warns 


of sturgeon 


extinction in 


Caspian 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Sturgeon, foe fish which pro- 
duces caviar, is in imminent 
danger of extinction in foe 
Caspian Sea because of envi- 
ronmental hazards and over- 
fishing. Iran warned . on 
Friday. ■ 

The head of a state fishing 
research centre, identified 
only by his last name Aminl 
said overfishing had caused 
sturgeon resaves to slump in 
the Caspian, which produces 
up to 90 per cent of foe 
world’s caviar. 

The other threat .comes 
from oil exploration in foe 
closed sea by neighbouring 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan, along with* 
industrial and agricultural 
wastes, Amini said at a semi- 
nar of Caspian states in 
Goigan, northern Iran. 

Amini called for an accord 
between the countries border- 
ing foe sea — which also 
include Iran and Russia — to 
regulate exploitation of its 
resources. “Iran, realising this 
threat toe* precautions sever- 
al years ago which include 
fighting illegal and overfish- 
ing and improper poa ch in g 
methods.” he said, quoted by 
the official Iranian news 
agency, IRNA. 

Amini offered Izan’s help to 
protect the Caspian environ- 
ment “while seeking to pre- 
serve foe countries’ legiti mate 
interests." 


guilty,” said Professor Jean 
Salmon, one of the Belgian 
lawyers in foe delegation rep- 
resenting Libya at The Hague. 

On Monday, Lord Hardie, 
Scotland's senior legal officer, 
had given his personal assur- 
ance that a trial conducted in 
Sax) and “will be entirely 
fair;” saying the suspects 
could “receive visits from 
international observers at any 
reasonable time.” 

But during Friday’s address 
another member of Libya's 
delegation, Abdul El Mtntadi 
Suleiman condemned foe 
“arrogance and overweening 
dictatorial conceit of 
Washington and London” 
which he claims blocks 
Libya’s desire to open up foe 
investigation. 

Only foe Germans, he said, 
have decided to fully investi- 
gate whether the bomb was 
planted by Libyan suspects 
before take-off from 
Frankfurt, as contended by 
Britain and foe United States. 

Another theory put forward 
contends that the bomb could 
have been planted with 
Iranian involvement at 
Heathrow during a stop-over. 

On a more general note, 
Libya's representatives at the 
ICJ sought to portray Libya as 
foe defender of oppressed 


peoples against foe superpow- 
ers. 

“Since foe 1970s Libya has 
backed many national libera- 
tion movements, some of 
whose leaders are now the 
presidents of independent 
countries, such as Nelson 
Mandela,” representative 
Hamed Ahmad Elhouderi 
told the judges. 

The South African president 
recently announced that he 
would be visiting Colonel 
Qadhafi. Libya's premier, 
with whom be would discuss 
foe tombing investigation. 

Spokesman for the families 
of the British victims. Jim 
Swire, said Mr. Mandela was 
“very interested" in the case 
and may discuss it with 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair at November’s 
Commonwealth heads of 
state summit, in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

Ml Swire noted that foe 
inquiry into possible Iranian 
involvement had been 
blocked by London since 
Margaret Thatcher’s premier- 
ship, putting foe emphasis on 
Libyan culpability for which, 
he said, there was not enough 
evidence. 

The fate of foe two Libyan 
suspects will not be decided 
during these proceedings. The 


court is hearing foe British 
and U.S. contention that the 
court here does not have juris- 
diction to try the case as 
Libya requested. 

Libya tabled a petition with 
foe ICJ in March 1992 to rule 
Britain and the U.S. in viola- 
tion of an international air 
safety convention in the 1988 
Lockerbie Pan Am bombing 
because Libya claims the two 
Western powers are hindering 
its attempts to investigate foe 
case. 

Christopher Greenwood, 
international law professor 
and member of foe British 
delegation, said Tripoli's peti- 
tion was made “the very same 
day” that foe U.N. secretary- 
general reported Libya's 
refusal to cooperate in the 
Lockerbie investigation. LIN. 
sanctions followed days later. 

At the opening of the hear- 
ings Monday, Britain derided 
Libya’s petition as a ploy to 
escape the UJV. sanctions. 

Sir Franklin Berman, mem- 
ber of the British delegation, 
said “to maintain the accusa- 
tion without foe slightest 
shred of proof or even proba- 
bility is nothing less than 
shameful.” 

The hearings continue until 
Ocl 22. 


Foreign tourists provide easy 
pickings for Yemen’s tribes 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemen’s 
notoriously unruly and heavily 
armed tribes, who control large 
tracts of foe country's interim; 
regular! y kidnap foreigners to 
use as bargaining chips to force 
concessions from foe govern- 
ment. 

Yemen is one of the poorest 
countries in foe world, and 
money has played a part in the 
abduction of more than 100 
foreigners since 1993 and is foe 
most likely motive behind two 
more kidnappings this week. 

Usually the tribes see kidnap- 
ping as a short cut to forcing 
their way through bureaucratic 
red tape to get cash, jobs or 
otter concessions from the 


government. 

A Briton and two Yemeni 
companions were being held in 
a remote mountain hideaway 
on Friday after being kid- 
napped two' days earlier near 
Zaraar, 50 kilometres south of 
foe capital Sanaa, a tribal offi- 
cial said. 

A Yemeni official said the 
kidnappers- wanted financial 
aid for the Bani Dabian tribe 
and were also demanding that 
the government complete elec- 
tricity and water projects in foe 
region. 

The three were snatched on 
the same day that four elderly 
French tourists were picked up 
by armed tribe sman in the 
north of the country, but their 
captivity lasted just 24 hours 
before they were released safe 
and sound. 

Groups of tourists or foreign 
workers trundling through foe 
lawless interior ofYemen, often 


to visit archaeological sites, are 
easy pickings for the tribesmen. 

Catastrophic floods in the 
eastern Maarib region in 1996 
triggered a spate of kidnap- 
pings as tribes sought to wrest 
compensation out of the gov- 
ernment 

A French diplomat was held 
for 10 days in October of that 
year by the Jihm tribe demand- 
ing compensation for bouses 
destroyed by foe floods and 
civil servant jobs for their 
members. Three months later, 
five Polish tourists were 
snatched by foe Beni Jabr tribe, 
which also wanted flood com- 
pensation, as did another tribe 
which held four Germans 
hostage in March. 

Sometimes the reasons 
be hind a kidnapping can be 
more idiotyncratic. 

Tribesmen who held an 
Italian tourist for five days in 
August said they wanted the 
government to return a car con- 
fiscated several years ago 
because their papers were nor 
in order: 

The head of the tribe also 
wanted to make a protest 
because his son failed end-of- 
year examinations in a state 
school Chinese experts fell 
victim to foe kidnappers in 
early 1994 by a tribe wanting to 
halt construction of a new road, 
while other tribesmen snaleted 
three French tourists in January 
1994, this time to demand a 
new road be built. 

In March this year, seven 
Germans were held hostage in 
the eastern region of Hadramut 
by a tribe demanding $7 mil- 


lion owed to them by a 
crooked car salesman who 
bought vehicles from them 
without paying. 

And sometimes a vicious cir- 
cle develops. Last year a tribe 
kidnapped 17 French tourists to 
demand the release of one of its 
members imprisoned for 
abducting an American. 

As wdl as tourists, employ- 
ees of foreign companies are 
favourite targets of the kidnap- 
pers, 

In 1993. six employees of 
companies dealing with Total 
Yemen were held by a tribe 
which only released them when 
foe oil company agreed to take 
on 80 of its members. 

In August a tribesman shot 
and wounded an Italian tourist 
in a botched kidnap attempt, 
bat the violence was exception- 
al and-' all .hostages that have 
been abducted have teen 
released unharmed. 

Many have continued .their 
holidays in Yemen after their 
release, and have recounted 
tales of astonishing hospitality 
from their kidnappers who 
slaughter sheep for them and 
ply them with whisky. 

However, the Yemeni author- 
ities take a dimmer view, accus- 
ing the kidnappers of being 
urged on by “foreign powers” 
to destabilise the country and to 

scare away vital tourism hard 
currency. 

In a bid to deter bad publici- 
ty. foe government has tried to 
restrict the movement of for- 
eigners and tourists inside foe 
country, but so far without 
much success. 


British woman 
reunited with 
kids after ban 
on nude bathing 


LONDON f AFP) — The 
appeal court here Friday 
overruled a judge who 
ordered a mother separated 
from her two children after 
she look a bath with them 
and her boyfriend, prompt- 
ing a complaint from her 
estranged husbarxL 

Declaring that foe judge was 
“plainly wrong" to take foe 
nine-year-old daughter and 
six -year-old son away from 
their mother, foe appeal court 
said: “In a happy well-run 
family how members behave 
in the privacy of their own 
home is their business and no 
one else's.” The mother said 
the original court ruling in 
June “frightened me to 
death." The bath, she 
explained, “was just popping 
in together for five minutes 
on a Sunday morning. It was 
all so innocent and it became 
so misconstrued.” 


AI Pacino leaves 
his mark in cement 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Al Pacino is foe latest actor 
to leave his hand and foot- 


prints in a cement square at 
Hollywood's Chinese 
Theatre, a tradition that 
began 71 years ago. 
Cheering on the kneeling 57- 
year-old star of ‘The 
Godfather' and “Scaiface” 
on Thursday were his father 
Sal Pacino and fellow actor 
Keanu Reeves. The ceremo- 
ny was held when Pacino 
and Reeves came out of foe 
movie theatre where they 
attended the opening of their 
latest flick, “The Devil’s 
Advocate,” in which Reeves 
works for a rich and power- 
ful lawyer; Pacino, who turns 
out to be foe devil incarnate. 


Estefan accused 
of betrayal 


MIAMI (AFP) — Hardline 
foes of Cuban President 
Fidel Castro are accusing 
U.S. singer Gloria Estefan — 
a favourite daughter of the 
Cuban- American communi- 
ty — of betraying them in 
her quest to defend freedom 
of speech. The singer, who 
was bom in Cuba and exiled 
to the U.S. after foe revolu- 
tion in 1959, triggered a 
fierce debate when she sided 
with Peggi McKinley, a 
Miami city worker sacked 
for publicly condemning a 
local ban on performances 
by Cuban artists. In a letter to 
the Miami Herald, Estefan 
said she “cannot imagine 
how we could explain to the 
people of Cuba, who have 
suffered so much oppression, 
foal the very freedoms that 
they desperately desire and 

deserve are being annihilated 

in their name.” 


Callers seeking travel 
information get sex 
talk instead 


PHOENIX — Telephone 
callers in southern Arizona 
seeking information on dri- 
ving in Mexico are being 
greeted these days by a 
throaty- voiced woman aris- 
ing: “What is It about a man 
that gets me so turned on?” 
Whoops. The phone book for 
foe region has a wrong num- 
ber listed in 575.000 books. 
“It’s a very unfortunate situa- 
tion,” said Jon Lentz, * 
spokesman for U.S. 

Dex Yellow pages in Denver 
“We take pride in our direc- 
tories and one mistake is one j 
too much.” 


Mailman finds poppy 
in mailbox 


DETROIT — A 
mailman got an uneKpff®®.! 5 
delivery when he 
shivering, emaciated' - 
week-old puppy abaixkEgp 
in a downtown mailbox..^^ 
Michigan Humane 
said the postal 
extracted the whinq)^^^' 
black and tan terrie^^^ 
puppy and brought it to |«|fp; 
shelter; where it was 
for shock. The group sa^^p 
dog had probably 
inside foe box in DefoSigg 
several hours. 
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